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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 
Thursday, April 16th, 2015 

Municipal Complex 4 
Approved Minutes 

 6 
I Preliminaries 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 

Approval of Minutes 14 
Emily Bradley – Library Trustee Appointment 

Warrant Articles – Assigning Order for Town Meeting  16 
Roundtable 

Public Comment 18 
Adjournment 

 20 
1.1 Call to Order 
 22 
Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 8:56pm. 
 24 
1.2 Roll Call 
 26 
Selectmen present: 

Jack Cannon 28 
Joe Castricone 

Joseph Hagen 30 
Stephen Landau 
Richard LeBlanc 32 

 
Members of the Public present, at various times: 34 

Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 
Leroy Scott 36 
Dick Trask 

And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary 38 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 40 
 

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 42 
 
1.4 Additions and Deletions 44 
 
Two non-public sessions, on Compensation, were added to tonight’s agenda. 46 
 

1.5 Public Comment 48 
 
As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 8:57pm. 50 
 

II. Old Business 52 
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2.1 Approval of Minutes 54 
 
This subject was not addressed tonight. 56 
 
III. New Business 58 
 

3.1 Emily Bradley – Library Trustee Appointment 60 
  
Ms. Bradley was not present at tonight’s meeting. 62 
 
3.2 Warrant Articles – Assigning Order for Town Meeting  64 
 
Chairman Landau noted that the Budget Committee had not, as discussed as a possibility at last week’s 66 
Board of Selectmen’s meeting, added $110k to their Budget; in fact, that had removed an additional 
$7k.  Chairman Landau is still willing to cut $110k from the BOS budget.  He suggested removing the 68 
$120k from the Highway Department budget, tabling the CIP Highway Capital Reserve Fund article 
for $120k at Town Meeting, and then putting those funds back into the Highway budget.  Selectman 70 
Cannon asked if this was permissible; this needs to be confirmed. 

 72 
Chairman Landau noted that the Town’s Capital Improvement Plan Capital Reserve Fund is being 

funded this year in part by prior year surpluses; the cuts made by the Budget Committee will negatively 74 
impact the possibility of a small surplus this year.  This means that next year’s CIP funding may need to 

be raised largely from taxation. 76 
 

There was some discussion about numbering the articles.  Those that need more discussion should 78 
probably come early in the day.  It is unclear whether or not the 10% rule will be applicable this year. 
 80 
The numbering is as follows: 
 82 
Article #4 - Budget 

Article #5 - MPR Floor  84 
Article #6 - Utility Tractor 

Article #7 - Winter Maintenance 86 
Article #8 -  Building Improvement Capital Reserve  

Article #9  -  Revaluation  88 
Article #10  -  Unanticipated Capital Reserve  
Article #11 -  PACT  90 
Article #12 -  300th Anniversary  
Article #13 -  Police Communications Equipment 92 
Article #14  -  Edwards Mill Dam 
Article #15  -  Recreation Director 94 
Article #16 -  Wason Pond Fence 

Article #17 -  Conservation Survey  96 
Article #18  -  Animal Control Officer  

Article #19  -  Police Vehicle  98 
Article #20  -  Fire Fighter 

Article #21  -  Capital Improvement Plan Update (CIP Update) 100 
Article #22  -  Trustees of Trust Funds 
Article #23 -  Town’s Capital Improvement Plan Capital Reserve Fund  102 
Article #24  -  CIP Highway Capital Reserve Fund 
Article #25 -  Bathhouse  104 
 
IV. Selectmen’s Business 106 
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4.1 Roundtable 108 
 
Selectman Cannon: 110 

 Nothing to report. 

 112 
Selectman Castricone: 

 Karl Knudsen, of PACT, is willing to videotape a brief spot for any candidate running for office. 114 
 
Selectman LeBlanc: 116 

 Nothing to report. 

 118 
Vice-Chairman Hagan 

 Nothing to report. 120 
 
Chairman Landau: 122 

 A letter was received from Property Liability Trust; 2016 is the last year they will be providing 

their insurance cover.  No new customers will be taken after July 1st, 2016. 124 
 On Friday, April 17th, 2015, by law, the Town Clerk will be taking properties on which taxes have 

not been paid for three (3) years.  Of the two properties, one parcel is land only, and one parcel 126 
contains an occupied house.  It is unclear when the persons in the house need to vacate. 

 The next Hazardous Waste Day will be on Saturday, May 16th, 2015, in Plaistow; this is the same 128 
day as Town Meeting. 

 A letter was received from Michael Stein of Bittersweet Landscaping, the contractor who is 130 
contracted to mow the Transfer Station through September.  His business is going in a different 

direction and he plans to transfer the mowing work to another contractor, one who snowplows 132 
for the Town, at the same price.  Selectman Cannon indicated that the proper method is instead 

to contract with the new vendor and to terminate the Bittersweet Landscaping contract. 134 
 DOT will be installing milled rumble strips on 25 of the two-lane roads in New Hampshire.  102 

in Chester will be affected. 136 
 He has written the Board of Selectmen’s report for the Town Report and provided perusal copies.  

Members of the Board should read it, and respond by this weekend. 138 
 
4.2 Public Comment 140 
 

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He stated that the Post Office porch appears to need painting 142 
already; is the contractor liable?  He encouraged the Board to take a look at it. 

 144 
As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 9:32pm. 

 146 
4.3 Non-Public Session 
 148 
Chairman Landau moved to go into non-public session for two items under RSA 91A:3 II (a) 
Compensation; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; 150 
so moved. 
 152 
The meeting room was closed at 9:33pm. 

 154 
The meeting room was re-opened at 9:53pm. 

 156 
Chairman Landau moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman LeBlanc seconded 

the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 158 
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Selectman Castricone moved that the Board seal the first non-public session on Compensation for a 160 
period of sixty (60) days; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative; so moved. 162 
 
Chairman Landau moved that the Board seal the second non-public session on Compensation for an 164 
indefinite period; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 

affirmative; so moved. 166 
 
V. Adjournment 168 
 

The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen is scheduled for Thursday, April 23rd, 2015 at 7pm in the 170 
Meeting Room. 

 172 
Chairman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote 
was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 174 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55pm. 176 
 

 178 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 180 
 

Debra H. Doda 182 


