Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – July 15th, 2010


Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, July 15th, 2010

Municipal Complex

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Vice-Chairman Cannon called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:02pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:


Jack Cannon


Joe Castricone


Gene Charron


Michael Weider (arrived at 7:07pm)

Selectmen absent:



Stephen Landau

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Barbara Dolloff


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Michael Oleson, Road Agent


Bryan Remillard


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 


Carolyn Scott


Leroy Scott


And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Vice-Chairman Cannon led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Additions and Deletions

An appointment with Barbara Dolloff was added, and will be held in non-public session.

1.5
Public Comment

Bryan Remillard stood and was recognized.  He stated that he had heard that the Board was forming a committee to review the Town's bid policy.  He stated that the Town already has a policy that they are not using.  For example, the Highway Department gave a $10,000 job to Road Agent Oleson's company without putting it out to bid; also, he stated that one of the three bids for the Webster Road project, Petra Paving, was not a legitimate paving contractor; they were a driveway paver.  If Road Agent Oleson was going to let Petra Paving bid on a road paving job, why didn't he ask Cliffy Cooper to bid?  Mr. Remillard stated that, in his opinion, all highway work done at an hourly rate should be put out for public bids.  He stated that at present all monies are going into Road Agent Oleson's pocket.  Mr. Remillard asked how it benefited taxpayers to have Road Agent Oleson do all the work.  His own company, Remi & Sons, would be interested in bidding on this work.  He stated that all jobs paid for with public money should be publicly bid, and re-stated that the Town is not following its own policy.

As no members of the public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 7:06pm.

II.
Old Business

2.1
Approval of Minutes, 07/01/10

July 1st, 2010:  There was one change to these minutes: on line 342, the month referred to was August, not September.  Selectman Weider moved to accept these minutes as amended; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was three in favor with Chairman Landau absent and Vice-Chairman Cannon abstaining due to absence from the meeting in question; so moved.

2.2
Brox Contract – Road Agent

Road Agent Oleson appeared before the Board to discuss the contract with Brox.  Upon review, Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that the hard copy of the contract was missing Attachment B.  Road Agent Oleson stated that the Brox proposal contained the pertinent information for both Attachment A and Attachment B.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked him to modify the Attachment A and Attachment B cover sheets to indicate that Attachment A (the scope of work) and Attachment B (compensation), arr both covered in the Brox proposal, which is attached.  The Board will sign the Town's contract document, not the Brox proposal.  Road Agent Oleson stated that now that he has the contract template, he can provide it to all bidders.

Selectman Weider moved that Vice-Chairman Cannon sign the Brox contract on behalf of the Board of Selectmen, with the changes that Road Agent Oleson will make; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.

Road Agent Oleson departed the meeting at 7:15pm.

2.3
Cemetery Wall Stabilization Contract

Selectman Charron stated that although he had read the entire contract, there was no clear indication as to what it was for.  Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that a descriptive header should be added, as the contract used was merely a template.

The Board asked if Cemetery Trustee Geoff Barnett was available to meet with them; however, apparently he was unaware that the subject was being discussed, and was not present. He had, however, communicated to Administrative Assistant Martin that he had not yet received an answer to the police question that was raised at last week's meeting.  There was some discussion about whether or not the Town Ordinance on police coverage still applied, as the work is being done off of  a state road.  Selectman Weider suggested that Cemetery Trustee Barnett speak with Sgt. Aaron Berube or Police Chief Bill Burke.  Administrative Assistant Martin will communicate this to him.

Selectman Weider moved that if the contract is finalized, which includes attaching the complete proposal and satisfying the police query, and is available to be reviewed by the Board this weekend, that Chairman Landau or Vice-Chairman Cannon be authorized to sign it before the next scheduled meeting.  Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.

III.
New Business

There was no new business to be discussed.

IV.
Selectmen's Business

4.1
Roundtable

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· Vice-Chairman Cannon passed around the draft letter from the Board of Selectmen to the PUC about electric service in the Town of Chester, as discussed at last meeting. Administrative Assistant Martin will make a minor edit to page 1.

· Vice-Chairman Cannon has a letter from Granite State Communications.  There is a tree on their property at 12 Derry Road that they wish to remove; however, they need to access Town property to do so.  Selectman Weider stated that he would like to see their survey, and ensure that it was recorded with Rockingham County; that they be expected to repair any damage they might cause; and that the Town receive a copy of their insurance with the Town of Chester listed as additional insured.  Vice-Chairman Cannon suggested that they be asked to sign a waiver. Administrative Assistant Martin will send a letter to Granite State Communications outlining these conditions. 

· He would like to discuss the contract document. Some tweaks are still needed. The Board needs to decide when this document is to be used; should it apply only to a certain value of work and above?  He also plans to work on a one-page liability release, based on the existing document.  Selectman Castricone approved, as this document will allow the Town to treat all vendors equally.

Selectman Weider:

· He asked Planning Coordinator Cynthia Robinson to look into DES watershed restoration grants.  One is to fund the repair of impaired water systems, and another is to fund the maintenance of high quality water systems.

· He met with the Recreation Department to finalize impact fees with New Hampshire Planning.  These fees should be in place by September.  He also plans to meet with the school, fire, and safety about future subdivision impact fees.

· He stated that the Planning Board is working on overlay districts by the dump area where it borders Raymond.

· He spoke to the Auburn building inspector. She is willing to sit on the building inspector hiring committee, and potentially help the department out in the future.

Selectman Castricone:

· All proposals are being finalized. Some potential bidders have come to look at the boiler.

Selectman Charron:

· He asked if the Town has personnel policies and procedures in place.  Selectman Weider stated that they do, but they are antiquated and need work.  The police have their own policies and procedures, and those need to be looked at.  During her tenure here, Interim Finance Manager Sheri Rockburn put together some purchasing policies.

· He has had his badge picture taken.

· Selectman Charron asked about Town Fair; is the Town having one?  Administrative Assistant Martin stated that the Fire Association was unable to organize it, but plans to hold a Public Safety Day on September 11th, with fireworks, vendors, and some activities. Administrative Assistant Martin asked the Girl Scouts if they could coordinate; Sara Eno may help out, as she is in event planning.  Selectman Charron stated that he would hate to see “Town fair” go away, as it's a tradition in Town.  Selectman Castricone stated that in his opinion September 11th should be a solemn occasion, and queried the report that the Fire Association was planning fireworks.  Selectman Weider stated that whoever takes over Town Fair planning should decide if a date change is necessary.  Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that if no group was in place to coordinate by the next meeting, something needs to be done.

4.2
Public Comment

Carolyn Scott stood and was recognized.  She stated that it was still difficult to hear the Board members from the audience, especially Selectmen Castricone and Weider.  Selectman Weider stated that the problem is microphone feedback; any device that amplifies the voice within the room will cause feedback with the microphones, as their technology is not sufficiently advanced to prevent this.  Noise canceling microphones would be needed.  Selectman Castricone stated that he is working with Lenny Stein from the cable television committee.

As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 9:03pm.

4.3
Non-Public Session

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (c), Reputation; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.  The Meeting Room was closed at 7:45pm.  Barbara Dolloff and Administrative Assistant Martin remained in the meeting.

The Meeting Room was reopened at 7:59pm.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Charron seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.

Selectman Castricone moved that the minutes to the non-public session be sealed for six months; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.

V.
Adjournment

Vice Chairman Cannon moved that the meeting be adjourned; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Chairman Landau absent; so moved.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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