Town of Chester – Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – May 27th, 2010


Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Thursday, May 27th, 2010

Municipal Complex

Approved Minutes

I
Preliminaries

1.1
Call to Order

Vice-Chairman Cannon called this meeting of the Town of Chester Board of Selectmen to order at 7:00pm.

1.2
Roll Call

Selectmen present:


Robert Brown (departed at 8:45pm)


Jack Cannon


Joe Castricone


Stephen Landau


Michael Weider

Members of the Public present, at various times:


Barbara Dolloff


Midge Gould


Rhonda Lamphere


Patricia Martin, Administrative Assistant


Steve Moltenbrey, Recreation Coordinator/Maintenance Supervisor


Matt Rittenhouse, Tri-Town Times 


Carolyn Scott


Leroy Scott


And other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary

1.3
Pledge of Allegiance

Vice-Chairman Cannon led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4
Additions and Deletions

There is one addition:  a non-public session to do with Litigation.

1.5
Public Comment

Rhonda Lamphere stood and was recognized.  She mentioned that a few months ago, the Board had discussed not signing a contract with Granite State Telephone.  She wanted to know if this applied to the Municipal Complex only, or to the entire town, because if the entire town was not on a contract with Granite State Telephone, residents might wish to contact other companies such as Comcast.  Selectman Landau stated that the contract discussed was for the Municipal Complex only, and did not know of any status with a town-wide contract.  Mrs. Lamphere stated that in Sandown, the town's contract expired and residents encouraged the Board not to re-sign in order that they might contact Comcast.  She would be interested in finding out the status of a town-wide contract.  Selectman Castricone stated that there was no local service contract – Granite State Telephone apparently has a non-compete contract - and it had nothing to do with the Board of Selectmen.  He advised Mrs. Lamphere to speak to the Tri-Town times, as they apparently had information on the subject.

Mrs. Lamphere also stated that she believed there was an error in the minutes from the recent Town Meeting, with a vote missing, and would like them corrected.

II
Appointments

2.1
Non-Public Session – Hiring of an Employee

Selectman Brown moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (b), Hiring; Selectman Landau seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.  The Board departed the Meeting Room at 7:12pm.

The Board returned to the Meeting Room at 8:17pm.

Selectman Landau moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Selectman Brown seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

Selectman Landau moved that the minutes to the non-public session be sealed for ninety days; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; so moved.

III
Meeting Business

3.1
Liaison Assignments & Reconfiguration of the Board – Selection of Chairman & Vice Chairman

The Liaison positions were discussed.  Selectman Brown wished to give up the Planning Liaison position; Selectman Weider will take it.

Vice-Chairman Cannon:  CIP, Finance, Police Department, Road Agent, Strategic Lands, CART

Selectman Weider:  Assessing, Planning, Building Inspector, ZBA, Budget Committee

Selectman Castricone:  Building Maintenance, PACT, Risk Management, Historical Society, Supervisors of the Checklist, Web, NH Climate Resolution

Selectman Brown:  Fire Department, Health Officer, Regional Hazmat, Cemetery

Selectman Landau:  Conservation, Brownsfields, Kitchen, Library, Recreation, Spring Hill, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Transfer Station, Welfare, Agricultural Commission

Positions not discussed remained with their previous liaison.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved that Selectman Landau be nominated as Chairman; Selectman Weider seconded the motion.  

Selectman Landau stated that he wanted to get things done this year, and to make cuts where necessary.  He wanted this to be an active, decision-making  Board.

Selectman Brown stated that he wished to be Chairman.  

Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that he would not have accepted the Chair position, and his reasons were potentially the same as why Selectman Brown should not accept the position.  He stated that he had a full-time job, and was not in Town during the day; and that he traveled often for business, causing him to miss meetings.  He stated that he was willing to cede the Vice-Chair position to Selectman Brown, should he wish to accept it.

Selectman Brown stated that he was available during the day, that he was committed to the Board, and that his attendance was pretty good.

The question was called; the vote was two in favor and two opposed, with Selectman Landau not voting.  Mrs. Lamphere asked why Selectman Landau had yet to vote; the general consensus was that he was legally able to, and should do so.

Selectman Landau asked Selectman Brown why he wished to take the Chair position.  Selectman Brown stated that he had wanted the position last year, and he wanted it the year before; that he wanted to be a leader on the Board and a leader in Town.

Selectman Landau stated that wants were all very well; he had ceded the Building Maintenance liaison position as Selectman Brown had wanted it, and yet among other things at this point unneeded money had been spent, there were ongoing issues with the boilers, and no contract on the Town Truck; he then agreed to cast his vote, and voted in favor of Vice-Chairman Cannon's motion.  The vote was therefore three in favor with two opposed; so moved.  Selectman Landau will be the Board's Chairman.

Selectman Weider moved that Vice-Chairman Cannon be nominated as Vice-Chairman; Selectman Landau seconded the motion.  

Selectman Brown stated that he objected to Vice-Chairman Cannon's statement as to reasons why he, Selectman Brown, should not take the Chair position.  


The question was called; the vote was three in favor with one opposed, and Vice-Chairman Cannon not needing to vote; so moved.  Vice-Chairman Cannon will continue as Vice-Chairman of the Board.

Selectman Brown rose and stated that he resigned from the Board.  Vice-Chairman Cannon asked him to reconsider; however, Selectman Brown departed the meeting at 8:45pm.

Vice-Chairman Cannon will continue chairing tonight's meeting.

3.2
Boilers

Chairman Landau has plans in hand for the new boilers.  This is the ideal time to perform the work, as the boilers are not being used now.  He asked Selectman Castricone to get a contract drawn up as soon as possible so that the work could be completed by Labor Day.  The boiler room's doors, ceiling, and chimney also need work; the old boilers need to be removed.  No asbestos or lead are involved.  Chairman Landau asked if that work could be done in house, using the Maintenance employees.  Selectman Castricone is not sure how much that would save, but the job needs to go out to bid anyway.  Selectman Castricone and Chairman Landau will work together on this project.

3.3
Wason Pond Dam

Chairman Landau would like the Conservation and Recreation departments to come in next week to plan out the Wason Pond Dam work.  There may be an issue with the building of the coffer dam; also, would it be sensible to dredge the pond at this time?  Selectman Weider stated that a DES permit would be required, and it would be best to do the work while the pond was low.  Jeff at Dubois & King would know the procedure.  Chairman Landau will speak with Chuck Myette about attending next week's meeting.

3.4
Cemetery

An invitation to bid on the Cemetery Wall work is ready; Administrative Assistant Patricia Martin will make copies and this will be discussed next week.

3.5
Town Truck

Vice-Chairman Cannon went to the White Farm with Road Agent Oleson to look at vehicles; he thinks that for certain types of vehicles, it is a valuable resource.  However, the Town has been offered the donation of a 1999 Ford F-150 crew cab pickup truck with a towing package, ladder rack, and toolboxes.  This offer has been made by (Road Agent) Michael and Tim Oleson from MLM Construction.  The Town would need to write up a document, releasing the Olesons from any liability for the vehicle should the donation be accepted.  It will be available in about a week.

Vice-Chairman Cannon moved to accept the donation of a Ford F-150 Lariat 4WD 4dr with 122k from Michael and Timothy Oleson from MLM Construction; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  

Chairman Landau stated that he wished to return the rented Town Truck tomorrow, as it is rented month to month and Monday the 31st, a holiday, is the last day of the month.  He also wants to put excess Town equipment up for auction within the Town.

The question was called; the vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown not in attendance; so moved.  

Steve Moltenbrey spoke up at this point, stating that although it is a monthly rental, the rental company will prorate the rental price per day should it be returned other than at the end of the month.  Also, the insurance rider is good through the end of June.  Chairman Landau agreed to returning the rented truck when the new truck becomes available.

Selectman Weider asked Mr. Moltenbrey about the Lifeshare people coming in to clean the Multi Purpose Room, and finding no supplies.  Mr. Moltenbrey stated that they should telephone him for whatever they need.

3.6
Boston Post Cane

The new “oldest resident” of Chester has been identified; Chairman Landau stated that s/he would need to be driven to a meeting for presentation of the Boston Post Cane.  This will be scheduled for next week at 8:00pm.

3.7
Planning Board Member Appointment/Re-appointment Requests

These appointees would like to to come before the Board at the next available meeting.

3.8
ZBA Member Re-appointment Requests

These appointees would like to to come before the Board at the next available meeting.

3.9
Roundtable

Chairman Landau:

· As mentioned before, he has one brief non-public session to do with LeClair's.

Selectman Castricone:

· Nothing to report.

Vice-Chairman Cannon:

· He received a letter from a resident with questions about the CSA and Spring Hill Farm. The Trustees answered the questions adequately; however, it was felt that questions #4 and #5 needed further clarification.  These were sent to Town Counsel Diane Gorrow for her input.  #4 asked about the need for lease approval from Planning or ZBA, or a public hearing; Town Counsel Gorrow stated that she had reviewed the Spring Hill Farm and Town documents, and that there was no need for any of these, as long as the lease had been negotiated at a properly noticed meeting; farming is a right.  #5 asked about making a profit from town-owned Conservation property; per Town Counsel Gorrow, nothing in the Spring Hill Farm or Town documents prohibit lease arrangements, as long as activities are within the scope of permitted activities.  Incidentally, these opinions from Town Counsel Gorrow are the same as those of the Spring Hill Farm trustees.  Chairman Landau moved that this letter from Town Counsel Gorrow become public information, not confidential attorney-client information; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown not in attendance; so moved.

· The MS-2 will be deferred to next week, as Finance Director Angela Sherwood is not in attendance.

3.10
Public Comment

Leroy Scott stood and was recognized.  He asked that Selectman Weider speak up, as he was difficult to hear.  He also asked that the Board move to accept Selectman Brown's resignation as of today, and look into how to fill his seat.  Vice-Chairman Cannon stated that he was in favor of allowing Selectman Brown a week to reconsider; they will wait until next week to consider this action.

As no other Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 9:13pm.

3.11
Non-Public Session

Chairman Landau moved that the Board go into Non-Public Session under RSA 91-A:3 II (e), Litigation; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown not in attendance; so moved.  The Meeting Room was closed at 9:14pm.

The Meeting Room was reopened at 9:25pm.

Selectman Castricone moved that the Board come out of non-public session; Vice-Chairman Cannon seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown not in attendance; so moved.  

Chairman Landau moved that the minutes to the non-public session be sealed for one year; Selectman Castricone seconded the motion.  The vote was four in favor with Selectman Brown not in attendance; so moved.

3.12
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:27pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debra H. Doda
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