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Town of Chester 

Board of Selectmen Meeting 2 

Thursday, October 25th, 2012 

Municipal Complex 4 

Approved Minutes 

 6 

I Preliminaries 

 8 

1.1 Call to Order  

 10 

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 

7:07pm. 12 

 

1.2 Roll Call 14 

 

Selectmen present: 16 

 Jack Cannon 

 Joseph Hagan 18 

 Stephen Landau 

 Richard LeBlanc 20 

Michael Weider 

 22 

Members of the Public present, at various times: 

John Colman – Town Citizen Recognition Committee 24 

Carol Croteau 

Pat Martin - BOS Administrative Assistant 26 

Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 

Leroy Scott 28 

And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary 

 30 

1.3 Agenda 

 32 

Appointments: 

Carol Croteau, Candidate for Senator 34 

Kelly Upham-Torosian, Candidate for State Representative 

John Colman – Town Citizen Recognitions 36 

Mike Oleson – Highway Job Applicants 

Donald Brown – ZBA Chair 38 

 

Approval of Minutes 40 

Roundtable 

Adjournment 42 

 

 44 
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1.4 Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 46 

 

1.5 Additions and Deletions 48 

 

Selectman Weider added one non-public session under pending litigation; Chairman Landau 50 

added one non-public session under reputation. Chairman Landau advised the BOS that Kelly 

Upham-Torosian was sick and would not be at the meeting tonight; there will be an additional 52 

appointment with the ZBA for the re-appointment of Kevin Scott. 

  54 

II New Business 

 56 

Appointments 

 58 

3.1 Carol Croteau – Candidate for Senator 

 60 

Ms. Croteau introduced herself to the BOS and talked about her background and her 

campaign to run for senator in District 23 (which includes Chester). Ms. Croteau has been 62 

involved in NH anti-bullying campaigns (working in a bi-partisan manner to accomplish these 

goals), she believes a good education will enhance the workforce and increase the number of 64 

jobs in NH.  

 66 

 Public Comment: none. 

 68 

 Member Comment: Chairman Landau stated that he was unhappy with a comment made about 

the BOS and their fiscal management of the Town. The contract was for $7,250; he 70 

receives $2,500 and the other members receive $2,000. The BOS often engages in 

discussions where some members do not agree on the interpretation of the rules however 72 

the BOS is working with the best interests of the Town and its citizens in mind. The BOS 

encourages the public to speak up and ask questions at their regular meetings. 74 

 

3.2 ZBA Re-appointment - Kevin Scott & Donald Brown (ZBA Chairman) 76 

 

Chairman Landau stated that Kevin Scott would like to be re-appointed to the ZBA; he has 78 

been a member of the ZBA since 2004. This process is a formality and the BOS appreciated 

Mr. Scott coming in. Vice-Chairman Hagan stated that in his experience Mr. Scott seems to 80 

be a reasonable and common sense guy; the BOS would like to keep the communications open 

between the ZBA and BOS. 82 

 

Chairman Landau made a motion to re-appoint Kevin Scott as a full-time member of the ZBA; 84 

Selectman Cannon seconded. All members of the BOS were in favor; so moved. 

 86 

7:18pm 

 88 

 Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into non-public session under RSA 91A:3 II (c), 

Reputation, Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 90 
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affirmative; so moved.  

 92 

7:32pm 

 94 

 Selectman Weider moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Cannon 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 96 

 

 Selectman LeBlanc moved that the minutes from the non-public session be sealed 98 

indefinitely; Selectman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 

affirmative; so moved. 100 

 

3.3 Town Citizen Recognition Committee (Heritage Committee) – John Colman, Darrell Quinn, 102 

Web Anderson, Genevieve Rowell, Dick Noyes & Judy Balk 

 104 

Mr. Colman explained what the committee has been doing; (each member has been 

researching a citizen for next year) however this year the committee would like to 106 

recommend John West as the honoree for the Town report. The committee proposed a 

monument in front of Stevens Hall; the citizens that are honored will have a plaque with 108 

their name on added to the monument. The committee has discussed with the Historical 

Society, having a memorial wall inside Stevens Hall where photos and additional information 110 

about the recipients and their contribution to the Town can be added. The awards are post 

humus only and there may not be someone every year. The BOS and committee members 112 

discussed how to fund the monument and the time frame for the project. Selectman Weider 

suggested making a book to accompany the research and information on the recipients that 114 

could be borrowed by citizens in addition to the memorial wall and monument. The committee 

would like to get the centerpiece of the monument first then the two side pieces can be 116 

added; an estimate for the monument based on other similar projects would be around $5K 

for the monument and then $2K for the pavers / platform. The committee would like John 118 

West to be in the next Town report and the dedication of the monument at Town Fair 2013.  

 120 

3.4 Highway Department Job Applicants: Chairman Landau stated that the Town has received 5 

resumes for the Highway Department job; the BOS decided that Mike Oleson should review 122 

the resumes and bring the candidates to meet the BOS once he has narrowed them down.  

 124 

3.5 Hazardous Waste Day: Chairman Landau advised the public of the upcoming Hazardous 

Waste Day in Kingston on October 27th from 9 – 12 noon. You will need proof of residency. 126 

 

3.6 Fremont Road Culvert Replacement: Ms. Newnan, the grant writer, advised the BOS that 128 

the Town engineer will be talking to the lowest bidder for this job to see if they are still 

interested in the work. An appeal will be made to FEMA to get a reduction in the cost of the 130 

project by $5K; the Town’s FEMA contact thinks this will likely happen. The Town needs to 

check if they are responsible for a 25% match of the additional $5K from FEMA. As such, 132 

the project will start late spring however the large culvert needs to be ordered which 

involves some pre-engineering work at approximately $3K. Selectman Weider suggested that 134 

the Town purchase the culvert using their portion of the funding which has been raised and 

appropriated which means they can get a municipal discount and then have the contractor 136 
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install the culvert.  

 138 

 Selectman LeBlanc made a motion to proceed with the Fremont Road Culvert Project using 

the lowest bidder for this job (as long as the original bid is honored); Vice-Chairman Hagan 140 

seconded. All were in favor; so moved. Ms. Newnan will have FEMA review the project and 

the job should be done in late spring 2013. 142 

 

III Old Business 144 

 

2.1 Minutes: 146 

 

 The BOS reviewed the minutes from the following date: 10.18.2012. 148 

 

Selectman Weider made a motion to accept the BOS minutes from 10.18.2012 as amended. 150 

Selectman LeBlanc seconded; all members of the BOS were in favor; so moved. 

 152 

Line 92 - Selectman LeBlanc has since learned that the ex-PACT member was not an 

employee of Comcast at the time of the contract. 154 

 

IV Selectmen's Business 156 

 

4.1 Roundtable 158 

 

Selectman Cannon:  160 

 Selectman Cannon would like to determine how much propane is in stock prior to the 

expected storms next week. Any delay to Halloween will be called by the Police Chief; 162 

Chairman Landau has asked the road agent to prepare for a major storm. 

 164 

Selectman Weider: 

 Selectman Weider asked the BOS if they had any knowledge of why there was a Haz-mat 166 

bill for cleanup on Lane Road. The bill totaled $850; the Town contracts with the State 

Haz-mat program at $6K per year for these matters; was there any evidence collected to 168 

assist with prosecution for the illegal dumping of hazardous materials.  

 170 

Selectman Weider stated that some residents from Lincoln Lane met with the PB to discuss 

the paving of their road and options open to them to recover costs from their developer.  172 

 

Selectman LeBlanc: Nothing to report. 174 

 

Vice-Chairman Hagan: The Tammy Grimes fundraiser will be delayed until spring due to an injury. 176 

   

Chairman Landau: 178 

Chairman Landau read out a notice regarding the tax rate setting and notice to the Tax 

Collector to collect the taxes for December 2012. The overall tax rate for 2012 is 180 

$23.85; the 2011 tax rate was $24.19. The breakdown of the tax rate is as follows: 

 182 
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Town Tax: $5.779 for 2012; was $5.863 in 2011 

County:  $1.045 for 2012; was $1.060 in 2011 184 

Local School:  $14.428 for 2012; was $14.637 in 2011 

State School: $2.597 for 2012; was $2.627 in 2011 186 

 

DRA recommends that the fund balance for each Town be between 10 – 17% of assessed 188 

value: the Town has $1,193,228 which is below the 10% recommendation at this time. 

 190 

The BOS signed a letter that waives the install fees for a new gas tank / line installation at 

the American Legion. 192 

 

4.2 Public Comment 194 

 

 Mr. Colman stood and was recognized by the BOS. He asked when the lighting for the flag 196 

at the cemetery will be finished; Chairman Landau has contacted PSNH about having a power 

line added for this job so the flag can be permanently lit.  198 

 

Mr. Colman stated that he recently attended an event at Stevens Hall however a lot of the 200 

attendees were seniors that found accessing the second floor where the concert was being 

held very difficult. There is an elevator to the first floor but not to the second floor so 202 

they had to make it up the stairs in order to see the concert. There is only space for a 

wheelchair in the elevator however the elevator is operated by a second person with a key 204 

to the panel. Mr. Colman recommends a handicap ramp so that all members of the public 

could access Stevens Hall; he asked if there was a chance that the Town could install a 206 

double stair lift to access the second floor. Selectman Cannon stated that an audit of the 

building would need to be performed based on ADA requirements and then the BOS could 208 

consider their recommendations and how to fund any projects. One area of concern would be 

emergency evacuations for attendees especially if they are handicapped and the elevator 210 

facilities are limited. 

 212 

Mr. Scott stood and was recognized by the BOS. He agreed with Mr. Colman’s comments. He 

asked if the ground around the war memorial is hallowed ground and if such, all of the signs 214 

should be removed from the area. He also recommended that the brush under the covered 

bridge be cut back. 216 

 

The next meeting of the BOS will be Thursday November 1st at 7pm. 218 

 

4.3 Non-Public Session 220 

  

8:46pm 222 

 

Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into non-public session for two items under RSA 91A:3 II 224 

(c), Reputation, and RSA 91A:3 II (e), Pending Litigation; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  226 

 

8:55pm 228 
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Chairman Landau moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Vice-Chairman Hagan 230 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 

 232 

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes from the non-public session regarding litigation be sealed 

for 2 years; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so 234 

moved. 

 236 

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes from the non-public session regarding reputation be 

sealed indefinitely; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the 238 

affirmative; so moved. 

 240 

V. Adjournment 

 242 

Chairman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman LeBlanc seconded the motion.  The vote 

was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved. 244 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm. 246 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 248 

 

Sarah E Scanlan 250 


