Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – August 19th, 2010


Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, August 19th, 2010

Municipal Complex

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:04pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:


Jack Cannon


Joe Castricone


Gene Charron


Stephen Landau

Selectmen absent:


Michael Weider

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Charters Brothers Construction and Kingston Mechanical


Barbara Dolloff


Eckhardt & Johnson


Granite State Plumbing and Heating


Midge Gould


Ideal Temp


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Steve Moltenbrey


Elizabeth Richter


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times


Leroy Scott


And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Additions and Deletions

Two non-public sessions were added.

1.5
Public Comment

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He asked for an update on the generator, as there was already $48k invested in it and it was not yet usable.  Selectman Castricone stated that he had the bids in hand and that they would be opened tonight.  He hoped to have the project finished by Labor Day.

Mr. Scott also asked who was responsible for cleanup at Wason Pond; Selectman Castricone stated that it was Steve Moltenbrey.  Mr. Scott stated that there was an area near the rope swing that was littered with towels, soda cans, and Dunkin Donut cups.  Selectman Castricone will look into it.

As no other members of the public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 7:07pm.

II.
Old Business

2.1
Approval of Minutes

July 8th, 2010:  Chairman Landau moved to accept these minutes as drafted; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

July 15th, 2010:  Selectman Castricone moved to accept these minutes as drafted; Selectman Charron seconded the motion.  The vote was three in favor with Selectman Weider absent and Chairman Landau abstaining due to absence from the afore-mentioned meeting; so moved.

August 5th, 2010:  There was one edit made:  on page 5, line 213, Vice-Chairman Cannon wished it specified that he had been in the Selectmen's Office while speaking to Mr. Remillard.  Chairman Landau moved to accept these minutes as amended; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

August 12th, 2010:  There was one edit made:  on page 6, line 270, Vice-Chairman Cannon wished the first sentence of his roundtable item struck, as there actually was an update to the permit information.  Chairman Landau moved to accept these minutes as amended; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.  

2.2
Documentation for Signatures

The Board received a letter from the Hampstead Water Commission, stating that they wished to franchise an area in Town.  The Board needs to sign a document stating that they have been notified of this fact; signing the document apparently does not cause the Town to waive any of its rights.  The subdivision in question is on 121A; the Hampstead Water Commission wants to run a line from Red Squirrel/Muskrat to the new Abdallah-built development, Alta Way.  Selectman Charron does not wish the Town to set a precedent; he is concerned for the existing homeowners.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked if there was the possibility of generating revenue for the Town.  Chairman Landau stated that they were assuming that the Planning Board has received all the necessary documentation.  He is also concerned that there might not be sufficient water, as there were questions when the original well was dug.  He would like to defer signing this document until Selectman Weider returns, as he is cognizant of matters to do with the Planning Board.  

Vice-Chairman Cannon asked why the Town was requesting an extension for the MS1.  This will cause a delay in the setting of the tax rate, and therefore the date the tax bills can be mailed.  Chairman Landau stated that he was under the impression that information had been received late from the utility companies, but will speak with Jean Packard in Assessing tomorrow.

MRI has sent a contract extension to be signed; it extends the term from January 1st, 2009 to June 30th, 2011 at no additional cost.  Selectman Charron asked why the Town had a contract with MRI as well as an Assessor in the person of Jean Packard; was this redundant?  Chairman Landau stated that MRI holds the license to do assessments; Selectman Weider is again more knowledgeable about this situation, so the paperwork will wait until he returns.

There was a Salary Form from Police Chief Burke to be signed.  Selectman Castricone stated that he would not sign it unless it was specified that earned time benefits would not be applied until the Officer had completed full time training; Selectman Charron disagreed, stating that there was no  policy change.  Selectman Castricone stated that this had nothing to do with a policy; Selectman Charron stated that it might not be a policy, but it was certainly a practice.  Selectman Charron moved that the Board sign this salary form as it stands; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  Selectman Charron stated that this would be an incentive for the Board to work on the earned time policy.

The question was called; the vote was three in favor with Selectman Weider absent and Selectman Castricone opposed; so moved.

III.
New Business

3.1
Elizabeth Richter - Southern NH Planning Commission Appointment

Ms. Richter appeared before the Board in order to be appointed as a representative to the Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission.  She has been in Chester for six years, and on the Planning Board for two.  The current representative, Cynthia Robinson, is no longer able to perform her duties; therefore, a new representative needs to be appointed.  The Planning Board is in favor of Ms. Richter taking this position.  Ray Boyden has volunteered to serve as an alternate.

The SNHPC was formed in 1966; Gene Methot is its Chairman.  Chairman Landau stated that it was an asset to the Town.  Selectman Charron agreed, stating that it was important that the Town continue to be part of this Commission.  Chairman Landau stated that Michael Trainque, the Town's representative to the Southeast Watershed Alliance, often visits the Board to give an update, and encouraged Ms. Richter to do the same.

Selectman Charron moved to appoint Elizabeth Richter to a 3-year term as representative to the Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

Ms. Richter departed the meeting at 7:15pm.

3.2
Fuel Oil & Propane RFP’s Bid Opening

Five vendors responded to the Town's request for fuel oil and propane bids, and tank installation.  The envelopes were opened.

1.
Did not wish to bid.

2.
$2.499/gallon oil, $1.99/gallon propane, $2,300 tank installation.

3.
$2.569/gallon oil, $1.57/gallon propane, $   930 tank installation.

4.
$2.590/gallon oil, $2.15/gallon propane, $2,075 tank installation.

5.
$2.540/gallon oil, $1.70/gallon propane, $   480 tank installation.

All four bidders were willing to work with the Wilcomb-Townsend trust.

As all Selectmen will need to review the documents before making a decision, the bid will not be awarded tonight.  Selectman Castricone will not be present at next week's meeting, but he encouraged the remainder of the Board not to wait.  The chosen vendor will own the propane tank.  The bid price covers the tank installation and the piping; the Town will do the trenching.

3.3
Boiler Installation Project Bidders

Although the bidders had been scheduled for four consecutive appointments, they all professed a preference to sit down with the Board together, and they did so at 8:11pm.  The bidders on hand were:

Granite State Plumbing and Heating:  


18 years in business


a division of Comfort Systems USA


both commercial and industrial, design and build, and HVAC


120 employees

Charters Brothers Construction & Kingston Mechanical:  


5 years in business (12 for Kingston)


both commercial and residential

Ideal Temp:  


4 years in business


both commercial and residential


3 employees

Eckhardt &  Johnson:  


75 years in business


both commercial and industrial


75 employees

Selectman Charron expressed surprise at the variation in the bids, with a low of $50k and a high of $82k (the highest bidder, at $107k, was not invited to continue in the process).  The bidders agreed that this was common.  All bidders offer a one-year warranty, and are willing to perform service after installation.  All can provide the requested insurance.  They also all agreed that, depending on lead time, the work could be completed by the end of September.  Fortunately, Buderus has a facility in Londonderry.

Eckhardt & Johnson's bid does not include inspection by Buderus, as they are certified to perform that inspection themselves.

Granite State provided their safety statistics as a matter of routine, although it is not required; the other bidders did not.

Charters Brothers asked about the hatch in the ceiling, and how this might affect the rating; Chairman Landau stated that the hatch was to be sealed and relocated elsewhere; this would not be the responsibility of the chosen vendor. 

Chairman Landau informed the bidders that although $52k was allotted for the work, they were considering all four bidders, and would choose the highest bid if necessary.  He also informed them  that the Library has requested possibly piggy-backing onto this project, and he will give the Library their information.

The bidders departed the meeting at 8:31pm.

IV.
Selectmen's Business

4.1
Roundtable

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· Permit Update:  Road Agent Oleson worked with Meridian Land Services on Rod & Gun Club Road.  They reported that no indigenous species were affected, but there was a property line issue; apparently it splits in the streambed.  The owners are being researched, as approval will be needed from both.

· The Board has received a letter from Bryan Remillard.  It is reproduced below:

Dear Mr. Landau,

I am writing as a follow-up regarding a matter I brought forth to the Board during the public comment portion of the Selectmans meeting concerning work performed by a Contractor for the Town of Chester on Rod & Gun Road.  Specifically, MLM Contracting doing drainage work within a wetland.  I would appreciate if the Board could answer and provide the following regarding this work:

1. Prior to the start of work did the Contractor notify Dig-Safe regarding the excavation that was going to take place on or near Dump Road?  If so, could you please provide me with the Dig Safe number and the date it was called in?

2. Along the same line as Item No. 1, did the Contractor MLM get Dig-Safe numbers for work performed on Hale True Rd., ditch-line work performed on Orcut Rd., and work on Fiddler's Head Rd.?  If so, could you please provide me with the numbers and dates?

3. Prior to the start of work on Rod & Gun Rd., did the Contractor have a Wetland Permit?

4. If the Contractor had a Wetland Permit, was it posted on site prior to any work being done in the wetlands?

5. If the contractor did not have a Wetland Permit, is the Contractor in the process of correcting this error?

6. If the Contractor is in the process of correcting this error, are the costs associated with this being born by the Contractor or the Town?

In summary, I am glad to see that the work was done and that it may have saved the Town some money.  However, it's just as important that the proper procedures be followed and the necessary permits be acquired prior to the work being done.  This way there are no “loose ends” to tie up.

I thank you for your time in considering this matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Bryan Remillard

A written response will be provided to this letter; Vice-Chairman Cannon believes that some questions have already been answered.  For example, it has been confirmed that no wetlands permit was needed, as Interim Building Inspector Flanders stated last week; also, the Board of Selectmen would have paid any costs incurred by the work done on this road.  Road Agent Oleson will be asked to provide answers to questions #1 and #2.

· He still does not have the Employee Census information to provide to the Insurance Brokers, and it has been four weeks.  This is the only way to get accurate quotes, as should vague information be provided, the insurance providers will need to protect their risk and rates will be higher.  Chairman Landau stated that he had compiled the insufficient information given to Vice-Chairman Landau tonight, and will arrange for the proper information to be compiled.

· The Old Town Pickup Truck has been returned, and is parked in the Municipal Complex lot.  No costs were incurred on it.  The Board has yet to make a decision as to where it will be donated.  A request for donation was received from the Salvation Army recently; perhaps they would like it.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked Administrative Assistant Martin to do some research on organizations that would accept a vehicle donation – the Salvation Army, perhaps a cancer-related organization, etc. 

Selectman Castricone:

· The RFP for the roofs is going out tomorrow, and the bids will be due in two weeks.  He hopes to have the work done by the end of September.

Selectman Charron:

· He has received a survey questionnaire on the Town's historical district; could it be given to the Historical Society?  Administrative Assistant Martin will contact them.

· He has in item for non-public session on Reputation.

Chairman Landau:

· He received a telephone call Tuesday; DES was going with Novus to the LeClair site on Wednesday.  He did not accompany them, but Police presence was provided.  They have requested access to the garage and residence, which they could not get, as it was occupied. Interim Building Inspector Flanders will contact DES and inform them that nobody should be there.

· He received a call on the Blueberry Hill site, and received a ~500-600 document of their assessment of the site.  Chairman Landau is working on his response for the September 1st meeting.  One hard copy of the document will be made for the Board to review.

· Apparently Selectman Weider spoke to the LGC representative about the Health Insurance plans.  The representative stated that there were ~50-60 plans, not just six; they chose the ones that they felt were in the Town's best interest.  The representative would be happy to come in and meet with the Board and the Insurance Committee.

· He has received earthen maps from the Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission.  He suggested moving the whiteboard to the wall to its right, and replacing it with a corkboard so that the maps could be posted.

4.2
Public Comment

Barbara Dolloff stood and was recognized.  She stated that after an article had been in this week's Tri-Town News about the clothes closet looking for racks, she had received a call from a lady in Hampstead with one, and will be going there to pick it up this weekend.  She stated that further donations of racks, clothing, or food was welcome.

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He pointed out that Selectman Castricone had been the only holdout on the hiring of the Police Officer, and asked why the Board was unaware of what was going on.  Vice-Chairman Cannon clarified that the Officer being discussed tonight was a different person than the two Officers that attended last week's meeting.  Mr. Scott stated that he was baffled that the Board did not know Officer Cusato and Officer Smigielski.

As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 8:50pm.

4.3
 Non-Public Session

Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (c), Reputation; Selectman Charron seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.  The Meeting Room was closed at 8:54pm.

The Meeting Room was reopened at 9:21pm.

Selectman Castricone moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Charron seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

Selectman Charron moved that the minutes to the first non-public session be sealed for an indefinite period; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the second non-public session be sealed for one year; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.

V.
Adjournment

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved to adjourn the meeting; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Weider absent; so moved.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:23pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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