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October 26, 2020 

To the Chester Planning Department: 

Latitude Learning Resources operates as a 501(c)3 non-profit in New Hampshire.  Our organization began in 2019 as a 
way to offer affordable opportunities to homeschoolers including enrichment classes, events, and support.  Up until 
March of this year, classes were offered in standard educational topics such as math, English, language, art, and science, 
and also in more imaginative subjects such as Lego engineering, learning history through Dungeons and Dragons, 
computer programming, cross-curricular history and science courses, game playing, and art through science. 

From September 2019-March 2020, we rented a church space in Manchester to host our classes on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.  We also used the space for family social gatherings at other times.  In March, we moved what we could 
online.  Over the summer we found out that the church space we previously used was unwilling to house our program.  
Our team searched for another affordable location where we could meet the needs of homeschooling families.  

Due to Covid-19 and the recommendation for limited size gatherings, we knew we could not return to our standard class 
offerings and thus decided that a cooperative would be our best and safest option.  Cooperatives are a traditional 
homeschooling solution wherein families together contribute to the learning, social engagement, and enrichment of 
children.  A limited number of families meet up, and parents teach the classes, monitor the children at lunch and recess 
times, and take care of the facility.   

As an aside, we have strict sickness and cleanliness policies at Latitude for Covid.  We will cease in-person meet-ups for 
the recommended time if members test positive or need to be quarantined.   

Churches, town rental spaces, libraries, and community halls are traditional locations for homeschoolers to use.  Our 
search led us to Busche Academy.  In late summer, a contract for rental of the Nutting Building one day per week was 
signed by Latitude and Busche Academy. 

Our cooperative has about 30 children.  Including parents who are teaching, we usually have seven to ten adults on site 
as well.  Because of the maximum number of people allowed in the building due to fire code (I believe this to be 47), we 
are keeping the number of children to 30 at a time. The highest number of cars on site we would expect at the beginning 
or end of day (8:30 to 9:00 am, and 2:30-3:00 pm) is 15 as that is the number of families that participate.  Cleaning of the 
space is usually finished by 3:30. 

Parents are required to walk into the building to register all children below 11 years of age.  Those 11 and older can sign 
themselves in and out.  But parents have been asked to pull into the parking lot for drop-off of all students.  Likewise, at 
the end of the day, students must check out when their parents are on-site. 

During morning recess, lunch, and afternoon recess, children are encouraged to go outside.  We always have parent 
monitors on duty.  We do not permit the children to go any closer to the road than the big maple tree close to the 
entrance.  Children are permitted to run around between that tree and the parking lot, or to use the field across the 
driveway.   

We presently only use the Nutting Building, but Busche Academy has indicated willingness to let us use their main class 
building should we have a need in the future. 
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Our Wednesday cooperative began in September and we plan to continue it through this year.  As the pandemic 
subsides, we would like to add our regular classes again and we would like to continue to use Busche Academy for this 
purpose if they are willing to have us.  This would mean expansion beyond the Nutting Building into the larger classroom 
building.  Our procedures would not differ as far as drop-off and pick-up of students and recess. 

In the immediate future, we have had requests to expand the cooperative to Fridays beginning in January.  We would 
not exceed thirty students on Friday if we added that. Also in the spring, we would like to offer outside classes for those 
homeschooling families who would like more physically distanced opportunities for their children.  From September 
through October, we offered these classes at the Wayne Eddows Field in Auburn and they enabled additional 
homeschooling families to have in-person learning opportunities for their children.  We would prefer to have the classes 
all on the same property, so would prefer to use the field and basketball court/parking lot at Busche for this. 

It is our hope that in the future we can offer learning opportunities for homeschoolers throughout the entire week.  But 
this may be a year or two off due to the uncertainty of the times.   

Please do let me know if there are any questions about what we do or the vision for our future. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

Sharon Osborne 
Director 
Latitude Learning Resources 
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