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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 
Thursday, August 18th, 2016 

Municipal Complex 4 
Approved Minutes 

 6 
I Preliminaries 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment 

Approval of Minutes 14 
Spring Hill Farm - RFP & Lease 

Conservation Commission Appointment - Ted Broadwater 16 
457 Plan - Will Hinman 

Recreation Coordinator Introduction/New Hire - Corinna Reishus 18 
Group Life Insurance Discussion 

Homeland Security Grant - Phil Gladu 20 
Police Chief Berube 

Building Inspector Candidate - Paul D’Amore 22 
Roundtable 

Non-Public Session 24 
Adjournment 

 26 
1.1 Call to Order 
 28 
Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:00pm. 

 30 
1.2 Roll Call 
 32 
Selectmen present: 

Cass Buckley 34 
Jack Cannon 

 Joseph Hagan  36 
Stephen Landau 

 Dick Trask 38 
 

Members of the Public present, at various times: 40 
 Aaron Berube, Police Chief 

 Greg Bolduc, Fire Chief 42 
 Ted Broadwater 
 Ben Clark, Fire Department 44 
 Paul D’Amore 
 Will Hinman 46 

Chuck Myette, Conservation Commission/Spring Hill Farm 

Corinna Reishus, Recreation Coordinator 48 
Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 

 Brad Wamsley, Spring Hill Farm  50 
 And others unknown to the Recording Secretary 

 52 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
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 54 
Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 56 
1.4 Additions and Deletions 
 58 
A meeting with Police Chief Berube and a non-public session for an award were added. 

 60 
1.5 Public Comment 
 62 
Mr. Myette stood and was recognized.  He asked if the Spring Hill Farm work would be awarded tonight; 

it will. 64 
 

As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 7:03pm. 66 
 
1.6 New Police Vehicle 68 
 
At 7:03pm, the meeting recessed briefly so that the attendees could step outside and see the Police 70 
Department’s new 2016 F250 Truck.  This vehicle replaces the Expedition, which has been stripped of all 

Police related items and is now available for other Departments to use.  The meeting resumed at 7:07pm. 72 
 

II. Old Business 74 
 

2.1 Approval of Minutes 76 
 

This subject was not addressed tonight.  There is a sheet in the Selectmen’s Office on which Selectmen 78 
can note their approval of past minutes. 
 80 
2.2 Spring Hill Farm - RFP and Lease 
 82 
Mr. Myette and Mr. Wamsley from the Spring Hill Farm Board of Trustees joined the Selectmen at the 

Meeting Table. 84 
 

Three bids for Phase II of the Spring Hill Farmhouse project had been opened last week, as follows: 86 
 

Bidder #1 $29,000 

Bidder #2 $29,600 

Bidder #3 $41,850 

 88 
Bidder #1 has done quality work previously for the Town; in fact, this bidder performed Phase I of the 

Farmhouse work.  Mr. Myette reported that they were satisfied with his work; Vice-Chairman Trask 90 
suggested that as Bidder #1 had performed Phase I, it would make sense for him to perform Phase II as 

well in order that responsibility for any issues would remain with him. 92 
 

Selectman Cannon moved to award the Spring Hill Farmhouse Work to Bidder #1; Selectman 94 
Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 96 
Bidder #1 was revealed to be A.J. Wood Construction, Inc.   
 98 
The current lease for the Tenant at Spring Hill Farm expires on August 31st, 2016 and a new one needs to 
be executed.  Vice-Chairman Trask wished to ensure that the rent will be paid to the Town going forward; 100 
Mr. Myette and Mr. Wamsley agreed that it would, as the Trust is in the process of becoming a 501(c)(3) 

Charitable Trust and any rent paid directly to the Trustees would be taxable.  The Trustees have completed 102 
and filed the paperwork to become a 501(c)(3), and are awaiting a response. 
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 104 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved to execute the Spring Hill Farm lease; Selectman Buckley 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 106 
 
Mr. Wamsley asked how the Town would handle moving monies to the Trust once the rent was no longer 108 
paid to them; Chairman Landau suggested that the Trustees determine a set amount that would meet 

their needs, and that the Board and the Trustees meet to discuss this after the Lease is signed.  He also 110 
noted that Spring Hill Farm has a budget and that the Town will continue to maintain the property. 

 112 
The Trust has a master plan, but no business plan; Mr. Myette committed to bringing one forward and 

being prepared to discuss the budget. 114 
 

Selectman Buckley stated that he would like to see the Farm become more self-sustaining and ‘less of a 116 
drain on taxpayers’.  Mr. Wamsley demurred, stating that the Farm saves the Town ~$300k each year on 
monies that would have been expended if the property had been developed.  He added that farms are 118 
usually maintained with ‘sweat equity’; Spring Hill Farm is not, as the Tenant does not own it and therefore 
has no incentive to improve it. 120 
 

BOS Administrative Assistant Tymoniewicz will notify the Tenants to come into the BOS Office to sign the 122 
lease. 

 124 
Mr. Wamsley departed the meeting at 7:26pm; Mr. Myette remained. 

 126 
III. New Business 

 128 
3.1 Conservation Commission Appointment - Ted Broadwater 
 130 
Mr. Broadwater joined Mr. Myette at the meeting table.   
 132 
Mr. Myette stated that Conservation Commission member Patrick Connelly has moved away, and Baron 

Richardson wishes to devote his time elsewhere; therefore, the ConsCom is in need of new members.  Mr. 134 
Broadwater has attended a number of meetings over the past few months and they would like him to be 

appointed to the Commission. 136 
 

Mr. Broadwater noted that he considers himself a steward of the land, and is interesting in helping Chester. 138 
 
Selectman Hagan moved to appoint Ted Broadwater to the Conservation Commission; 140 
Selectman Buckley seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; som 
oved. 142 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Broadwater, and welcomed him to the ConsCom. 144 
 

Mr. Myette and Mr. Broadwater departed the meeting table at 7:28pm. 146 
 

3.2 457 Plan - Will Hinman 148 
 

Mr. Hinman apologized for the need to meet with the Board again; the 457 Plan by National Life that he 150 
had presented at his last visit apparently is not available in New Hampshire, due to the difficulty getting 
things approved.  He has come back to present a similar plan offered by Security Benefit. 152 
 
The plan offered by Security Benefit is similar to the National Life one; the main differences are fees and 154 
investment options.  It is ~$300 less expensive to set up, fees are comparable, and the investment options 
have a lower operating cost.  The participation rate is ten people; apparently this is popular with the Police 156 
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Department.  There will be no penalties for switching companies. 

 158 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved to approve the change from National Life’s 457 Plan to Security 

Benefit’s 457 Plan; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 160 
affirmative; so moved. 

 162 
The planned implementation date is September 21st, 2016.  A meeting should be held in early September 
to explain this program to the employees; enrollment will be kept open as 30 days notice is required. 164 
 
Mr. Hinman departed the meeting at 7:39pm. 166 
 
3.3 Recreation Coordinator Introduction/New Hire - Corinna Reishus 168 
 

Chairman Landau informed those in attendance that last week, the Recreation Commission had suggested 170 
that Corinna Reishus be hired as the part-time Recreation Coordinator to replace the former Coordinator 

who had resigned her position. 172 
 

Chairman Landau moved to hire Corinna Reishus as part-time Recreation Coordinator; 174 
Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so 
moved. 176 
 
Recreation Coordinator Reishus departed the meeting table at 7:43pm.  178 
 
3.4 Group Life Insurance Discussion 180 
 

Vice-Chairman Trask noted that the Police Department, in particular, had requested a Group Life Insurance 182 
plan, as all other Towns offer this.  Health Trust offered a quote of $88 for the Police Department only.  In 

order to compare this to other companies, all Town employees needed to be included.  Vice-Chairman 184 
Trask also procured a quote from Dearborn National, as follows: 

 186 
Health Trust  $325/month, 1x salary 
Dearborn National $225/month, 1x salary 188 
 
This is reasonable, and not expensive; it will attract candidates.  An employee may, if desired, purchase 190 
more than 1x his or her salary.  Selectman Buckley opined that Dearborn’s coverage was better, as well as 

less expensive.  This is for full time employees only; it may not be offered to part-time employees. 192 
 

Chairman Landau moved to offer Group Life Insurance to all Employees at 1x the Employee’s gross salary 194 
along with other options if available; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.   

 196 
Selectman Buckley offered a friendly amendment to add the offering of AD&D coverage as well; this 

amendment received unanimous acclaim and was accepted by Chairman Landau and Selectman Hagan.  198 
The motion now reads: 
 200 
Chairman Landau moved to offer Group Life Insurance to all full-time Employees at 1x the 
Employee’s gross salary and AD&D; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was 202 
unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 204 
3.5 Homeland Security Grant - Phil Gladu 
 206 
Fire Chief Bolduc appeared before the Selectmen for the acceptance and execution of this grant paperwork 

in the absence of Emergency Management Director Gladu. 208 
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The Town of Chester Board of Selectmen, in a majority vote, accepted the terms of the Emergency 210 
Management Performance Grant (EMPG) as presented in the amount of $65,091.00 for the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to support the emergency shelter.  Furthermore, the Board acknowledges that 212 
the total cost of this project will be $130,182.00 in which the Town will be responsible for a 50% match 
($65,091 in-kind from previously paid renovation costs). 214 
 

Chairman Landau moved to accept the Emergency Management Performance Grant in the 216 
amount of $65,091.00; Vice-Chairman Trask seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous 

in the affirmative; so moved.   218 
 

Chairman Landau, Vice-Chairman Trask, and Selectman Hagan signed, initialed, and dated the grant; 220 
Recreation Coordinator Reishus notarized the signatures. 

 222 
BOS Administrative Assistant Tymoniewicz will copy the grant paperwork and return it to Fire Chief Bolduc 
along with a copy of these mintues. 224 
 
Fire Chief Bolduc read a letter of resignation from Robert P. Murphy, who is furthering his education and 226 
has moved out of Town. 

 228 
Chairman Landau moved to accept the letter of resignation from the Chester Fire Department 

of Robert P. Murphy; Vice-Chairman Trask seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in 230 
the affirmative; so moved. 

 232 
Captain Clark joined Fire Chief Bolduc at the meeting table. 

 234 
Fire Chief Bolduc reported that things are going well with the Fire Department.  Attendance rate is up 5% 
over the last quarter; July 2016 showed a 24% attendance rate, compared to July 2015’s rate of 11.5%.  236 
Higher participation and three recent significant fire events both mean a higher payroll.  As it is early in 
the Fiscal Year, there is plenty of time to adjust. 238 
 

Fire Chief Bolduc and Captain Clark also discussed a desired change to Firefighter physicals.  The DOT 240 
physical only costs $100, buit is insufficient for a Firefighter.  Firefighter physicals are much more extensive, 

but can cost $700-$900 each.   242 
 

The current compromise is to have the Firefighter take the Fire Education checklist to his or her own 244 
Doctor, and have it filled out.  However, going forward, it would be ideal to have each new Firefighter (and 
when possible, all other Firefighters) have the more extensive exam in order to create a baseline.  Those 246 
who work as professional Firefighters in other Towns will not need the exam, as they will get it through 
their other job; EMS-only personnel will also not require the exam. 248 
 
There was some discussion about having one’s own Doctor perform the more extensive exam using the 250 
Firefighter’s insurance, and the Town paying the deductible; however, it is unclear whether or not the 

Town would then have the right to access those medical records. 252 
 

The Fire Department is still researching this matter. 254 
 

Fire Chief Bolduc and Captain Clark departed the meeting table at 8:07pm. 256 
 
3.6 Police Chief Berube 258 
 
Police Chief Berube reported that he had received a letter of resignation from part-time Officer Amanda 260 
Basner.  She had originally been hired as full-time, but had been injured while at the Academy and went 
down to part-time status.  She had been medically cleared, but did not consider herself ready to attend 262 
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the part-time academy or take the test, so has resigned.  Police Chief Berube will forward her letter to the 

Board. 264 
 

He also reported that a company out of Vermont, Rock the Hills, is planning to hold an event at the Sandlot 266 
property on the weekend of August 27th and 28th, 2016.  New Hampshire Fish & Game has approved a 

permit - as it was applied for correctly, it could not be denied - but Police Chief Berube believes that the 268 
event is being rushed and that the Town cannot provide public safety.  The Highway Safety Committee, 
which met today, agreed unanimously not to support this event.  There is only one entrance/exit point, 270 
the Town has not been contacted to ask permission or to request permits, and there has been no discussion 
of vendors or alcohol.  He noted that he is not opposed to this sort of event in general but that there has 272 
been insufficient planning.  He would like the Board to agree with this non-support. 
 274 
Selectman Cannon inquired about motocross events on Senator Bell Farm; Fire Chief Bolduc stated that 

that event’s organizers contacted the Fire Department months in advance, and that this event’s organizers 276 
had not contacted the Fire Department at all.  Selectman Hagan asked if perhaps they’d contracted with 

a private EMS service; the answer to this is unknown. 278 
 

Selectman Cannon opined that the Town may need to go to court to prevent this event from occurring on 280 
Chester land.  If nothing can be done legally to prevent it, at least all regulations should be followed to 
the letter. 282 
 
Chairman Landau moved that Police Chief Berube be granted the authority, and directed, to 284 
contact Town Counsel about the “Rock the Hills” event; Selectman Hagan seconded the 
motion.  The vote was four in favor with Vice-Chairman Trask abstaining; so moved.  286 
 

Police Chief Berube will contact the Landowner before calling Town Counsel in order to determine whether 288 
or not the event is still going on; he will notify his Liaison. 

 290 
Vice-Chairman Trask would like a procedure drawn up to handle event permitting in the future; Police 

Chief Berube agreed to do this, and will present it to the Board.   292 
 
Vice-Chairman Trask asked about Securitas, the company providing security guards for Wason Pond; Police 294 
Chief Berube is less than happy with their service.  No reports have been received; guards are often not 
seen on scheduled days, or when seen, remain in the parking lot. 296 
 

Vice-Chairman Trask moved to terminate the Securitas contract after this weekend; 298 
Selectman Buckley seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so 

moved. 300 
 

Police Chief Berube will notify Securitas.  He departed the meeting at 8:29pm. 302 
 

3.7 Building Inspector Candidate - Paul D’Amore 304 
 
Mr. D’Amore was originally interviewed in January when the towns of Chester and Raymond were hiring a 306 
joint Building Inspector.  It was noted that the Town of Raymond has now determined that they need a 
full-time Building Inspector, and that Mr. Bunker would prefer to work there due to the breadth of work, 308 
both Commercial and Residential.  Raymond gave Chester its sixty days’ notice on July 1st; as a result, 

Chester needs a new Building Inspector, and has also decided that this position should be full-time. 310 
 

Mr. D’Amore lives in Sandown, and is currently working in Woburn, MA.  He is comfortable with both 312 
Building Inspector and Code Enforcement duties.  He is in favor of sharing resources with other towns and 

in fact is currently operating in that fashion.  Should he be offered the position, he would have to give 314 
notice. 
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 316 
Selectman Cannon inquired about Mr. D’Amore’s code enforcement philosophy.  Mr. D’Amore noted that 
he works as a Code Enforcement Officer in Atkinson, and that they are quite strict with their enforcement; 318 
however, he uses what he described as ‘soft skills’ and finds that they work well for him. 
 320 
The Board will meet with Mr. D’Amore in non-public session after Roundtable. 

 322 
IV. Selectmen’s Business 

 324 
4.1 Roundtable 

 326 
Selectman Cannon: 
 Nothing to report. 328 
 
Selectman Buckley: 330 
 Nothing to report. 

 332 
Vice-Chairman Trask: 
 Nothing to report. 334 
 
Selectman Hagan: 336 
 Nothing to report. 

 338 
Chairman Landau: 
 He wished to make it clear that contrary to the caption under his photograph on the front page 340 

of the Tri-Town Times, the picture in question had been given to his granddaughter specifically.  
He added that the closing ceremony on August 11th had been well attended. 342 
 

4.2 Public Comment 344 
 

As no members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 8:41pm. 346 
 

4.3 Non-Public Session 348 
 
Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 350 
Public Employees, (b) Employment, and (c) Reputation; Vice-Chairman Trask seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 352 
 
The meeting room was closed at 8:42pm.  Mr. D’Amore remained in the meeting room. 354 
 
Mr. D’Amore departed the meeting room at 8:54pm. 356 
 

The meeting room was re-opened at 9:13pm. 358 
 

Chairman Landau moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Buckley 360 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 362 
Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the first non-public session, on Employment, be 
sealed for a period of one (1) year; Selectman Buckley seconded the motion. The vote was 364 
unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 
 366 
Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the second non-public session, on Reputation, 

be sealed for a period of one month; Selectman Buckley seconded the motion. The vote was 368 
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unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 370 
Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the third non-public session, on Public 

Employees, be sealed for an indefinite period; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion. The 372 
vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 374 
V. Adjournment 
 376 
Selectman Cannon moved to adjourn the meeting; Vice-Chairman Trask seconded the motion.  
The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 378 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm. 380 
 

 382 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 384 
Debra H. Doda 

Recording Secretary 386 


