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This information was compiled for specific purposes as an advisory check sheet and use 

and interpretation otherwise is not intended - Thomas Roy – ©2014 

Work Exempt From Permit 

 

Most work requires permitting; however certain work or construction activities are 

exempt from permitting as defined in the International Residential Code (IRC) 2009.    

Those items are detailed in Section R105. 

 

The following additional clarification and listing is provided for activities that are 

frequently questioned about the need for permitting.    Some items can be considered 

ordinary repairs and maintenance.   The following items do not require a permit in the 

Town of Chester. 

 

• Gutters and downspouts 

 

• Replacement or repair of siding; where no structural member is changed. 

 

• Retrofitted or replacement insulation or insulation installed above the code 

requirements in pursuit of energy conservation. 

 

• Replacement, repair, or re-roofing; where no structural members are repaired, 

altered or otherwise changed. 

 

• Residential doors and window replacements (where no structural members are 

changed); provided, however, that the replacement does not include structural 

modifications, and further provided that the replacement windows shall comply 

with the requirements of the NH State Energy Code for the thermal efficiency, 

IRC Section R310 for emergency escape and rescue openings. 

 

• Fences not over 6 feet high (except for barriers around swimming pools) 

 

• Landscaping and/or retaining walls that are not over 4 feet in height, at grade 

patios and walkways, slabs and driveways outside of the Town’s right of ways 

and consistent with the setback requirements in the Chester Zoning Ordinance. 

 

• Residential swings and other playground equipment 

 

This brief explanatory list of exemptions from the permit requirements of the NH State 

Building Code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any 

manner in violation of the provisions of the building codes or any other laws, statutes, 

regulations, or ordinances of the Town of Chester. 
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