Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – August 12th, 2010


Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, August 12th, 2010

Municipal Complex

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:03pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:


Jack Cannon


Joe Castricone


Gene Charron


Stephen Landau



Michael Weider (arrived at 7:35pm)

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Bill Burke, Police Chief


Bill Chergwin, Recreation Commission


Timothy Cusato


Barbara Dolloff


Bob Flanders, Interim Building Inspector


Midge Gould


Bill Lonergan, Recreation Commission


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Kim Misco


Kathy Moltenbrey


Steve Moltenbrey


Sharon Mulrennan


Corinna Reishus, Recreation Commission


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times


Mark Smigielski


And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Additions and Deletions

Two non-public sessions were added:  one with Police Chief Burke on reputation, and one with Interim Building Inspector Flanders on litigation.

1.5
Public Comment

As no members of the public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 7:05pm.

II.
Old Business

There was no old business to be addressed tonight.

III.
New Business

3.1
Part-Time Police Officer Appointments

Police Chief Burke appeared before the Board with conditionally hired part-time officers Timothy Cusato and Mark Smigielski.

The Board gave Mr. Cusato and Mr. Smigielski an overview of the Town of Chester, encouraging them to meet and talk to the Townspeople.

Mr. Cusato lives in Raymond, and this would be a second career for him.  He will be starting the Part-Time Academy on August 14th.

Mr. Smigielski has lived in Chester for four years.  As he lives in Chester, he can be available quickly.  He has had his full-time certification, and will be given a CD to study in order that he might test out of the Part-Time Academy.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the Board appoint Timothy J. Cusato as a part-time officer with the Chester Police Department; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider yet to arrive; so moved.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the Board appoint Mark J. Smigielski as a part-time officer with the Chester Police Department; Selectman Charron seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider yet to arrive; so moved.

Officers Cusato and Smigielski departed the meeting at 7:26pm.

3.2
Recreation Commission – Caretakers Cottage & Recreation Coordinator

Bill Chergwin, Bill Lonergan, Sharon Mulrennan, and Corinna Reishus appeared before the Board to discuss Recreation matters.

Mr. Lonergan informed the Board that the Commission had begun looking for a new Recreation Coordinator to replace Mr. Moltenbrey back in May, advertising in the Tri-Town Times, and on Facebook and Craigslist.  As of June 14th, they had only received three resumes; they reposted, and received two more.  Of these five, they believed that Chester resident Ms. Mulrennan stood out above the rest, and they recommended that she be hired.  The Commission provided Ms. Mulrennan's resume and application for the Board's perusal.  The position is part-time; 30 hours a week at $12/hour, and no benefits.  Her references were checked; a criminal background check will be performed.

She will be continuing her weekend job as a disc jockey.  The necessary recreation coordinator hours will not be an issue insofar as this existing job is concerned; her children are in the Recreation Department programs and they currently end in time.

Selectman Charron asked if the Board normally had to approval the advertising of a position; Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that they did not.

Selectman Weider asked what she planned to do differently.  Ms. Mulrennan stated that she would like to add more programs to serve residents from children up through seniors, including group trips in conjunction with other surrounding towns.  By partnering with other towns, larger trips could be planned.

Selectman Charron asked if it would be possible to provide a schedule of Recreation Department events for, as Selectman Castricone noted, the Selectmen's Office in the person of Administrative Assistant Martin would then be able to provide that sort of information to visitors.    Chairman Landau assured the Commission that the Board had no desire to micromanage; they understood that Ms. Mulrennan would report to the Commission, but as the Town's Administrators, they would like to be able to answer questions.

Chairman Landau moved to hire Sharon Mulrennan as the Recreation Coordinator; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Mr. Lonergan wished to thank Mr. Moltenbrey publicly for the great job he had done for the past 3.5 years, and suggested to the Board that Mr. Moltenbrey be allowed to continue to lease the Caretakers Cottage at Wason Pond on a one-year lease.  He stated that it was essential that the right person be there to take care of the Town's asset, and that Mr. Moltenbrey was doing a tremendous job.  Chairman Landau noted that the Board was only able to sign a lease that would run through June 30th, which is the end of the current fiscal year.

Selectman Castricone moved to allow Steve Moltenbrey to extend the Caretakers Cottage lease agreement until June 30th, 2011; Selectman Weider seconded the motion for discussion purposes.

Chairman Landau stated that the Town would have to give Mr. Moltenbrey a position as Caretaker and pay him $1 a year in order that he be covered under the Town's insurance.

Mr. Moltenbrey joined the Board and Commission at the meeting table at this point, which was 7:54pm; Ms. Mulrennan departed the meeting.

Selectman Weider stated that the lease language needed to be amended to include Mr. Moltenbrey's spouse, now that he was married.

Vice-Chairman Cannon asked Mr. Moltenbrey how long he had been paying the rent of $250/month; he stated that it dated back to the summer of 2007, which is three years, and that he pays the electricity and propane separately.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked the Commission if they had considered raising the rent; they stated that they had not, because of Mr. Moltenbrey's performance of the caretaker duties.

Selectman Weider asked if Mr. Moltenbrey was using any other buildings on the property; he stated that they used the garage as a workshop (to make Wason Pond signage) and the store attic for storage.  Selectman Weider asked if his renters' insurance covered these locations; it did not.  Selectman Weider suggested that Mr. Moltenbrey alert his insurance agent about these buildings, because the Town's insurance would not cover them.  He also would like the lease language to specify that the fireplace should be inspected annually.

Vice-Chairman Cannon asked the Board if they wanted the rental amount to be raised; Selectman Charron asked to see the Caretaker job description.

Selectman Weider asked Mr. Moltenbrey if he issued the fire permits.  Apparently anyone who wants a fire needs to go through Mr. Moltenbrey, who procures the permit from the Fire Department; this way both he and the Fire Department are aware of any fires.

Selectman Charron stated that he sees the advantage of having a caretaker on site, but believes the rent is low.  Mr. Chergwin stated that the cottage is very small.  Mr. Moltenbrey agreed that the rent is low, but stated that it is offset by the work he and Mrs. Moltenbrey do on the property.  He stated that they provide assistance and guidance to some 100-150 patrons each day of the week.

Jeannie (last name not given) stood and was recognized.  She stated that she has lived in Town for four years, and when she first moved here, the Wason Pond area looked terrible.  She stated that the Moltonbreys take good care of the site and are good with people, and that the Town would be foolish to lose them.

Selectman Weider is concerned that Mrs. Moltenbrey is also working as a caretaker, as this makes a difference to the Town's liability for Workers' Comp insurance.  He would like the following items added to the lease:

· the use of the garage and store attic,

· an annual inspection of the fireplace by the Fire Chief, and

· adding Mrs. Moltenbrey to the lease.

Mr. Moltenbrey confirmed that the current lease runs out on August 31st, and wants to be certain of where he is going to be living after that date.

Selectman Castricone rescinded his motion; Selectman Weider rescinded his second.

Chairman Landau moved that the Board sign the lease for rental of the Caretakers Cottage at Wason Pond including its accouterments to the couple, Steve and Kathy Moltenbrey, residing there as caretakers; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Selectman Weider mentioned impact fees.  Mr. Chergwin stated that these would be discussed at the next meeting of the Recreation Commission, as Planners would be coming in September and it needed to be discussed by then.

Mr. Lonergan brought up the Dream Room.  He stated that the Recreation Commission had only read in the Tri-Town Times that the Dream Room had been given to the Clothing Pantry, and had not been told themselves that they had lost a classroom of 900 sq ft.  Chairman Landau agreed that they should have been told in person, and stated that he and Selectman Castricone were currently attempting to replace that 900 sq ft for the Recreation Commission.  He explained that they selected that location for the Clothing Pantry because of its location and the outside doors.  He mentioned an example of when the Board was caught off guard by a Commission action, and stated that the Board and the Commission need to work on communications.

Selectman Weider asked if the room had been cleaned out and turned over; Selectman Castricone stated that Peter had been boxing items up.  Ms. Reishus stated that she had cleared out her Girl Scout items.  Mr. Moltenbrey stated that he would be glad to store items if need be.  Chairman Landau stated that he expected to have located 900 sq ft for the Girl Scouts by the time they began meeting at the start of the school year.

Selectman Weider asked why Chairman Landau and Selectman Castricone were trying to find 900 sq ft for the Recreation Commission, as there was no more Dream program; Ms. Reishus stated that the Commission had discussed putting other programs into that room before they knew it was taken away from them.

Mr. Moltenbrey departed the meeting at 8:29pm.

Barbara Dolloff stood and was recognized.  She asked why the Girl Scouts could not continue to use the space; Ms. Reishus stated that it wasn't specifically the Girl Scouts, but the loss of a classroom setting.  Chairman Landau suggested that he, Selectman Castricone, Mrs. Dolloff, and the Recreation Commission meet; Selectman Castricone stated that once he sees the recreation schedule, he will be better able to find the necessary 900 sq ft.

The Recreation Commission departed the meeting at 8:33pm.

IV.
Selectmen's Business

4.1
Approval of Minutes

This subject was not addressed at tonight's meeting.

4.2
Public Comment

As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 8:34pm.

4.3
 Non-Public Session

Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (c), Reputation and RSA 91-A:3 II (e), Litigation.  Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  The Meeting Room was closed at 8:35pm.  Interim Building Inspector Flanders and Police Chief Burke remained in the meeting.

Interim Building Inspector Flanders departed the meeting at 8:43pm.

Police Chief Burke departed the meeting at 9:31pm.

The Meeting Room was reopened at 10:15pm.

Selectman Castricone moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the minutes to the non-public session on Litigation be sealed for an indefinite period; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the minutes to the non-public session with Police Chief Burke on Reputation be sealed for one year; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the minutes to the second non-public session on Reputation be sealed for sixty days; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the third non-public session on Reputation be sealed for one year; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

The minutes to the final non-public session will not be sealed.

4.4
Roundtable

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· Rod & Gun Club Road Permit Update:  Road Agent Oleson is working with Dubois & King, and Meridian Land Services.  This will take a few (2-3) thousand dollars, and take 2-3 months.  The permit will be good for five years.

Selectman Weider:

· Nothing to report.

Selectman Castricone:

· He has heard from Dubois & King about the boiler bids; clarity is needed, and they provided him with a form to send to the bidders.  Bidders #3, 4, and 5 will be attending next week's meeting at 15 minute intervals beginning at 7:30pm.  He also reported that Bidder #3's bid should have been $63,888 rather than $68,888; the math was wrong.

Selectman Charron:

· There will be a meeting on September 1st at the Raymond High School on the Mottolo Pig Farm.

Chairman Landau:

· An indemnification release was received from Granite State Telephone.

· Although he has mowing approval for the landfill cap, they are going to hold off due to the dryness.  They wish to avoid damaging the cap.

· There is an issue with the police window.  It has been ordered; the cost of $4,400 includes installation.  Selectman Charron is displeased that the necessary funds were not encumbered, but the work must be done, due to liability.  Selectman Charron moved that the cost to be borne out of Police Department funds; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  Selectman Castricone stated that the Budget Committee had taken the money out of the Budget; Chairman Landau stated that it was a bottom line budget.  Vice-Chairman Cannon, as liaison, should tell Police Chief Burke to go ahead with the work.  Selectman Charron asked if each Department had its own maintenance line; they do not.  The question was called; the vote was four in favor with Vice-Chairman Cannon opposed; so moved.

· Administrative Assistant Martin spent $17 on key duplication; this cost will be taken out of the maintenance line, but a new and more appropriate line should be created.

· Today he went with the Cemetery Trustees and the Mason to the Branch Cemetery.  There is a pole anchor that needs to be moved; PSNH has been contacted and they will be handling this.  The wall will need to be 6” further out.  The State has offered to help with barriers to protect the workers.  The work will take 7 days to complete, and will begin in 3-5 weeks, depending on PSNH's schedule.  Chairman Landau wishes to discuss closing that end of Hanson Road; Vice-Chairman Cannon suggested closing it during non-commuter hours.  Chairman Landau will talk to Police Chief Burke, Fire Chief Antoine, and Road Agent Oleson.

V.
Adjournment

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:29pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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