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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 
Thursday, November 21st, 2013 

Municipal Complex 4 
Approved Minutes 

 6 
I Preliminaries 
 8 

7:00 PM Call the Meeting to Order 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 

Approval of Minutes 14 
Petition – Pole or Conduit Licenses 

Barbara Gagnon – New Hire 16 
Mike Oleson – New Hire 

Transfer Station Roof 18 
Roundtable 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 20 
Non-Public Sessions 

Adjournment 22 
 
1.1 Call to Order 24 
 

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:04pm. 26 
 

1.2 Roll Call 28 
 

Selectmen present: 30 
Jack Cannon 
Joe Castricone 32 
Joseph Hagen 
Stephen Landau 34 
Richard LeBlanc 

 36 
Members of the Public present, at various times: 

Richard Antoine, Fire Chief 38 
Caroline DiPerri 

Barbara Gagnon, Town Clerk 40 
Dwight Larkin 

Michael Oleson, Road Agent 42 
Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 
Leroy Scott 44 
And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary 

 46 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 48 
Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance, which was followed by a moment of 

silence in honor of the recently departed William Young, Marena Maggio, and Shirley Furtado. 50 
 

1.4 Additions and Deletions 52 
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There were neither additions nor deletions. 54 
 
1.5 Public Comment 56 
 
Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He asked for an update on the Transfer Station roof; Chairman 58 
Landau stated that it would be discussed at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Scott asked if Lincoln Lane would be 

maintained this winter; Chairman Landau stated that this would also be discussed at tonight’s meeting. 60 
 

Mr. Scott also stated that many people in Town believe that the Board of Selectmen has too many non-62 
public sessions. 

 64 
As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 7:19pm. 
 66 
II. Old Business 
 68 
2.1 Approval of Minutes 
 70 
This subject was not addressed tonight. 

 72 
III. New Business 

 74 
3.1 Barbara Gagnon, Town Clerk – Petition – Pole or Conduit Licenses 
 76 
Because of the lawsuit, and at Town Counsel’s request, Town Clerk Gagnon has submitted a petition 

under her name in accordance with NH RSA 231.163.  It addresses the taxes applicable to pole and/or 78 
conduit licenses for Granite State Telephone, PSNH, Fairpoint, and the NH Electric Co-op in accordance 
with NH RSA 231.161 and NH RSA 72.23 I (b).  A public hearing is also necessary. 80 
 
Chairman Landau moved to hold a public hearing on this petition on Thursday, December 19th, 2013; 82 
Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 84 
3.2 Barbara Gagnon, Town Clerk - New Hire 
 86 
Town Clerk Gagnon appeared before the Board with Caroline DiPerri, her new Assistant Clerk.  Ms. 

DiPerri owns a small business and believes that the Town Clerk duties seem interesting. 88 
 
Chairman Landau moved to go into non-public session for two items:  one under RSA 91A:3 II (a), 90 
public employees; and one under (c), reputation; Vice-Chairman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote 
was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 92 
 
The meeting room was closed at 7:21pm; Town Clerk Gagnon and Ms. DiPerri remained in the meeting 94 
room. 

 96 
Ms. DiPerri departed the meeting at 7:27pm.   

 98 
The meeting room was re-opened at 7:42pm. 

 100 
Selectman LeBlanc moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Vice-Chairman Hagan 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 102 
 
Chairman Landau moved that the Board seal each of these non-public sessions, on Public Employees 104 
and Reputation, for an indefinite period; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 106 



Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – November 21st, 2013 

3 of 5 

 

Town Clerk Gagnon reported that the tax rate had been set at $25.17/thousand; bills were mailed out 108 
today, should arrive by November 27th, and will be due on December 27th, 2013.  The Town Clerk’s office 

will be closed on November 24th and 25th, 2013, for Thanksgiving. 110 
 

Town Clerk Gagnon departed the meeting at 7:44pm. 112 
 
3.3 Michael Oleson, Road Agent - New Hire 114 
 
Road Agent Oleson appeared before the Board with Dwight Larkin, the new Highway Department 116 
employee. 
 118 
The Board returned the folder of Plow Contracts to Road Agent Oleson; some need work, and have been 

marked as such. 120 
 

Road Agent Oleson has received the as-built for Lincoln Lane, and has spoken with the Planning Board 122 
Chair and Town Engineers about it.  The Town Engineers noted that the water and electric lines are not 

noted on the as-built; they will handle this.  A Public Hearing will be needed to formally accept the road; 124 
it cannot be accepted tonight.  Road Agent Oleson also spoke with Planning Coordinator Robinson today 
to determine who is responsible to repair the road should a water line break.  This will be discussed at 126 
the Public Hearing. 
 128 
Chairman Landau moved to allow Road Agent Oleson to plow Lincoln Lane this winter, since all 
requirements are complete other than the marking of the water and electric lines on the as-built; 130 
Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 132 
The backhoe has transmission problems which could potentially cost several thousand dollars - $5-7k - 

to repair.  It cannot be driven on the road, but the Town does not own a trailer to haul it, nor a truck to 134 
haul the (nonexistent) trailer.  The backhoe cost ~$30k, which was a bargain; the Town has put ~3,500 

hours on it.  There is no way to know how long it will last, even if repaired.  Road Agent Oleson stated 136 
that if it were his, he would nurse it along without repair.  He will check on its trade-in value. 
 138 
Road Agent Oleson then introduced Dwight Larkin to the Board.  Mr. Larkin had applied for the Highway 
Department position when last vacant, and had been the next choice if the previous employee had not 140 
accepted the position.  He has his CDL and 26 years of experience in Highway operations in Nashua, 

including running a wing plow and loader. 142 
 

Chairman Landau moved to go into non-public session under RSA 91A:3 II (a), public employees; 144 
Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 146 
The meeting room was closed at 7:55pm; Road Agent Oleson and Mr. Larkin remained in the meeting 

room. 148 
 
The meeting room was re-opened at 8:05pm. 150 
 
Selectman Castricone moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman LeBlanc 152 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 154 
Selectman Castricone moved that the Board seal this non-public sessions on Public Employees for a 

period of six months; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 156 
affirmative; so moved. 

 158 
Road Agent Oleson and Mr. Larkin departed the meeting at 8:07pm. 
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 160 
3.4 Transfer Station Roof 
 162 
Chairman Landau has done some research, and spoken with the Transfer Station operators, about the 
roof as voted on via Warrant Article 9 of this year’s Town Meeting.  He suggested replacing the roof with 164 
an awning, which is acceptable to the Town Engineers as well as the Transfer Station Operators, and 

would be a cost savings. 166 
 

Selectman Cannon stated that he was not in favor of spending the $57k in Article 9 funds on a 168 
temporary solution such as an awning; he prefers the original constructed roof plan, and if there is not 

enough money available, either go back to the town for additional funds, or make up the shortfall out of 170 
surplus at the end of the Fiscal Year. 

 172 
Chairman Landau also suggested looking into a ClearSpan building to be to store the skid steer, golf 
cart, and additional Transfer Station equipment during inclement weather.  These pre-engineered 174 
buildings have a lifetime warranty on the framing and a 20-year warranty on the covering.  For a 30’ x 
30’, 15’ high building, the cost would be $14,604; a regularly constructed building of the same size 176 
would be ~$90k. 

 178 
Selectman Cannon would like to look at the warranty paperwork, but cautioned that it would be 

impossible to spend any of Warrant Article #9’s funds on this building.   180 
 

Chairman Landau and Selectman Castricone will be at the Transfer Station on Saturday. 182 
 

IV. Selectmen’s Business 184 
 
4.1 Roundtable 186 
 
Selectman Cannon: 188 
 Nothing to report. 

 190 
Selectman Castricone: 
 Nothing to report. 192 
 
Selectman LeBlanc: 194 
 There had been plans to clean Stevens Hall today, but this did not take place. 

 Skillings flushed the well today; this will be done twice more before June, and the well lining 196 
grouted if the well remains clear of bacteria. 

 Maintenance Supervisor Amato will be off this Friday and next week. 198 
 
Vice-Chairman Hagan: 200 
 The expansion of Medicare was voted down in the Senate today, 13-11.  The House had 

previously approved this expansion.  The session is now over, and the new session begins in 45 202 
days. 

 204 
Chairman Landau: 
 Insofar as the Tri-Town Times is concerned, he thanked whoever chose to put the new Chester 206 

tax rate on the front page, even though it is lower than the Sandown or Hampstead rates; he 

referenced the article on page 9 referencing the Lions’ Club’s 50th Anniversary; and he referred 208 
to the editorial that mentioned the Fire Department volunteering to fund their own raises. 

 Selectmen Castricone and LeBlanc met with Comcast, along with the Attorney; the franchise 210 
agreement extension until March has been negotiated and is ready for signature.  Comcast was 

flexible with some items and not with others, specifically the value-added items.  Chairman 212 
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Landau moved that the Comcast Franchise Agreement Extension be signed; Vice-Chairman 

Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  This will 214 
need to be notarized by Town Clerk Gagnon. 

 The Employee Christmas Party is tentatively scheduled for Monday, December 23rd, 2013 after 216 
noon.  Luncheon will be served at the Firehouse. 

 Fire Chief Antoine spoke with Chairman Landau about the Detail fees.  The current charge 218 
($35/hour) does not cover the cost of providing the service; Fire Chief Antoine would like to 

raise it by $10.  This is not a revenue generator for the Town.  These details are often used for 220 
horse shows, a dozen a year at 8-10 hours each.  Selectman LeBlanc moved to change the Fire 
Department Detail Fee from $35/hour to $45/hour effective January 1st, 2014; Selectman 222 
Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 The Health Trust Plan Authorization/Property Liability Trust Renewal is ready for signature.  224 
Chairman Landau moved that the Board authorize the Chairman to sign the Health Trust Plan 

Authorization/Property Liability Trust Renewal; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The 226 
vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 Chairman Landau has received an email from the Finance Department about the Management 228 
Letter.  Apparently there are issues with the Cemeteries and PACT expenditures.  The Board is 

not prepared to discuss this letter tonight; perhaps next week. 230 
 The Transfer Station will be closed on Wednesday, December 25th, 2013, and Wednesday, 

January 1st, 2014. 232 
 
4.2 Public Comment 234 
  

As no members of the Public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 8:38pm. 236 
 

4.3 Non-Public Sessions 238 
 

Chairman Landau moved to go into non-public session under RSA 91A:3 II (d), Real Estate; Selectman 240 
Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 242 
The meeting room was closed at 8:39pm.   
 244 
The meeting room was re-opened at 8:48pm. 
 246 
Selectman Castricone moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Vice-Chairman Hagan 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 248 
 

Chairman Landau moved that the Board seal this non-public sessions, on Real Estate, for an indefinite 250 
period; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 252 
V. Adjournment 

 254 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen is Thursday, December 5th, 2013 at 7pm in the Meeting 
Room. 256 
 
Chairman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote 258 
was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 260 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm. 

 262 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 264 
Debra H. Doda 


