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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 
Thursday, July 14th, 2016 

Municipal Complex 4 
Approved Minutes 

 6 
I Preliminaries 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment 

Approval of Minutes 14 
John Colman - Great Hill Cemetery 

Wason Pond - Ranger 16 
Fire outside Municipal Complex 

Discussion of Employee Salaries 18 
Roundtable 

Non-Public Sessions 20 
Adjournment 

 22 
1.1 Call to Order 
 24 
Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:02pm. 

 26 
1.2 Roll Call 
 28 
Selectmen present: 

 Cass Buckley  30 
Jack Cannon 

 Joseph Hagan  32 
Stephen Landau 

 Dick Trask 34 
 

Members of the Public present, at various times: 36 
John Colman, Great Hill Cemetery Trustee 

Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 38 
And others unknown to the Recording Secretary 

 40 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 42 
Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 44 
1.4 Additions and Deletions 
 46 
A brief discussion with John Colman was added, under Old Business. 

 48 
1.5 Public Comment 
 50 
As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 7:05pm. 

 52 
II. Old Business 
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 54 
2.1 Approval of Minutes 
 56 
This subject was not addressed tonight.  There is a sheet in the Selectmen’s Office on which Selectmen 
can note their approval of past minutes. 58 
 

2.2 John Colman - Great Hill Cemetery 60 
 

Mr. Colman asked the Board if the funds the Great Hill Cemetery Trustees had requested to be encumbered 62 
have been confirmed; as the month has yet to be closed, they have not, but it appears likely that they will 

be available. 64 
 

The Board also briefly discussed with Mr. Colman some correspondence from Terry Knowles about the 66 
status of Cemetery Trustees; this still needs to be passed by the Legislature, but Selectman Hagan does 
not believe that this will be an issue.  In the future, it might be necessary for the Town to fund both sets 68 
of Cemetery Trustees. 
 70 
Mr. Colman also inquired about an expected letter from Town Counsel Gorrow; this has yet to be written, 

but Chairman Landau will notify Mr. Colman when it is available. 72 
 

Vice-Chairman Trask noted that the County Workers will be back in Town the week of August 15th; he 74 
plans to make them available to the Great Hill Cemetery Trustees for two days, and asked Mr. Colman to 

choose his preferred days.  The Trustees need to direct them, and buy them lunch; bathroom access will 76 
be arranged by the Board.  They are supervised by an Officer at all times. 

 78 
Mr. Colman departed the meeting at 7:09pm. 
 80 
III. New Business 
 82 
3.1 Wason Pond - Ranger 
 84 
Chairman Landau attended Monday night’s meeting of the Wason Pond Commission, along with Selectman 

Buckley, Police Chief Berube, and Town Counsel Gorrow.  In short, the Commission would like the Board 86 
of Selectmen to hire a person or persons to monitor Wason Pond during its periods of higher usage, i.e., 

weekdays from 4pm - 8pm and weekends from 10am - 8pm, through Labor or Columbus Day, depending 88 
on the weather.   
 90 
The Ranger, or Monitor, could carry a walkie-talkie and be in immediate contact with the Police Department, 
should they be needed to handle a situation, but would not be a Police Officer.  A strictly defined list of 92 
responsibilities would be created, with the end result being that the property is kept clean and safe.  This 
topic was discussed before the last budget planning season, but no decision was made, and no funds put 94 
into the Wason Pond budget.  This is likely to cost in the $5k range for this calendar year. 

 96 
The resident of the Wason Pond Cottage is not an immediate solution, and should be considered as a 

separate issue. 98 
 

After much discussion, it was determined that hiring an outside Security company would be the best 100 
option. 
 102 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved that the Board look into hiring a security company to patrol 
Wason Pond; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 104 
affirmative; so moved. 
 106 
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Vice-Chairman Trask will spearhead this process. 

 108 
3.2 Fire outside Municipal Complex 
 110 
On Friday, July 1st, at ~8:45am, a transformer on a telephone pole outside the Municipal Complex caught 

fire, causing the building’s electricity to go out and sending smoke into the back of the building.  The Fire 112 
Department responded, Rockingham County Dispatch took over dispatching for the Police Department, 
and the building’s employees were sent home.  Primex promptly sent an adjuster; Boston Systems and 114 
Granite State Telephone responded on Tuesday (when the building opened after the 4th of July holiday), 
and resolved any outstanding issues at no cost. 116 
 
Some of the costs: 118 
 

 PACT lost four backup batteries at ~$200 each, 120 
 Chairman Landau spent $71 on lunch for the essential employees who remained on duty, 

 employees that were sent home will receive regular pay, 122 
 essential employees who remained will receive time and a half pay, and 

 the Fire Department’s total cost was $667.65, broken down as $332.93 for staff and $334.72 for 124 
equipment. 

 126 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved that the Town not file an insurance claim for the July 1st, 2016 
fire; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so 128 
moved. 

 130 
Selectman Hagan moved that the Town reimburse Chairman Landau $71 for the lunch he 

purchased; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 132 
affirmative; so moved. 

 134 
3.3 Discussion of Employee Salaries 
 136 
Chairman Landau noted that as it is now July, the subject of employee salaries should be discussed.  He 
reminded the Board of the plan he had presented at the BOS meeting of June 16th that linked full time 138 
employee pay increases to CPI.  This is not applicable to the Police Department. 
 140 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved to implement the Employee Compensation plan as presented by 

Chairman Landau at the BOS meeting of June 16th, 2016; Selectman Cannon seconded the 142 
motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Buckley abstaining; so moved. 

 144 
Selectman Buckley noted that he would like the Town’s budget to stay in line with CPI, also; a suggestion 

was made that in that case, the School budget should be held to the same standard.  This is a topic for 146 
future discussion. 

 148 
IV. Selectmen’s Business 
 150 
4.1 Roundtable 
 152 
Selectman Cannon: 
 He would like to know how much the Pulpit Rock Road work is expected to cost, as it appears that 154 

there might be enough surplus in last year’s budget to cover the entire amount.  Selectman Hagan 
will contact Road Agent Oleson. 156 

 
Vice-Chairman Trask: 158 
 Nothing to report. 
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 160 
Selectman Buckley:  
 He inquired why the “Balance Remaining - Operating Budget” figure of $275,541.00 on the Year 162 

End 2016 Estimated worksheet does not match up with the “Balance Remaining - General Fund” 

figure of $307,125.08 on the Actual & Budgeted Expenses & Encumbrances spreadsheet.  Finance 164 
Director Smith should be consulted. 

 166 
 Jack Munn of the SNHPC has asked the Planning Board if the funds they requested to be 

encumbered have been confirmed; as the month has yet to be closed, they have not, but it 168 
appears likely that they will be available. 

 170 
Selectman Hagan: 
 Nothing to report. 172 
 
Chairman Landau: 174 
 The Board has received a letter about the June 15th, 2016 Safety Audit; there were not many 

issues, and most have already been addressed. 176 
 

 The Town Clerk’s office has new hours, effective Saturday, July 16th, 2016; these are as follows: 178 
 

o Monday 8am - 1pm 180 
o Tuesday 12pm - 7pm (12pm - 4pm when only one employee available) 

o Wednesday 8am - 1pm 182 
o Thursday 12pm - 4pm 
o Friday 8am - 1pm 184 
o Saturday 8am - 12pm (on the 3rd Saturday of each month only) 
 186 
There is also a drop box outside of the Municipal Complex for use outside of regular business 
hours.  The Town Clerk’s telephone number is (603) 887-3636. 188 
 

 The Board needs to provide a letter to the Finance Department in order to clarify the Town Clerk’s 190 
pay rate as of the May election.   
 192 
Chairman Landau moved that the Town Clerk be paid according to the Agreement out 
of the previous year’s salary line until the end of the Fiscal Year; Selectman Hagan 194 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 196 
4.2 Public Comment 
 198 
As no members of the Public were in attendance, Public Comment was closed at 8:07pm. 

 200 
4.3 Non-Public Sessions 

 202 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved that the Board go into non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 II 
(c) Reputation; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 204 
affirmative; so moved.  
 206 
The meeting room was closed at 8:08pm. 

 208 
The meeting room was re-opened at 8:13pm. 

 210 
Vice-Chairman Trask moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Chairman Landau 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  212 
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Vice-Chairman Trask moved that the minutes to the non-public session on Reputation be 214 
sealed for a period of ninety (90) days; Chairman Landau seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  216 
 

V. Adjournment 218 
 
Chairman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Hagan seconded the motion.  220 
The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  
 222 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 
 224 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 226 
 

Debra H. Doda 228 
Recording Secretary 


