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Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, May 20th, 2010

Stevens Memorial Hall

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Vice-Chairman Cannon called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:04pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:

Robert Brown 

Jack Cannon

Stephen Landau

Michael Weider

Vice-Chairman Cannon welcomed Michael Weider back to the Board, and congratulated him on his election.

Selectmen absent:


Joe Castricone

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Rich Antoine, Fire Chief


Dick Bellemore


Aaron Berube, Police Sergeant


Bill Burke, Police Chief


Barbara Dolloff


Raymond (“Red”) Dolloff


Barbara Gagnon, Town Clerk


Midge Gould


Hilary Hall


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Steve Moltenbrey, Recreation Coordinator/Maintenance Supervisor


Richard Noyes 


Michael Oleson, Road Agent


Darrell Quinn


Baron Richardson


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 


Genevieve Rowell


Carolyn Scott

Leroy Scott

Steve Tunberg

Clarence Ware

Jack Yencha

Claire Yencha

And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Vice-Chairman Cannon led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Special Guest

The Board of Selectmen welcomed special guest John “Jack” Yencha, who was a Selectman from 1969-1972, serving with Colonel Benton.  He is visiting from Georgia with his wife Claire, who was the Board of Selectmen's Secretary.  Today is his 80th birthday.

Selectman Weider presented Mr. Yencha with a Board of Selectmen's pin, as had been done with other former Selectmen in 2008.  Mr. Yencha spoke a few words, reminiscing over his years in Chester and expressing his happiness and honor at this recognition.  

1.5
Additions and Deletions

Agenda item 3.4, Proposed Non Public – Hiring of an Employee, will not take place tonight.

1.6
Public Comment

Public Comment will remain open for the duration of the meeting.  Anyone who wishes to be heard, either to join the discussion or reminisce about life in Chester, is welcome to approach the Board and will be recognized.

II
Honorary Appointments

Selectman Landau stated that these appointments used to be actual, not honorary as they are today.  The Selectmen gave a brief history of the background of each appointment, and asked the honorees to feel free to speak a few words if they wished.

Richard Bellemore – Inspector of Grist Mills, Factories and Sawmills

Raymond (“Red”) Dolloff – Sealer of Weights and Measures

Robert Buelte – Inspector of Bounds, Claims and Titles

Clarence Ware – Weigher of Grain and Measure of Hay and Provender

Judy Balk – Town Historian

Wayne Towle – Surveyor of Wood, Bark and Lumber

Richard Noyes – Inspector of Farms and Firesides

Genevieve Rowell – Keeper of the Town Pound

Evelyn Wise – Keeper of the Jacob Chase Horse Block

Darrell F. Quinn – Consulting Engineer and Maintenance Supervisor of the Town Chronometer

A brief recess was held from 7:46pm – 8:03pm in order to enjoy Mr. Yencha's birthday cake.

III
Meeting Business

3.1
Special Thanks

Vice-Chairman Cannon pointed out the restoration work performed on Stevens Hall, specifically the floors and ceilings.  Some of this work was paid for by tax dollars, and some by the Historical Society.  A round of applause was given to the Historical Society.

Selectman Landau thanked Erin Newnan for her work on researching and applying for grants to work on the piano, which had been purchased used for Stevens Hall back when it opened.  Selectman Landau also thanked Patricia Martin for her work preparing for this meeting.

3.2
Plan for Pandemic Influenza Outbreak

Steve Tunberg was invited to appear before the Board to discuss how the Town will operate should there be a pandemic.  He made reference to COOP – Continuity of Operations of Community.  Some items covered by COOP are emergency purchases and how to operate if there is no quorum of the Board of Selectmen.  It would be necessary to appear before a judge in order to appoint a new Selectman.  Boards of Selectmen from other communities will be consulted to determine if they have provisions in place.  It is unknown if it is legal to have non-elected successors for a time; this needs to be researched.

Mr. Tunberg departed the meeting table at 8:07pm.

3.3
Comcast Franchise Renewal

Vice-Chairman Cannon has received a number of calls asking, “Why can't I purchase my cable/phone/internet from Comcast?”  He will research this.  The current contract expires on March 30th of 2013, and the new agreement has yet to be reviewed; Comcast needs to be notified that the Board is ready to begin the negotiation process.  A letter will be sent.

3.4
Planning for the Wason Pond Dam Repair

Baron Richardson was invited to appear before the Board to discuss the upcoming repairs to the Wason Pond Dam.  He thanked the Board and the Budget Committee for their support, and thanked Chuck Myette for his work on the project.

DBU Construction is the chosen vendor; they will be removing the spillway and drystone masonry, and constructing a new metal labyrinth, toe-drain filter, and working on the masonry wall.  The president of DBU needs to be contacted in order to get the work started.

Mr. Towle stood and was recognized.  He stated that nowadays we have the ability to predict the weather three, four days in advance – if rain is coming, and how much there will be – why doesn't each dam pond have a drain that can be opened to lower the water level when heavy rain is predicted?

Selectman Landau stated that the drain at Wason Pond was awkwardly situated, causing one to have to go into the water or use a boat in order to open it.  The planned work calls for a valve installation that will remedy this problem.   According to Fire Chief Richard Antoine, the drain at Edwards Mill can be, and is, opened when necessary.  

Mr. Towle also asked who he should contact in order to put his pigs into the Town Pound, as it is apparently less expensive than feeding them.  Ms. Rowell stated that she would have no problem with Mr. Towle's pigs, as she had chased Miss Church's pigs many a time.

3.5
Roundtable

Selectman Landau:

· He has been in touch with the Real Estate company that is showing the town deeded property, and told them that the Town can only sell the deed to the original mortgage holder or company, not a third party.  He will send a letter following up on this.

· He mentioned that a Model A Ford, which was the Town's first fire department vehicle, will be leading the parade this Saturday.

Selectman Brown:

· He wished to thank all involved in this celebration for their hard work.

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· He went over the schedule for the weekend, and thanked Mr. Grimm for filling in for Mr. Godfrey.

3.6
Public Comment

Barbara Dolloff stood and was recognized.  She thanked the Board for their hard work.

Gene Charron stood and was recognized.  He congratulated all involved for how the building looks tonight, and reminisced about previous meetings held in this very hall.

3.7
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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