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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 
Thursday, August 4th, 2016 

Municipal Complex 4 
Approved Minutes 

 6 
I Preliminaries 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment 

Approval of Minutes 14 
2016 Revaluation –Scott Marsh, MRI  

Appointment of New Library Trustee – Mary Jennings & Kandace Knowlton 16 
Maintenance Department Update - Tony Amato 

Roundtable 18 
Adjournment 

 20 
1.1 Call to Order 
 22 
Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 6:57pm. 
 24 
1.2 Roll Call 
 26 
Selectmen present: 

Jack Cannon 28 
 Joseph Hagan  

Stephen Landau 30 
 
Selectmen absent: 32 

Cass Buckley  
 Dick Trask 34 
 

Members of the Public present, at various times: 36 
Tony Amato, Maintenance 

Mary Beth Ditoro, Library Trustee 38 
Mary Jennings 

Kandace Knowlton, Library Director 40 
Scott Marsh, MRI 

Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 42 
 And others unknown to the Recording Secretary 
 44 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 46 
Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 48 
1.4 Additions and Deletions 
 50 
There were neither additions nor deletions. 

 52 
1.5 Public Comment 
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 54 
As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 6:58pm. 
 56 
II. Old Business 
 58 
2.1 Approval of Minutes 
 60 
This subject was not addressed tonight.  There is a sheet in the Selectmen’s Office on which Selectmen 

can note their approval of past minutes. 62 
 

III. New Business 64 
 

3.1 2016 Revaluation – Scott Marsh, MRI 66 
 
Mr. Marsh from MRI appeared before the Board to give an update on the 2016 Revaluation project.   68 
 
He noted that property owners had been very helpful in this process.  194 sales from April 1st, 2014 70 
through March 31st, 2016 were reviewed; preliminary values have been calculated, and there is a $35M 

increase in assessment.  Notifications will be sent to property owners, and hearings will be scheduled 72 
beginning August 16th, 2016, in the Meeting Room, between 9am and 4pm. 

 74 
Mr. Marsh will return to the Board after hearings are over.  He departed the meeting at 7:05pm. 

 76 
3.2 Appointment of new Library Trustee – Kandace Knowlton & Mary Jennings 
 78 
Ms. Knowlton, the Library Director, and Ms. Ditoro, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board with Ms. 
Jennings. 80 
 
Ms. Jennings is a former Library employee who was voted in by the Board of Trustees as a new Trustee.  82 
She is here to meet the Board and to be appointed. 

 84 
Selectman Cannon moved to appoint Mary Jennings to the Library Board of Trustees; 

Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was three in favor with Vice-Chairman 86 
Trask and Selectman Buckley absent; so moved. 

 88 
Ms. Jennings should contact Town Clerk Newnan to be sworn in. 
 90 
Ms. Ditoro, Ms. Jennings, and Ms. Knowlton departed the meeting at 7:07pm. 
 92 
3.3 Maintenance Department Update - Tony Amato 
 94 
Mr. Amato appeared before the Board to update them on various Maintenance projects. 

 96 
Oil Bids 
Mr. Amato has procured four bids from fuel oil and propane vendors for the upcoming heating season.  98 
They are as follows: 

 100 
 
  102 
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Propane 
(per gallon) 

Fuel Oil 
(per 
gallon) Time Frame Comments 

Bidder 
#1 $1.100  $1.649  

9/1/2016 - 
6/30/2017 

Includes American Legion and Church.  
Also offering promotion to town 
employees. 

Bidder 
#2 $1.143  $1.674  

9/1/2016 - 
8/31/2017 

Fuel Oil rate valid until 8/4/2016.  
Fixed rate valid for 9,363g of Fuel Oil 
and 11,744g of Propane.  Employee 
promotion is $0.10/gallon discount on 
fuel oil and $0.15/ gallon discount on 
propane. 

Bidder 
#3 $1.350  

Rack price 
+ $0.1738 

10/1/2016 - 
5/31/2017   

Bidder 
#4 $1.319  $1.949  Not stated 

Rates valid until 8/5/2016.  Fixed rate 
valid for 9,363g of Fuel Oil and 
11,744g of Propane. 

 104 
Chairman Landau moved to award the Fuel Oil and Propane contract for the 2016-2017 

Heating Season to Bidder #1; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was three in 106 
favor with Vice-Chairman Trask and Selectman Buckley absent; so moved. 
 108 
Bidder #1 was revealed to be Palmer Gas & Oil of Atkinson, the Town’s current vendor. 
 110 
Lawn Care 
The well at Nichols Field has been tested; its sodium level has been dropping, and is now down to 440ppm 112 
from a high of 860ppm.  This is not suitable for drinking, but as it is under 500ppm, it is acceptable for 

irrigation.  Mr. Amato and Jon Dalrymple set up the pump, hoses, and sprinklers, and put down seed.  114 
They cut the grass today, and will irrigate again tomorrow.  This is a temporary solution; the plumber 

suggested laying 1” pipe and cutting valves into it.  Mr. Amato has about 2,000 feet of 1” pipe available to 116 
use. 

 118 
The lawnmower is back from the mechanic; its clutch had gone, and although this part is no longer 
available, the manufacturer built one for the mechanic.  A second one will be ordered, as a spare; it will 120 
be kept in the Maintenance Office.  The manufacturer should be thanked.  This mower will need to be 
replaced eventually. 122 
 
Wason Pond 124 
There is a pile of wood scraps at Wason Pond; the Fire Department will be burning it.  Mr. Amato will 

borrow the Kubota from Spring Hill Farm and push the pile away from the trees. 126 
 

The Bathhouse work is complete, and the Recreation Department is using it for the summer program. 128 
 

The Police Department requested that the Wason Pond Committee install entrance gates at the property 130 
to keep vehicles out during off hours.  The Wason Pond Committee voted, at its August meeting, to buy 
these gates at a cost of ~$600-$1000, and has requested Mr. Amato’s assistance with installing poles. 132 
 
Selectman Cannon is opposed to installing gates, stating that when the Town voted to purchase the 134 
property, the residents were told that the property would not cost the Town anything other than the 

purchase price; however, it has been nothing but cost and trouble.  He suggested that the Town look into 136 
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selling all of the property other than the 8 acres of recreation fields.  Chairman Landau suggested that the 

Wason Pond Committee members be asked to come in front of the Board to discuss the subject.  No action 138 
will be taken for now on gates or poles. 

 140 
Municipal Complex 
The area for new hot water tanks has been cleared. 142 
 
The stand-alone A/C unit in the ceiling of the Meeting Room continues to be noisy.  Russ Ouwerkerk 144 
worked on it this week, but has stated that either it should be replaced with a new unit, or the Meeting 
Room should be tied into the Municipal Complex’s air conditioning system.  Mr. Amato will get options and 146 
prices. 
 148 
Spring Hill Farm 
Phase I of the work on the Spring Hill Farmhouse is complete, and an RFP has been created for Phase II.  150 
This RFP has been published, and bids are due the afternoon of August 11th, 2016.  Mr. Amato is meeting 

with interested contractors in order to perform a walk-through before they place their bids. 152 
 

Safety Inspection 154 
Almost all of the issues raised during the Safety Inspection have been addressed.  These issues included 
installation of a basement railing at the Wason Pond Community Center, installation of eyewash stations, 156 
removal of an extension cord in Stevens Hall and replacement with a new outlet, ductwork cleaning in the 
Police Department, and inspection of heating systems and boilers.   158 
 
The indoor/outdoor carpet replacement at the Wason Pond Community Center remains to be completed.  160 
Mr. Amato is in the process of getting three (3) quotes for this work; he expects them to be under $5k. 

 162 
Suggested changes to the office layout in the Municipal Complex were also mentioned at this Safety 

Inspection.  Although “Dutch doors” were suggested, Chairman Landau would prefer not to cut the existing 164 
doors in half; he suggested installing additional shelf-topped half-doors that swing outwards on the outside 

of each door frame. 166 
 
Miscellaneous 168 
The Stevens Hall porch is complete.   
 170 
The septic tanks by the Annex/Police Department parking lot and Library recently had issues.  They were 

both snaked and pumped.  A new cement riser and cover is needed for the one by the Annex.  This should 172 
cost under $5k, so no bid process is needed. 

 174 
The County Workers will be returning soon.  Mr. Amato has lined up some painting jobs for them, as well 

as prepping the fields for soccer season. 176 
 

Mr. Amato departed the meeting at 7:40pm. 178 
 
IV. Selectmen’s Business 180 
 
4.1 Roundtable 182 
 
Selectman Cannon: 184 
 Nothing to report. 

 186 
Selectman Hagan: 
 Nothing to report. 188 
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Chairman Landau: 190 
 The updated Building Permit fees document, as discussed at the Public Hearing on July 21st, was 

amended slightly for clarity.  Chairman Landau moved to accept the new Building Permit 192 
fees, effective August 1st, 2016; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote 

was three in favor with Vice-Chairman Trask and Selectman Buckley absent; so 194 
moved. 

 The Board of Selectmen has been invited to Busche Academy’s closing ceremonies on Thursday, 196 
August 11th, at 9:30am. 

 The Board received a letter of resignation from Recreation Director Sharon DeLuca.  Her last day 198 
will be August 12th, 2016.  She is willing to assist in training her replacement.  Selectman Cannon 

moved to accept Ms. DeLuca’s Letter of Resignation; Selectman Hagan seconded the 200 
motion.  The vote was three in favor with Vice-Chairman Trask and Selectman Buckley 
absent; so moved. 202 

 Jean Packard has requested permission to close the building for a time on Friday, August 18th, in 

order to hold an Employee Appreciation Cookout at the Firehouse.  This will be paid for by funds 204 
from HealthTrust.  The Board was in favor of closing the building at lunchtime for ~90 minutes; 

this should be posted so that the Public is aware. 206 
 Fire Chief Bolduc has contacted the Board about his work collecting funds due to the Fire 

Department from former members.  One debtor had given ten years of service to the Department.  208 
Chairman Landau moved to advise Fire Chief Bolduc that the Board of Selectmen is 

willing to waive repayment a particular person’s debt; Selectman Cannon seconded 210 
the motion.  The vote was three in favor with Vice-Chairman Trask and Selectman 

Buckley absent; so moved. 212 
 

4.2 Public Comment 214 
 
As no members of the Public were in attendance, Public Comment was closed at 7:46pm. 216 

 
V. Adjournment 218 
 

Chairman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  220 
The vote was three in favor with Vice-Chairman Trask and Selectman Buckley absent; so 

moved. 222 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:47pm. 224 
 
 226 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 228 
Debra H. Doda 
Recording Secretary 230 


