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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 

Thursday, November 8th, 2012 

Municipal Complex 4 

Approved Minutes 

 6 

I Preliminaries 

 8 

7:00 PM Call the Meeting to Order 

Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 

Approval of Minutes 14 

Private Wells Proposed Regulation:  Potable Water Test Results 

Roundtable 16 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 

Adjournment 18 

 

1.1 Call to Order 20 

 

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 22 

7:03pm. 

 24 

1.2 Roll Call 
 26 

Selectmen present: 

 Jack Cannon 28 

Joseph Hagan (departed at 7:35pm) 

Stephen Landau 30 

 Richard LeBlanc (arrived at 7:15pm) 

Michael Weider 32 

 

Members of the Public present, at various times: 34 

Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 

Thom Roy, Building Inspector 36 

Leroy Scott 

And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary 38 

 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 40 

 

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 42 

 

1.4 Additions and Deletions 44 

 

The following additions or deletions were made:  non-public sessions were added, two on reputation 46 
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and one on compensation. 

 48 

1.5 Public Comment 
 50 

Chairman Landau wished to make public comment.  He wished Dr. Hagan a happy birthday; thanked 

all who voted on Tuesday, noting that the Town had a better than 82% turnout and 300 new voters 52 

were registered; and he thanked Mr. & Mrs. Ted Scott for their generous donation from their farm 

to the Soup Kitchen and Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. 54 

 

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He inquired about a previously mentioned walkthrough with 56 

a contractor at the Transfer Station.  Chairman Landau reported that the walkthrough had taken 

place and that the Board was satisfied with the outcome. 58 

 

Mr. Scott also asked about the Red Dolloff plaque for the Fire Station entryway; it has yet to be 60 

hung, and it’s been two months since the Fire Station was dedicated.  Chairman Landau stated that 

he believes that the wall itself needs to be cut, and that the Maintenance department would be 62 

performing that work, but he will follow up on it. 

 64 

Mr. Scott also inquired about an email he had received about the Chester College property.  He 

reported that this email stated that the property had been bought by a developer who intended to 66 

make it into a halfway house with a number of detainees in residence; an appointment with this 

developer was on the Planning Board agenda, but had not taken place.  Selectman Weider stated 68 

that the property had not been sold, and that a person interested in purchasing it had made an 

appointment to meet with the Planning Board but then cancelled due to a conflict.  This person is a 70 

representative from Granite House, a program for men ages 18-35; they have sites all over the East 

Coast.  The Planning Board is willing to meet with anyone who is interested in the property.  Mr. 72 

Scott wants to be sure that any meetings about this property are open to the public so that the 

residents can weigh in. 74 

 

As no other members of the public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 7:12pm. 76 

 

II. Old Business 78 

 

2.1 Approval of Minutes 80 

 
This subject was not addressed tonight. 82 

 

2.2 Private Wells Proposed Regulation:  Potable Water Test Results 84 

 

Building Inspector Roy appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed regulation for Potable 86 

Water Test Results.  It reads as follows: 

 88 

The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Chester, New Hampshire acting under 

R.S.A. Chapter 147 Section I, and by any other power thereto enabling and acting 90 

hereunder and in accordance therewith, has, in the interest of and for the 

preservation of the public health, duly made and adopted the following rules and 92 
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regulations. 

 94 

Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for any dwelling supplied by a 

private well system, the owner shall submit to the Building Inspector the water 96 

quality test results, from a NH Certified Well Testing Lab, for the NHDES 

recommended Standard Analysis as stated in Environmental Fact Sheet 1,2 WD-98 

DWGB-2-1 dated 2011, as may be amended. 

 100 

All drinking water wells shall be tested to the NH DES recommended standard 

analysis for drinking water.  The test results shall show a comparison to the EPA 102 

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) Standards.  All tested parameters shall be 

disclosed to the purchaser of a property prior to closing.   Such evidence of 104 

disclosure may be requested by the Building Inspector. 

 106 

This requirement cannot be construed as a guarantee by the Town of Chester or its 

agents that the water system will function satisfactorily or that the system will 108 

remain at the tested levels.   Periodic testing is advised. 

 110 

These regulations shall take effect upon approval by the Board of Selectmen, 

publication and being recorded by the Town Clerk, Town of Chester, New Hampshire. 112 

 
1 The NH DES fact sheet, “Suggested Water Quality Testing for Private Wells”, further recommends 114 

that this analysis be completed every 3-5 years (except for bacteria and nitrate which are recommended 

yearly). 116 

 
2 Arsenic testing is included in the recommended standard analysis, WD-DWGB-2-1. 118 

 

Building Inspector Roy stated that he had reviewed the original wording with Town Counsel, and 120 

together they had changed Paragraph 2 to clarify who should test the water, and Paragraph 3 to 

clarify what standards should be considered in testing.  Town Counsel has approved this version. 122 

 

There was some discussion about the regulations, and the changes - Selectman Cannon wants to be 124 

sure that a copy of the disclosure with signatures from both the buyer and the seller is kept on file 

by the Building Inspector – and the Board agreed to sign the document as it stands.  Vice-Chairman 126 

Hagan applauded this institutional, not bureaucratic, approach. 

 128 

Selectman Weider moved that the Board accept the Private Wells Proposed Regulation:  Potable 

Water Test Results as drafted; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in 130 

the affirmative; so moved. 

 132 

Building Inspector Roy will post copies of this regulation at the Post Office and the School; copies 

will be available outside his office. 134 

 

Building Inspector Roy departed the meeting at 7:32pm. 136 

 

III. New Business 138 
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There was no New Business to transact. 140 

 

IV. Selectmen's Business 142 

 
4.1 Roundtable 144 

 
Selectman Cannon: 146 

• He would like to discuss a solution to the problem of leaving the Transfer Station’s plastic, 

metal, and glass recycling containers uncovered for another winter.  Mr. Healey currently 148 

puts plywood over the top and shovels them, but this cannot continue.  Chairman Landau has 

plans drawn up by Dubois & King to extend the roof, and will get cost estimates from 150 

contractors to see what can be done and when.  In the meantime, some sort of weighted 

vinyl curtain would be useful; Chairman Landau will look at the catalogue the Town has on 152 

hand.   

 154 

Selectman Weider: 
• Nothing to report. 156 

 

Selectman LeBlanc: 158 

• It has been reported that there are shingles on the ground by the Post Office; the roofer 

will be called to repair the area. 160 

• Dick Trask is willing to take the valueless copy machine from the hallway. 

 162 

Chairman Landau:  
• Nothing to report. 164 

 
4.2 Public Comment 166 

 

As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 7:52pm. 168 

 

4.3 Non-Public Session 170 

 

Selectman Weider moved that the Board go into non-public session under RSA 91A:3 II (a) 172 

Compensation and (c), Reputation, Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote was four in 

favor with Vice-Chairman Hagan no longer in attendance; so moved. 174 

 

The Meeting Room was closed at 7:54pm. 176 

 

The Meeting Room was re-opened at 8:50pm. 178 

 

Chairman Landau moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Cannon seconded 180 

the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Vice-Chairman Hagan no longer in attendance; so 

moved. 182 

 

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to all three non-public sessions be sealed for an indefinite 184 

period; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Vice-Chairman 
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Hagan no longer in attendance; so moved. 186 

 

V. Adjournment 188 

 

Selectman LeBlanc moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The 190 

vote was four in favor with Vice-Chairman Hagan no longer in attendance; so moved. 

 192 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52pm. 

 194 

 

 196 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 198 

Debra H. Doda 


