Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – June 3rd, 2010


Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, June 3rd, 2010

Municipal Complex

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Chairman Landau called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:04pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:


Jack Cannon


Joe Castricone


Stephen Landau


Michael Weider

Selectmen absent:


Robert Brown

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Rich Antoine, Fire Chief


Janet Boyden


Raymond Boyden


Andrew Hadik


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Chuck Myette


Bob Pepper


Bryan Remillard


Baron Richardson


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 


Carolyn Scott


Leroy Scott


And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Landau led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Additions and Deletions

Andrew Hadik will be attending in order to secure an appointment to the Planning Board; Finance Director Angela Sherwood will not be attending, so the MS2 and Budget discussions will be limited; and there are two issues to be discussed in non-public session.

1.5
Public Comment

Bryan Remillard stood and was recognized.  He was concerned about MLM's donation to the Town of a pick-up truck.  He stated that it might be legal, but he did not know if it was ethical, to accept something from a contractor who performs services for the Town.  However, if the Board was accepting this donation, his company wanted to offer a one-ton truck to the Town whenever the pick-up truck might break down.  Town Employees would be allowed to operate it.  

He also wished to state that if the Board accepted Selectman Brown's resignation tonight, he would be willing to serve as the replacement Selectman for one year, until the next election cycle.  He would like to assist in setting the Bid Policy for the Town.

Chairman Landau thanked those who had called to congratulate or condole him on his assuming the position of Chair.  He wanted to stress that he is one of five equals, and that no one member of the Board has any more rights than the others.

As no other members of the public wished to speak, Public Comment was closed at 7:11pm.

II.
Old Business

2.1
Boiler RFP

Administrative Assistant Martin is currently preparing the Boiler RFP with Selectman Castricone.  Vice-Chairman Cannon, while perusing the draft, suggested replacing section A-J of the Boiler RFP with the boilerplate “Instructions to Bidders” language from the Cemetery Proposal.  Selectman Weider asked that the Insurance section be updated with current dates.  Selectman Castricone believes that the RFP will be ready for next week.  Bids should be received by the end of June, and the work done by the day after Labor Day (September 7th, 2010).

2.2
Truck (½ ton)

The vehicle donated by the Olesons from MLM is outside.  Chairman Landau has a liability release (boilerplate language) to be signed; he read it aloud, and stated that he would like the truck to be inspected.  Vice-Chairman Cannon moved to authorize Chairman Landau to sign the release; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown absent; so moved.

The old truck is currently at a garage; MLM had asked that it be given to a charitable organization.  The Cancer Society was suggested.  When the garage is finished with the truck, Selectman Castricone will handle it.

2.3
Wason Pond Update - Baron Richardson, Charles Myette, Bill Lonergan, Bill Chirgwin

Mr. Myette and Mr. Richardson were in attendance; Mr. Chirgwin and Mr. Lonergan were unable to be reached.  

In order to begin the work on the Wason Pond Dam, permits need to be applied for and received, the bond applied for and at least confirmed, Dubois & King contacted to begin the oversight, and the contract with DBU signed with DBU ready to begin.

Permits:  the wetlands permit is in hand and has been for some time; the Town sends monthly reports.  Any other necessary permits should be applied for as soon as possible.  Shawn Patenaude should be contacted to determine what these are.

State Dam Inspector:  He has not called the Town recently; Chairman Landau will call him.

Wason Pond:  Chairman Landau asked if it was possible to wait to begin the work until the Summer Rec program was over, perhaps in early August.  Mr. Richardson stated that only half of the pond will be drained, and silt should not be an issue.  Chairman Landau asked if the dam work would encourage or mitigate invasive species; Mr. Myette stated that he believed there would not be much change.

Bond:  Finance Director Sherwood will need to begin the Bond process; per Selectman Weider, it is possible that this would delay the work until early August anyway.  In any case, the work is unlikely to be 100% complete before the rains come in the Fall; for example, loam and seed may wait until Spring.  The contract with DBU cannot be signed until the Bond is confirmed.  

Dredging:  Chairman Landau asked about the possibility of dredging the pond.  Mr. Richardson believes that dredging is beyond the scope of work provided to DBU, and the funds are not available.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked if it was possible in the future; Mr. Myette stated that it was in the easement.  There would be valuable materials to be obtained, but additional  permitting would be needed, and one needed to consider the ecological effects.  Chairman Landau asked if it was necessary to drain the pond in order to dredge; apparently it is not.  “Hydraulic Dredging” can be done by barge, and is only an issue should there be much debris or boulders on the bottom.  Hydraulic Dredging is also preferable, as its vacuum process tends to clear the water.

Mr. Richardson was asked to contact DBU; it does not matter that he is not an elected official.

2.4
Dry Hydrant – Richard Antoine

Fire Chief Antoine has the materials for this; DBU will be asked to install it.  The plan is to have it installed in the cul-de-sac, on the other side from the cottage.  Mr. Myette and Mr. Richardson  will consult with the Conservation Commission and Wason Pond Committee on that location, although Mr. Richardson believes that it will be acceptable, as it is accessible and unobtrusive.  As this work is not in the scope of work, it will be an up-charge; should the cost be over $5k, the job will go out to bid.  Mr. Myette will research this.

2.5
Cemetery Wall – Branch Cemetery RFP Acceptance

While reading the draft of this RFP, Chairman Landau noticed that page 3 references a stone not being replaced due to a water problem; the plan is to fix this water problem, so the stone will be replaced.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked if the word “stabilization” was enough information in the scope of Work, stating that it should perhaps be more specific.  Chairman Landau will serve as Cemetery Liaison and check with the Cemetery Trustees.  

2.6
Angela Sherwood


2.6.1
MS-2

As Finance Director Sherwood is not in attendance, discussion of this topic was limited.  Selectman Weider has some areas he would like to discuss with her; she will be asked to attend next week.


2.6.2
Budget Update

Vice-Chairman Cannon received a query from a Town Employee about merit raises.  He asked Finance Director Sherwood to determine the anticipated surplus, which he believes will be small, and come up with a scenario of 1%, 2%, or 3% increases.  Perhaps increases can be managed out of the surplus.  Nothing will be known until the end of the Fiscal Year.  It is unlikely that the funds can be encumbered, but tentative amounts can be discussed.

Selectman Weider stated that he has the end of May financials, and there is not much left.  Chairman Landau has estimates for the roof repairs; some may be covered with FEMA funds.  He would like the work done this year.  Selectman Castricone will check with Finance Director Sherwood.

III.
New Business

3.1
Planning Board Appointments – Raymond Boyden & Andrew Hadik

Raymond Boyden is currently an alternate on the Planning Board, and is here to be appointed as a regular member for a term to expire on May 31st, 2011.  Mr. Boyden stated that the Planning Board is working well together.  He does not yet have an identification badge; Administrative Assistant Martin will arrange for this to be done.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved to appoint Raymond Boyden as a regular member of the Planning Board; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown absent; so moved.

Andrew Hadik is here to be appointed as a regular member of the Planning Board for a term to expire on May 31st, 2013.  He has been on the Board since 1995.  Selectman Weider stated that Mr. Hadik's longevity is an asset to the Board.

Selectman Weider moved to appoint Andrew Hadik as a regular member of the Planning Board; Chairman Landau seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown absent; so moved.

3.2
Discussion of replacement of Selectman under RSA 669:61

Selectman Brown verbally tendered his resignation last week.  According to RSA 669:63:

Vacancies in the board of selectmen shall be filled by appointment made by the remaining selectmen. Whenever the selectmen fail to make such appointment, the superior court or any justice thereof, on petition of any citizen of the town, and after such notice as the court shall deem reasonable, may appoint a suitable person to fill the vacancy; provided, however, that if the town has adopted the provisions of RSA 669:61, IV, and a petition thereunder is submitted before the submission of a petition under this section, the provisions of RSA 669:61, IV shall apply. 

Selectman Castricone wished to wait until the Board had received a formal written resignation from Selectman Brown; Selectman Weider stated that a week had passed, and the Board should go ahead and accept the verbal resignation, with Vice-Chairman Cannon stating that it was difficult to make decisions and ensure a quorum with only four members.  Chairman Landau stated that per RSAs, a written resignation is not a requirement.

Selectman Weider moved to accept Selectman Brown's resignation of May 27th, 2010; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was three in favor with Selectman Castricone abstaining; so moved.  This resignation is effective May 27th, 2010.

Chairman Landau stated that various residents have discussed this open position with him; interested persons should be invited to come before the Board in an interview process.  This position needs to be filled quickly.  The Board will discuss interested parties tonight in non-public session, and make a decision in the next two weeks.

3.3
Request for help for Channel 21

The person doing work at Channel 21 is currently unable to continue, and Channel 21 is looking for volunteers.  Selectman Castricone is liaison, and should be contacted by interested parties; Administrative Assistant Martin or the Studio could also be contacted.  Vice-Chairman Cannon suggested contacting Chester College; Selectman Weider suggested Pinkerton, where according to Bob Pepper their television studio is now entering its second year.

3.4
Signs on Public Property

Per Town Ordinances, advertising signs are not permissible off property, although one can always apply to the ZBA for relief.  Signs are also not allowed on Town owned property.  There was an issue with a sign on Town Property at the center of Town.  This is also a safety issue, due to the intersection.  The sign poster was asked to remove it; follow-up documentation will be placed on file.  Chairman Landau suggested that the Field of Dreams sign would be more appropriate at Wason Pond, and will follow up with the Recreation Department.

IV.
Roundtable

4.1
Selectmen

Chairman Landau:

· He received a call from DES about the Wason Pond well.  A loan of $14,877.94 was received from the State; they are forgiving 50%, or $7,438.97.  If the Town pays it all back now, there will be no interest.  Otherwise it will be due with 9.225% interest.  The Town raised and appropriated the funds for the well at last year's Town Meeting in Article 5.  Chairman Landau stated that the alarm system and septic pump were removed, as less had been spent on the well than expected; the pipe was also laid for a seasonal fountain.  Selectman Weider inquired as to where the funds were in the budget; Administrative Assistant Martin stated that Finance Director Sherwood described them as “offsetting revenues”.  Her input is needed.

· He received a Public Notice dated June 2nd, 2010 from the ZBA about a site walk to take place on June 5th, 2010 at 9:00am; it will be at 321 Fremont Road.  The property owner is Richard E Cooper, Trustee.  Abutters are welcome.

Selectman Castricone:

· DES has visited the Town, and found issues with Municipal Complex and Stevens Hall wells. The issue at the Municipal Complex was easily fixed by moving the dumpster further away. The well at Stevens Hall is more of an issue – it is contaminated, yet still hooked up to the building.  Chairman Landau is of the opinion that the well is salted.  Selectman Castricone will see if it can be disconnected.

· The roof work is planned for the Labor Day timeframe.

· He is currently seeking bids for oil and propane.

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· Nothing to report.

4.2
Public Comment

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He asked for confirmation that Rob Brown had not submitted a written resignation, and then asked if he had returned his keys.  None of the Board members had them; Selectman Castricone will contact Mr. Brown for their return.  Mr. Scott asked to confirm that these keys will be returned as of next week; Selectman Castricone stated that they would.

As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 8:28pm.

4.3
Proposed Non-Public – Reputation

Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (c), Reputation; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  The Meeting Room was closed at 8:29pm.

The Meeting Room was reopened at 8:57pm.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that the minutes to the non-public session be sealed for two months; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

V.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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