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PLEASE NOTE: To be added to the next agenda, please contact the Board of Selectmen’s office by phone, in-
person, or by email by 12pm Thursday prior to the next meeting.  Please include any applicable 
documentation at this time for the Board’s review.  Agenda items may be added or deleted without notice. 

 

SELECTBOARD MEETING AGENDA 

Date of Meeting: September 7th, 2023 @ 6:00 PM – Meeting Room 

Broadcast on Channel 6 and streamed on Government (cablecast.tv) – click “Watch Now” 

Available on Zoom tonight:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/770832311  

 

I. PRELIMINARIES: 

 

1.1 6:00 PM Call the Meeting to Order 

1.2 Roll Call 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 

1.4 Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 

1.5 Public Comment (10 minutes) 

 

II. APPOINTMENTS 

 

2.1 Roadwork Updates:  Supervisor of Roads James Piper 

2.2 Town-Owned Property:  Ted Broadwater  

2.3 Monitoring Well on Town-Owned Property:  Mike Howley, DES 

2.4 Conservation Easements : Conservation Commission Chair Victor Chouinard 

 

III. BUSINESS: 

 

3.1 Finalize Budgeting & Financial Planning Process for FY24-25  

3.2 Finalize Engineering RFP  

3.3 Post Office Lease  

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

4.1 MS-1 

 

V. SELECTMEN’S ITEMS: 

 

5.1 Chairman’s Announcements 

5.2 Roundtable  

5.3 TA Report 

5.4 Action Items  

5.5 Potential Non-Public Sessions 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

mailto:ChesterBOS@gsinet.net
https://reflect-chesterctv-from-nh.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/770832311
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September, 7th 2023 

Dear Chester Board of Selectmen, 

Thanks for your time! I’m here to discuss lot 7-59.  Lot 7-59 is part of the William P Underhill farm sold 

to my family in 1946.  It is 9 acres and consists almost entirely of swamp and a little bit of steep ledge 

next to the Chester Turnpike. 

Here is a brief history of the property: 

In 1946, my grandparents, Howard & Louise Geddis, bought the William P Underhill farm.  The deed 

notes, “Containing 125 acres more or less and known as the William P Underhill Place.”  The farm 

included both of what is now considered lot 4-28 & 7-59.  As part of the Underhill farm, the area now 

known as 7-59 offered water access during dry summers when Preston Brook – which runs through the 

property - ran dry.  The old stone walls reflect this access.  Looking through the deeds, through Underhill 

ownership in the 1800’s, through Rand family ownership 1906 to 1946, and ownership by my family 

from 1946 to today, the land was not subdivided.     

In 1964, lot 7-59 materialized through a Quitclaim deed sale to the Sullivan family in Manchester who 

used it for hunting.  This was done without my family’s knowledge  and after my family had stopped 

major farming.  In the late 70’s, the Sullivan family sought to sell 7-59, but a potential sale and ensuing 

title research showed they did not have clear title to the land.  The Quitclaim deed itself for 7-59 notes, 

“The aforesaid tract was originally part of the W. P. Underhill farm which was sold to Howard Geddis by 

Loren P. Rand.”  After extensive deed research done by my grandfather (Colonel Howard Geddis) in the 

70’s when the issue came to light, and repeated by me in the last couple years, it was determined the 

Sullivan family bought the property on a Quitclaim deed as opposed to a warranty deed.  No title search 

was performed or title insurance purchased as part of the 1964 sale.  Most importantly, no record of a 

deed or plan existing prior to that 1964 Quitclaim deed exists.  Lot 7-59 was mistakenly created and is 

part of the William P. Underhill property. 

In 1992, because the Sullivan family could not sell the land due to title issues and because they allowed 

back taxes to accrue, the town took possession of 7-59 due to unpaid back taxes.  Since that time the 

land has remained vacant, not generating revenue for Chester, and often used as a dumping ground. 

I’d like to resume control of this piece for three main reasons: 

1. Return of the property to the deeded owners. 

2. Clean up the property.  As town-owned land past where Chester PD can patrol, the property has 

become a frequent dumping ground. 

3. Promote good stewardship of the area which is wonderful wetland habitat but is experiencing 

illegal dumping. 

I believe the benefits to the town would be: 

1. Revenue for Chester in the form of back and future taxes. 

2. Removal of the deteriorating camp which is currently a safety liability for the town. 

3. Cost avoidance for clean-up of the area; I estimate several days’ work with an excavator and at 

least three 40’ dumpsters will be needed – there is a crumbling camp, tires, bottles, mattress 

frames, appliances and general garbage.  Pictures are below. 
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Through my research, I worked with a couple of real estate lawyers.  One item discussed was how return 

of ownership may easily be achieved.  Given the town, like the Sullivan family before, does not have 

clear title their suggestion was that I pay the back taxes and the town simply Quitclaim deed the 

property to my family.  In so doing, clear title would be re-aligned, and the town would be made whole 

on accrued taxes due which I believe are around $5,000.  If helpful I can also pay the legal fees for 

drafting a quitclaim deed and the county recording fees. 

I believe each of you know me, whether through my service on the Conservation Commission, Spring Hill 

Farm Commission, Solar Working Group or being a board member for the Wason Pond Pounder.  I’m 

invested in Chester and looking to support our community and surroundings.  

 

Thanks for your time!  

Ted Broadwater (and wife Mielle Riggie and son Daniel) 

374 Chester Street 
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Deed from Rand family to Geddis family (Grandparents of Ted Broadwater) in 1946 noting title to the 

entire William P Underhill Farm. 
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Quitclaim deed from 1964 creating lot 7-59. 
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Debra Doda

From: Debra Doda
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 10:47 AM
To: Selectboard 23-24
Subject: FW: NH Groundwater Level Monitoring Network - Possible New Well in Chester 
Attachments: Proposed Chester Well - Aerial Photo.png

For discussion on September 7th –  
 
I had a conversa on with this gentleman last week.  The State is looking to install more monitoring wells in areas where 
there are a lack of same; he was looking at Bridle Path proper es in par cular as apparently that’s an underserved area. 
 
The Town owns a couple of parcels on Bridle Path, one of which is very small (less than 3/4 acre) west of the FAA site 
and the power lines (see a ached map).  The State believes that’d be a good place for their monitoring well.  Just 
wanted you to have the opportunity to read up on this before the September 7th mee ng and ask any ques ons we 
might be able to se le before that night.  If you think it’d be helpful, we can ask Mr. Howley to come in. 
 
Debra H Doda 
Town Administrator 
Town of Chester 
84 Chester Street 
Chester, NH  03036 
(603) 887-3636 x131 
 
The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.  -- Gandhi 
 

From: Howley, Michael W <michael.w.howley@des.nh.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2023 3:50 PM 
To: Debra Doda <DDoda@chesternh.org> 
Cc: Csiki, Shane <Shane.J.Csiki@des.nh.gov> 
Subject: NH Groundwater Level Monitoring Network - Possible New Well in Chester  
 
Debra, 
Thank you for speaking to me earlier. As we discussed, I work in the New Hampshire Geological Survey (NHGS) within NH 
DES. I manage the Groundwater Level Monitoring Program for NHGS. A brief descrip on of the Groundwater Level 
Monitoring Network and a link to the most recent data is included below. NHGS is planning in the near future to install 
addi onal wells to fill geographic gaps in the exis ng groundwater level monitoring network. We are interested in 
possibly installing one of these new well on the Town of Chester-owned parcel that we discussed, Map 01, Lot 65-
01.  The a ached document shows an aerial photo indica ng the lot lines of the Town of Chester owned property, the 
proposed well loca on, and nearby landmarks.  
 
NHGS has installed similar wells for the groundwater level monitoring network on proper es owned by other State of 
New Hampshire agencies, as well as on conserva on land owned by NH-based non-profit organiza ons. For installa on 
of a well on the Town of Chester-owned property, I propose that NHGS could dra  an access agreement to cover the 
drilling ac vi es and future access for monitoring of this proposed well. This access agreement would indemnify the 
Town of Chester of any liability related to installa on of the well, restora on of the property a er installa on of the well 
is complete, or ongoing monitoring of the well. A er well installa on is complete, NHGS would install a cellular-enabled 
data logger in the well to record hourly water levels and NHGS personnel would need to visit the well once a month to 
hand measure groundwater level for calibra on of the logger. 
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Please let me know if you have any ques ons or would like any further informa on about this request. I would be happy 
to present our request in person to your select board if that would help as well. 
 
Thanks, 
Mike 
 
NH Groundwater Level Monitoring Network (GWLMN) background informa on: 
The principal purpose of the GWLMN is to monitor the occurrence and geographic extent of droughts indicated by 
groundwater level fluctua ons. The network is currently made up of 33 wells, many of which are installed on State-
owned proper es or conserva on proper es. Groundwater levels are measured monthly by hand and are recorded 
hourly by data loggers installed in the wells. A monthly report of State-wide groundwater condi ons is published by 
NHGS based on data produced by the GWLMN. We also maintain a Web Map Applica on for viewing the most recent 
status of wells in the network.  
 
The NH Groundwater Level Monitoring Web Map Applica on is available at: 
h ps://nhdes.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=521022e32a1540c2b281a071aa5421b7 
The monthly Groundwater Level Monitoring Report is available from the DES Documents Library at:  
h ps://www.des.nh.gov/resource-center/publica ons?keys=level&purpose=&subcategory=Groundwater  
 
Michael Howley, P.G. 
Geoscience Program Specialist 
New Hampshire Geological Survey 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 95 
Concord, NH 03302-0095 
(603) 271-7332 
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THIS IS A TRANSFER TO A TOWN AND IS   RETURN TO: 

EXEMPT FROM THE NEW HAMPSHIRE    Town of Chester 

REAL PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX    Conservation Commission 

PURSUANT TO RSA 78-B:2, I 84 Chester Street,  

Chester NH  03036 

Property Located in Chester, New Hampshire 

 

 

AMENDED DECLARATION OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 

 

The TOWN of CHESTER, a municipal corporation with a principal place of business at 84 

Chester Street, Chester, County of Rockingham, State of New Hampshire, 03036 (hereinafter 

referred to as the "Town", which shall, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, include the 

Town's successors and assigns), declares that a 

 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT (herein referred to as the "Easement") hereinafter described 

with respect to that certain area of land (herein referred to as the "Property") being unimproved 

land, consisting of approximately 32 acres +/-, shown as Tax Map 8, Lot 13, 39 acres +/-, shown 

as Tax Map 7-63, and 74 acres +/- shown as Tax Map 7-62 on Ledge Road in the Town of 

Chester, County of Rockingham, State of New Hampshire, more particularly bounded and 

described in Appendix "A" attached hereto and made a part hereof by power conferred by an 

affirmative Vote of a Warrant Article #19 passed at the May 11, 1999 Town Meeting  
 

and 

 

Parcel 1 conveyed to the Town of Chester by Gerald E. Illig and Janet M. Illig by deed dated 

August 26, 2019 made pursuant to RSA 36-A:4, a purchase by the Town of Chester 

Conservation Commission, recorded with said Deeds in Book 6032, Page 2046, being currently 

known as Tax Map 7-62-1, shown as Map/Lot 7-62-7 on Plan D-27229, more particularly 

bounded and described in Appendix “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof 

 

And 
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That certain area of land (herein referred to as the "Property") being unimproved land, consisting 

of approximately 29.1 acres +/-, shown as Tax Map 7, Lot 60-2, 48 acres +/-, shown as Tax map 

7-61, and 20 acres +/- shown as Tax Map 11-58 on Norton Road in the Town of Chester, County 

of Rockingham, State of New Hampshire, more particularly bounded and described in Appendix 

"A" attached hereto and made a part hereof 

 

And 

 

That certain area of land (herein referred to as the “Property”) being unimproved land, consisting 

of approximately 16 acres, shown as Tax map 7-60-1 in the Town of Chester, County of 

Rockingham, State of New Hampshire, more particularly bounded and described in Appendix 

“A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

The purpose of this Amended Declaration of Conservation Easements is to confirm and restate 

the Declaration of Conservation Easement dated March 9, 20223 recorded with Rockingham 

County Registry of Deeds at Book 6472, Page 1557 and to make all of the parcels described 

herein subject to the terms and provisions of said Declaration of Conservation Easement. 

 

1. PURPOSES 

 

The Easement hereby granted is pursuant to NH RSA 477:45-47 and RSA 482-A, exclusively for 

the following conservation purposes: 

 

A. The preservation and conservation of open spaces, particularly the conservation of the 

productive wetlands, vernal pools and uplands of which the Property consists and of the wildlife 

habitat thereon; and in order to permanently protect said area for nature study and recreation, and 

to enhance and maintain the scenic, wildlife, and forest that are an intrinsic part of Chester's 

valuable rural character for the benefit of the Town of Chester and its citizens. 

 

B. The scenic enjoyment of the general public; 

 

The above purposes are consistent with the clear conservation goals and/or objectives as stated in 

the 2015 Master Plan of the Town of Chester, which states as a goal: 

 

 Promote the preservation and utilization of open space land, giving careful attention to 

water resources, steep slopes and agricultural lands 

 

and as objectives: 

 

 Implement the Chester Open Space Plan and identify local priorities for open space 

protection that will conserve water resources, steep slopes, and agricultural lands 

 

and with New Hampshire RSA Chapter 79-A which states:  "It is hereby declared to be in the 

public interest to encourage conservation, thus providing a healthful and attractive outdoor 

environment for work and recreation of the state's citizens, maintaining the character of the 
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state's landscape, and conserving the land, water, forest, agricultural and wildlife resources." 

 

All of these purposes are consistent and in accordance with the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, 

Section 170(h). 

 

The Easement hereby granted with respect to the Property is as follows: 

 

2. USE LIMITATIONS 

 

A. The Property shall be maintained in perpetuity as conservation land in its relatively 

natural state, without there being conducted thereon any industrial or commercial activities. 

 

B. The Property shall not be further subdivided or otherwise divided into parcels of separate 

distinct ownership. 

 

C. No structure or improvement of any kind (including without limitation, fences, roads, 

sheds, and barns, or any type of trailer, radio transmission or receiving device, or compost bin) 

shall be constructed, placed or introduced onto the Property. 

 

D. No removal, filling or other disturbances of soil surface, nor any changes in topography, 

surface or subsurface water systems, wetlands, or natural habitat shall be allowed on the 

Property. 

 

E. No outdoor advertising structures such as signs and billboards shall be displayed on the 

Property.  However, the Town may erect and maintain signs designating the Property as land 

under the protection of the Town. 

 

F. There shall be no mining, quarrying, excavation, or removal of rocks, minerals, gravel, 

sand, topsoil, or other similar materials on or from the Property. 

 

G. There shall be no dumping, injection, burning, or burial of any materials (including, 

without limitation, soil, manure, grass clippings, rubble, refuse, trash, vehicles or vehicle bodies 

or parts, tanks, barrels, appliances, machinery, and radioactive or hazardous waste) on the 

Property. 

 

H. There shall be no cutting or removal of any vegetation on the Property except as specified 

in Section 3. 

 

I. No part of the Property shall be used to provide legal or physical access to any road or 

other parcel of land. 

 

J. There shall be no operation of motorized vehicles on the Property, including, but not 

limited to, snowmobiles, dune buggies, motorcycles, and all-terrain vehicles, except as specified 

in Section 3. 
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K. Any activity on or use of the Property inconsistent with the purpose of this Easement is 

prohibited. 

 

3. RESERVED RIGHTS 

 

  The Town reserves the following rights, through its administrator, the Chester 

Conservation Commission, to: 

 

A.  Construct and maintain trails for hiking, cross-country skiing and other low impact 

transitory recreational uses, and to construct and maintain related ancillary structures, such as a 

bench or bridge, all as not detrimental to the purposes of this Easement.  New trails will be 

established according to a plan prepared by the Town or its administrator. 

 

B. To post against hunting or not to post as may be desired from time to time. 

 

C.  To permit or to forbid the use of motorized recreational vehicles of any or all kinds as the 

Town may desire from time to time except for emergency vehicles, police and fire, who are 

allowed to respond to an emergency or complaint without first obtaining permission from the 

Town or its administrator, but who shall notify them of any and all incidences. 

 

D.  To remove any living or downed trees, for forestry purposes, or that pose a hazard, or are 

diseased, are infested with invasive insects, and to remove invasive plants or shrubbery as 

specified in Section E below.   

 

E. When removing trees, invasive plants or shrubbery the administrator and its agents and 

assigns will follow the recommendations specified in the document entitled “Logging BMP’s to 

Protect Surface Waters, Wetlands and Soils.” For removal of trees for forestry purposes, the 

Town, its administrator and agents or designees, shall follow a harvest cycle of 12 to 20 years to 

allow impacted resources to recover.  Prior to logging the administrator may contract with a 

forestry consultant and flag any trees to be removed or not be removed or to make 

recommendations on the limits of recommended disturbance. 

 

4.   BENEFITS, BURDENS, AND ACCESS 

 

A. The burden of the Easement conveyed hereby shall run with the Property and shall be 

enforceable against all future owners and tenants in perpetuity; the benefits of this Easement 

shall not be appurtenant to any particular parcel of land but shall be in gross and assignable or 

transferable only to the State of New Hampshire, the U.S. Government or any subdivision of 

either of them, consistent with Section 170(c)(1) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 

amended, or to any qualified organization within the meaning of Section 170(h)(3) of said Code, 

which organization has among its purposes the conservation and preservation of land and water 

areas and agrees to and is capable of enforcing the conservation purposes of this Easement.  Any 

such assignee or transferee shall have like power of assignment or transfer. 

 

B. The Town, its administrator and their agents and designees, shall have reasonable access 
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to the Property and all of its parts for such inspection as is necessary to determine compliance 

with and to enforce this Easement and exercise the rights conveyed hereby and fulfill the 

responsibilities and carry out the duties assumed by the acceptance of this Easement. 

 

5. ADDITIONAL EASEMENT 

 

Should the Town and/or its administrator determine that the expressed purposes of this Easement 

could better be effectuated by the conveyance of an additional easement, the Town may execute 

an additional instrument to that effect, provided that the conservation purposes of this Easement 

are not diminished thereby and that a public agency or qualified organization described in 

Section 4.A., above, accepts and records the additional easement. 

 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town of Chester has hereunto set its hands and seal by a 

quorum of its duly elected representatives this _____ day of _________________________, 

2023. 

 

TOWN OF CHESTER SELECT BOARD 

By: 

 

____________________________________  _______________________________ 

Charles F. Myette     Steven M. Couture 

 

____________________________________ _______________________________ 

Stephen O. Landau     Dana Theokas 

 

____________________________________ 

Richard S. Trask 

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

 Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of 

the Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________, 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

 Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:                                

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 
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 Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of 

the Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

 

 Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:                                

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

 Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of 

the Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

 

 Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

 Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of 

the Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

 

 Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       
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The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

 Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of 

the Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

 

 Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       
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APPENDIX A 

 

 

The Property is shown as “Conservation Easement” on, and is shown as Town Tax Map 8, Lot 

13, 7-62 and 7-63. 

 

The Property consists of the following-described area of land situated in the Town of Chester, 

County of Rockingham, State of New Hampshire, and contains 32 acres of forestland and 

wetland, Tax Map 8-13, 39 acres of forestland and wetland, Tax Map 7-63, 74 acres of forestland 

and wetland, Tax Map 7-62  

 

Said lots 8-13 and 7-63, and a portion of 7-62, containing 27 acres, being the same premises 

conveyed to the Town of Chester by Tax Sale dated January 4, 1958 recorded with said Deeds in 

Book 2396, Page 1793, a portion of 60-acre parcel of land of Grace F. Perkins by deed of Ruth 

N. Ray, Blanche C. Webster and Lena L. Lambert dated 12/5/1953 and recorded at Book 1304, 

Page 327 in said Registry, more particularly bounded and described as follows: 

 

Parcel One – Portion of Tax Map 7-62 containing 25 acres 

 

A certain tract of sprout land situated in Chester aforesaid containing twenty-five acres and 

2029.5’ more or less, bounded and described as follows:  Beginning at a stake and stones at the 

East corner of the Norton Farm, so-called, and running about 35 degrees West 2,128.5’ by the 

line of land now or formerly owned by the heirs of A. S. Dearborn and land now or formerly of 

George W. Hook to a stake and stones at the corner of land now or formerly of J. W. Noyes 

thence running South 60 degrees East by the line of said Noyes land 1,056’ to a stake and stones 

in a pond; thence running North 59 degrees East 2,524.5’ to the point of beginning. 

 

Parcel Two – Tax Map 8-13 and portion of Tax Map 7-63 

 

A certain tract of land situated in said Chester containing 60 acres, 1,650’ more or less, bounded 

and described as follows:  Beginning at the East corner of the above-described tract of land and 

running South 50 degrees East 693’ by the line of land now or formerly of S. Pingree to a stake 

and stones; thence North 80 degrees East by the line of said Pingree’s land 726’ to a stake and 

stones; thence Northeast 445.5’ to the corner of land now or formerly of John Wason; thence 

South by the line of said Wason’s land 1,104.18’ more or less, to a stake and stones; thence 

South 45 degrees West by the line of said Wason’s land 636.9’ more or less, to a stake and 

stones; thence Easterly by the line of said Wason’s land 300.96’ more or less to a stake and 

stones at the corner of land of R. J. Clay; thence south 40 degrees West by the line of said Clay’s 

land 462’to the line of land owned by said heirs of A. S. Dearborn to a stake; thence North 61 

degrees West by line of said Dearborn land 1,134.54’ more or less, to a stake; thence Northerly 

by the line of said Dearborn land 792’ to a stake; thence North 45 degrees about 660’by line of 

said Dearborn land to a stake on the line of first above-mentioned tract of land; thence North 35 

degrees by the line of the first-mentioned tract 589.38’ more or less, to the first mentioned bound 

of the East corner of North Farm. 
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See tax taking recorded in Book 2396, Page 1793. 

 

Parcel 3 – 10 acre portion of Tax Map 7-63 

 

A certain parcel of land situated in said Chester, containing ten acres, more or less, bounded and 

described as follows:  on the North by land now or formerly of John W. Parker and land now or 

formerly of Arthur N. West; one the East and South by land now or formerly of George S. 

Webster; and on the North by Long Pond, so-called.  

 

See tax taking recorded in Book 2396, Page 1792 

 

Parcel 4 – portion of Tax Map 7-62 

 

A portion of Tax Map 7-62 containing 47 acres, being the same premises conveyed to the Town 

of Chester by Tax Sale recorded with said Deeds in Book 975, Page 226 being the Norton Sprout 

Land of Charles Bailey conveyed to him by deed of Weeke dated September 16, 1912 recorded 

with said Deeds in Book 673, Page 270 bounded and described as follows: 

 

A certain tract or parcel of land situate in said Chester, containing 47 acres more or less 

beginning at the northwest corner of the premises at the corner of a wall thence 1,419’ by land of 

John Parker to stake and stones at Long Pond, thence 59 degrees west 2,079’ by land of George 

Webster to a stake and stones at northwest corner of land formerly of George Smith thence 59 

degrees west 709.5’ by said Smith land to a stake and stone, thence 38 degrees  east by land of 

George Gillingham 1,980’ to first-mentioned bound.  Reference to said deed is made for a more 

particular description. 

 

Parcel 5 – Tax Map 7-62-1 

 

A certain tract or parcel of woodland situate in Chester, in the County of Rockingham and said 

State of New Hampshire, being a part of the Norton Farm, so-called, containing about five acres 

and 2,029.5’ feet, more or less, and bounded as follows: 

 

Commencing at the north corner of said premises on the line of the Weeks land at the corner of 

land now or formerly owned by Alfred T. Wood and running south fifty-nine degrees east by 

said wood land, about 709.5’ to a stake and stones on the line of the Shackford lot, so called, 

thence south fifty-nine degrees west by the line of said Shackford lot 443,52’ more or less, to a 

stake and stones, on the line of land owned by John W. Noyes; thence north sixty degrees west 

about 554.4’ more or less, to a stake and stones on the line of Mr. Weeks land; thence north 

thirty-eight degrees east by the line of said Weeks land about 404.25’ more or less, to the first 

mentioned bound. 

 

Being Parcel 1 conveyed to the Town of Chester by Gerald E. Illig and Janet M. Illig by deed 

dated August 26, 2019 made pursuant to RSA 36-A:4, a purchase by the Town of Chester 

Conservation Commission, recorded with said Deeds in Book 6032, Page 2046, being currently 
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known as Tax Map 7-62-1, shown as Map/Lot 7-62-7 on Plan D-27229, 

 

Parcel 6 – Tax Maps 7-60-2, 7-61 and 11-58 

 

A certain parcel of land, with improvements thereon, if any, situate in Chester, Rockingham 

County, New Hampshire, known as the Norton Lot, containing forty-seven (47) acres, more or 

less, being bounded and described as follows: 

 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the premises at the corner of a wall at land now or formerly 

of John M. parker; thence turning S 38 degrees W and running 177.5 rods to a stake and stones at 

the southwest corner of land of heirs of John W. Noyes; thence turning N 45-1/4 degrees W and 

running 27 rods 22 links by land now or formerly of Dale Brothers to a stake and stones on a 

rangeway; thence turning N 29 degrees E and running 154 rods by the rangeway to a corner of 

wall at land now or formerly of George A. Cammett; thence turning S 66 degrees E and running 

41 rods 15 links by wall at land of said Cammett to end of wall; thence turning N 85 degrees 21’ 

E and running 28 rods 18 links by said Cammett land to the place of beginning. 

 

Being the first parcel of land described in deed of Charles W. Gammett et al to Eva M. Grimes 

recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 816, Page 92. 

 

Also land in Chester, Rockingham County, New Hampshire shown as the second parcel 

described in said deed of Cammett to Eva M. Grimes recorded at Book 816, Page 92 with the 

exception of that portion of the same conveyed by Loring Grimes to Kenneth Bevan et ux, by 

deed recorded with said Deeds at Book 990, Page 27.  The parcel referred to as described in said 

deed of Cammett to Grimes contained sixty (60) acres, more or less, and the parcel referred to in 

deed of Grimes to Bevan et ux contained fifteen (15) acres, leaving forty-five (45) acres, more or 

less, intended to be a part hereof.  A description of the entire parcel referred to in Cammett to 

Grimes is as follows: 

 

A certain tract of land with the buildings thereon situate in Chester on the road leading from J.A. 

Hooke’s corner to land now or formerly of F.L. Hazelton, containing sixty(60) acres, more or 

less, and bounded as follows: 

 

Beginning at the northeast corner of the premises; thence running southerly by the Norton Road, 

so-called, and land now or formerly of A.B. Parker about eighty (80) rods to land now or 

formerly of G.U. Weeks and Ashel D. Weeks; thence westerly by said Weeks’ land to land now 

or formerly of Ashel Weeks heirs; thence northerly by land of said Weeks and B.F. Hazelton to 

stake and stones; thence easterly by said Hazelton land to the corner of the stone wall; thence 

northerly by a stone wall to the highway; thence easterly by the highway to the point begun at. 
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Being the same premises conveyed to the Town of Chester by deed of Bruce N. Hatton, and 

Frederick L. Hatton by deed dated March 12, 2007 recorded with said Deeds in Book 4777, Page 

2124. 

 

Parcel 7 – Tax Map 7-60-1 

 

A certain tract of land situate in said Chester, in the County of Rockingham and said State of 

New Hampshire, containing sixteen acres, more or less, and bounded northerly by land formerly 

of John Rand; westerly by land formerly owned by John Bell; southerly by land formerly of 

Humphrey Lufkin and easterly by land formerly owned by Joseph Carr, David French and Josiah 

Norton, being a part of the premises conveyed by Joshua Brown to Elephalet Brown. 

 

Meaning and intending the real estate parcel designated on the Town of Chester Assessor’s Tax 

map as Parcel 7-60-1 on Candia Road, containing 16 acres, more or less, and being shown as 

Map 7, Lot 6-01 on a plan of land entitled “Plan Showing Map 7 Lot 60-1 and Other Land of 

Gerald E. & Janet M. Illig, Chester, New Hampshire,” prepared for:  Gerald E. & Janet M. Illig, 

20 Boyce Road, Eliot, Maine 03903, Scale 1”=100,’ April 2, 1999, recorded in the Rockingham 

County Registry of Deeds as Plan #D-27229. 

 

Being a portion of the premises conveyed to the Town of Chester by deed of Gerald E. Illig and 

Janet M. Illig dated August 26, 2019, shown as Parcel 2 on said deed, recorded with said Deeds 

in Book 6032, Page 2046. 
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THIS IS A TRANSFER TO A TOWN AND IS   RETURN TO: 

EXEMPT FROM THE NEW HAMPSHIRE    Town of Chester 

REAL PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX    Conservation Commission 

PURSUANT TO RSA 78-B:2, I 84 Chester Street, Chester 

NH  03036 

 

Property Located in Chester, NH 

 

 

DECLARATION OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that  

 

The TOWN of CHESTER, a municipal corporation with a principal place of business at 84 

Chester Street, Chester, County of Rockingham, NH 03036 (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Town", which shall, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, include the Town’s 

successors and assigns) 

 

DECLARES that a CONSERVATION EASEMENT be placed on 

 

The following described land located in the Town of Chester, NH: 

 

The 119 acre parcel designated as ‘NEW MAP 2 LOT 88-1 OPEN SPACE” on a Plan entitled 

“Subdivision Plans, Jenkins” Farm, Haverhill Road (NH Route 121) Chester, New Hampshire 

Prepared for Sterling Homes, LLC” by Promised Land Survey, LLC recorded in the Rockingham 

County Registry of Deeds as Plan #36951 (“Jenkins’ Farm Subdivision Plan”) and more 

particularly described on APPENDIX A attached hereto, referenced herein as the “Premises” or 

the Town Open Space Area.” 

 

The CONSERVATION EASEMENT (herein referred to as the "Easement")  

 

1. PURPOSES 

 

The Easement hereby granted is pursuant to NH RSA 477:45-47 and RSA 482-A, exclusively for 

the following conservation purposes: 
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A. The preservation and conservation of open spaces, particularly the conservation of the 

productive wetlands, vernal pools and uplands of which the Property consists and of the wildlife 

habitat thereon; and in order to permanently protect said area for nature study and recreation, and 

to enhance and maintain the scenic, wildlife, and forest that are an intrinsic part of Chester's 

valuable rural character for the benefit of the Town of Chester and its citizens. 

 

B. The scenic enjoyment of the general public; 

 

The above purposes are consistent with the clear conservation goals and/or objectives as stated in 

the 2015 Master Plan of the Town of Chester, which states as a goal: 

 

 Promote the preservation and utilization of open space land, giving careful attention to 

water resources, steep slopes and agricultural lands 

 

and as objectives: 

 

 Implement the Chester Open Space Plan and identify local priorities for open space 

protection that will conserve water resources, steep slopes, and agricultural lands 

 

and with New Hampshire RSA Chapter 79-A which states:  "It is hereby declared to be in the 

public interest to encourage conservation, thus providing a healthful and attractive outdoor 

environment for work and recreation of the state's citizens, maintaining the character of the 

state's landscape, and conserving the land, water, forest, agricultural and wildlife resources." 

 

All of these purposes are consistent and in accordance with the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, 

Section 170(h). 

 

C. The purpose of this Declaration of Conservation Easement is to supplement and not 

replace the various restrictions included within a Warranty Deed from Jenkins’ Farm, LLC to the 

Town of Chester dated October 2, 2020 and recorded with the Rockingham County Registry of 

Deeds at Book 6233, Page 2601.  Should there be any conflicts between the restrictions herein 

and the restrictions in said Deed, the restrictions in said Deed shall prevail. 

 

The Easement hereby granted with respect to the Property is as follows: 

 

2. USE LIMITATIONS 

 

A. The Property shall be maintained in perpetuity as conservation land in its relatively 

natural state, without there being conducted thereon any industrial or commercial activities. 

 

B. The Property shall not be further subdivided or otherwise divided into parcels of separate 

distinct ownership. 

 

C. No structure or improvement of any kind (including without limitation, fences, roads, 

sheds, and barns, or any type of trailer, radio transmission or receiving device, or compost bin) 

shall be constructed, placed or introduced onto the Property. 
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D. No removal, filling or other disturbances of soil surface, nor any changes in topography, 

surface or subsurface water systems, wetlands, or natural habitat shall be allowed on the 

Property. 

 

E. No outdoor advertising structures such as signs and billboards shall be displayed on the 

Property.  However, the Town may erect and maintain signs designating the Property as land 

under the protection of the Town. 

 

F. There shall be no mining, quarrying, excavation, or removal of rocks, minerals, gravel, 

sand, topsoil, or other similar materials on or from the Property. 

 

G. There shall be no dumping, injection, burning, or burial of any materials (including, 

without limitation, soil, manure, grass clippings, rubble, refuse, trash, vehicles or vehicle bodies 

or parts, tanks, barrels, appliances, machinery, and radioactive or hazardous waste) on the 

Property. 

 

H. There shall be no cutting or removal of any vegetation on the Property except as specified 

in Section 3. 

 

I. No part of the Property shall be used to provide legal or physical access to any road or 

other parcel of land. 

 

J. There shall be no operation of motorized vehicles on the Property, including, but not 

limited to, snowmobiles, dune buggies, motorcycles, and all-terrain vehicles, except as specified 

in Section 3. 

 

K. Any activity on or use of the Property inconsistent with the purpose of this Easement is 

prohibited. 

 

3. RESERVED RIGHTS 

 

  The Town reserves the following rights, through its administrator, the Chester 

Conservation Commission, to: 

 

A.  Construct and maintain trails for hiking, cross-country skiing and other low impact transitory 

recreational uses, and to construct and maintain related ancillary structures, such as a bench or 

bridge, all as not detrimental to the purposes of this Easement.  New trails will be established 

according to a plan prepared by the Town or its administrator. 

 

B.  To post against hunting or not to post as may be desired from time to time. 

 

C.   To permit or to forbid the use of motorized recreational vehicles of any or all kinds as the 

Town may desire from time to time except for emergency vehicles, police and fire, who are 

allowed to respond to an emergency or complaint without first obtaining permission from the 

Town or its administrator, but who shall notify them of any and all incidences. 
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D.  To remove any living or downed trees, for forestry purposes, or that pose a hazard, or are 

diseased, are infested with invasive insects, and to remove invasive plants or shrubbery as 

specified in Section E below.   

 

E. When removing trees, invasive plants or shrubbery the administrator and its agents and 

assigns will follow the recommendations specified in the document entitled “Logging BMP’s to 

Protect Surface Waters, Wetlands and Soils.” For removal of trees for forestry purposes, the 

Town, its administrator and agents or designees, shall follow a harvest cycle of 12 to 20 years to 

allow impacted resources to recover.  Prior to logging the administrator may contract with a 

forestry consultant and flag any trees to be removed or not be removed or to make 

recommendations on the limits of recommended disturbance. 

 

4.   BENEFITS, BURDENS, AND ACCESS 

 

A. The burden of the Easement conveyed hereby shall run with the Property and shall be 

enforceable against all future owners and tenants in perpetuity; the benefits of this Easement 

shall not be appurtenant to any particular parcel of land but shall be in gross and assignable or 

transferable only to the State of New Hampshire, the U.S. Government or any subdivision of 

either of them, consistent with Section 170(c)(1) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 

amended, or to any qualified organization within the meaning of Section 170(h)(3) of said Code, 

which organization has among its purposes the conservation and preservation of land and water 

areas and agrees to and is capable of enforcing the conservation purposes of this Easement.  Any 

such assignee or transferee shall have like power of assignment or transfer. 

 

B. The Town, its administrator and their agents and designees, shall have reasonable access 

to the Property and all of its parts for such inspection as is necessary to determine compliance 

with and to enforce this Easement and exercise the rights conveyed hereby and fulfill the 

responsibilities and carry out the duties assumed by the acceptance of this Easement. 

 

5. ADDITIONAL EASEMENT 

 

Should the Town and/or its administrator determine that the expressed purposes of this Easement 

could better be effectuated by the conveyance of an additional easement, the Town may execute 

an additional instrument to that effect, provided that the conservation purposes of this Easement 

are not diminished thereby and that a public agency or qualified organization described in 

Section 4.A., above, accepts and records the additional easement. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town of Chester has hereunto set its hand and seal by a quorum 

of its duly elected representatives this ___ day of ________, 2023. 

 

TOWN OF CHESTER SELECT BOARD 

 

By: 

 

____________________________________  _______________________________ 
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Charles F. Myette     Steven M. Couture 

 

____________________________________ _______________________________ 

Stephen O. Landau     Dana Theokas 

 

____________________________________ 

Richard S. Trask 

 

 

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of the 

Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________, 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:                                

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of the 

Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:                                

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of the 

Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

Before me,  ___________________________________ 
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                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of the 

Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       

 

 

The State of New Hampshire 

County of Rockingham 

 

Personally appeared _______________________, ___________________________, of the 

Town of Chester Select Board, this            day of ____________________ 2023 and 

acknowledged the foregoing on behalf of the Town of Chester Select Board. 

 

 

Before me,  ___________________________________ 

                               Justice of the Peace/Notary Public 

                               My commission expires:       
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APPENDIX A 

 

A certain parcel of land located in the Town of Chester designated as ‘NEW MAP 2 LOT 88-1 

OPEN SPACE” on a Plan entitled “Subdivision Plans, Jenkins” Farm, Haverhill Road (NH 

Route 121) Chester, New Hampshire Prepared for Sterling Homes, LLC” by Promised Land 

Survey, LLC recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds as Plan #36951 (“Jenkins’ 

Farm Subdivision Plan”) and more particularly described as follows: 

 

Commencing at a point on the southerly side of Jack Road at the northeasterly corner of the 

within described open space; thence 

 

1.  South 35°09’59” west a distance of 124.39 feet to a point; thence 

 

2.  South 34°55’53” west a distance of 193.50 feet to a point; thence 

 

3.  South 34°56’53” west a distance of 112.48 feet to a point; thence 

 

4.  North 59°34’30” west a distance of 189.73 feet to a point; thence 

 

5.  North 59°19’37” west a distance of 131.78 feet to a point; thence 

 

6.  North 59°52’46” west a distance of 152.90 feet to a point; thence 

 

7.  South 33°46’45” west a distance of 159.34 feet to a point; thence 

 

8.  South 32°38’55” west a distance of 58.04 feet to a point; thence 

 

9.  South 30°37’45” west a distance of 71.37 feet to a point; thence 

 

10.  South 35°11’43” west a distance of 178.29 feet to a point; thence 

 

11.  South 33°50’49” west a distance of 306.39 feet to a point; thence 

 

12.  South 33°49”16” west a distance of 231.86 feet to a point; thence 

 

13.  South 33°52’19” west a distance of 132.78 feet to a point; thence 

 

14.  South 35°15’33” west a distance of 175.58 feet to a point; thence 

 

15.  South 33°52’15” west a distance of 118.14 feet (along an existing barbed wire fence) to a  

       point; thence 

 

16.  South 35°03’08” west a distance of 480.87 feet (partially along an existing barbed wire 

       fence) to a point at the Chester/Derry town line; thence 
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17.  North 77°13’30” west at distance of 2,715.56 feet along said Chester/Derry town line to a  

       point; thence 

 

18.  North 36°15’48” east a distance of 3.79 feet to a point; thence 

 

19.  North 39°55’23” east a distance of 192.07 feet alone a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

20.  North 39°47’13” east a distance of 134.63 feet alone a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

21.  North 39°55’41” east a distance of 187.39 feet along a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

22.  North 39°58’31” east a distance of 138.48 feet along a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

23.  North 39°40’13” east a distance of 1,034.39 feet to a drill hole; thence 

 

24.  North 39°27’14” east a distance of 306.89 feet along a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

25.  North 40°13’15” east a distance of 162.17 feet along a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

26.  North 39°25’55” east a distance of 535.19 feet along a stone wall to a point; thence 

 

27.  North 40°33’02” east a distance of 265.72 feet to a point; thence 

 

28.  North 39°52’39” east a distance of 277.27 feet to a point; thence 

 

29.  North 39°02’44” east a distance of 151.64 feet to a point; thence 

 

30.  North 28°55’25” east a distance of 34.15 feet to a point; thence 

 

31.  South 59°33’32” east a distance of 191.99 feet along the center line of the discontinued Jack  

       Road to a point; thence 

 

32.  North 25°41’22” east a distance of 30.96 feet to a point; thence 

 

33.  North 32°50’31” east a distance of 9.97 feet to a point; thence 

 

34.  North 11°27’26” east a distance of 31.68 feet to a point; thence 

 

35.  North 09°45’56” west a distance of 35.65 feet to a point; thence 

 

36.  North 15°28’42” west a distance of 90.64 feet to a point; thence 

 

37.  North 18°47’39” west a distance of 82.64 feet to a point; thence 

 

38.  North 16°39’11” west a distance of 195.22 feet to a point; thence 
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39.  North 26°51’46” west a distance of 191.73 feet to a point; thence 

 

40.  North 23°46’18” west a distance of 175.65 feet to a point; thence 

 

41.  North 32°07’01” west a distance of 100.52 feet to a point; thence 

 

42.  North 27°00’08” west a distance of 269.41 feet to the most northerly point of the within  

       described parcel; thence 

 

43.  South 55°34’27” east a distance of 1,167.46 feet to a point; thence 

 

44.  South 58°10’50” east a distance of 318.73 feet to a point; thence 

 

45.  South 60°27’12” east a distance of 178.84 feet to a point; thence 

 

46.  North 28°09’50” east a distance of 101.59 feet to a point; thence 

 

47.  North 23°57’37” east a distance of 66.87 feet to a point; thence 

 

48.  North 26°43’51” east a distance of 207.54 feet to a point; thence 

 

49.  South 59°36’39” east a distance of 847.89 feet to a point; thence 

 

50.  South 20°59’06” west a distance of 50 feet, more or less, to a point at the northeasterly  

       corner of Lott 88-101; thence 

 

51.  North 59°36’39” west a distance of 582.82 feet along Lots 101, 102, 103 and 104 to a point;  

       thence 

 

52.  South 26°43’51” west a distance of 153.03 feet along Lot 104 to a point; thence 

 

53.  South 23°57’37” west a distance of 67.49 feet along Lot 104 and 105 to a point; thence 

 

54.  South 28°09’50” west a distance of 154.65 feet along Lot 105 and 106 to a point; thence 

 

55.  North 60°27’12” west a distance of 231.05 feet along Lot 106 and 107 to a point; thence 

 

56.  North 58°10’50” west a distance of 45.36 feet along Lot 107 to a point; thence 

 

57.  South 66°42’46” west a distance of 136.68 feet along Lots 107 and 108 to a point; thence 

 

58.  South 61°16’30” west a distance of 195.22 feet along Lot 109 to a point; thence 

 

59.  South 46°57’09” west a distance of 318.15 feet along Lot 110 to a point; thence 

 

60.  South 59°23’11” east a distance of 270.19 feet along Lot 110 to a point; thence 
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61.  South 29°13’51” west a distance of 33.69 feet crossing Jack Road at a point between the  

       discontinued portion of Jack Road and the Class VI portion of Jack Road; thence 

 

62.  North 64°50’57” west a distance of 11.08 feet along Lot 111 to a point; thence 

 

63.  North 62°22’29” west a distance of 73.35 feet along Lot 111 to a point; thence 

 

64.  North 65°21’23” west a distance of 91.88 feet along Lot 111 to a point; thence 

 

65.  North 61°15’39” west a distance of 98.57 feet along Lot 111 to a point; thence 

 

66.  South 34°09’20” west a distance of 97.65 feet along Lot 111 to a point; thence 

 

67.  South 27°47’11” west a distance of 558.13 feet along Lots 112, 113, 114 and 115 to a point;  

       thence 

 

68.  South 16°22’27” west a distance of 198.67 feet along Lot 116 to a point; thence 

 

69.  South 04°28’14” west a distance of 199.37 feet along Lot 117 to a point; thence 

 

70.  South 08°10’37” east a distance of 199.37 feet along Lot 118 to a point; thence 

 

71.  South 20°49’28” east a distance of 199.37 feet along Lot 119 to a point; thence 

 

72.  South 33°28’19” east a distance of 199.37 feet along Lot 120 to a point; thence 

 

73.  South 39°47’44” east a distance of 387.44 feet along Lots 121, 122 and 123 to a point;  

       Thence 

 

74.  South 56°32’11” east a distance of 194.98 feet along Lot 124 to a point; thence 

 

75.  South 64°57’36” east a distance of 193.74 feet along Lot 125 to a point; thence 

 

76.  South 76°18’21” east a distance of 193.74 feet along Lot 126 to a point; thence 

 

77.  South 84°46’35” east a distance of 95.67 feet along Lot 127 to a point; thence 

 

78.  North 33°49’15” east a distance of 33.96 feet along Lot 127 to a point; thence 

 

79.  North 33°50’49” east a distance of 307.00 feet along Lots 127 and 128 to a point; thence 

 

80.  North 35°11’43” east a distance of 176.88 feet along Lots 128 and 129 to a point; thence 

 

81.  North 30°37’45” east a distance of 70.26 feet to a point; thence 
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82.  North 32°38’55” east a distance of 59.41 feet to a point; thence 

 

83.  North 33°46’45” east a distance of 206.97 feet along Lot 129 to a point; thence 

 

84.  South 59°36’27” east a distance of 501.55 feet along Lot 130 to a point; thence 

 

85.  South 35°00’28” east a distance of 377.81 feet along Lots 130, 131, 132 and 133 to a point  

       at the southerly side of Jack Road (Class VI); thence 

 

86.  South 62°17’19” east a distance of 70.00 feet along said Jack Road (Class VI) to the point of  

       beginning. 

 

Being the premises conveyed to the Town of Chester by Jenkins’ Farm, LLC by Warranty Deed 

dated October 2, 2020 recorded with said Deeds in Book 6233, Page 2601 and subject to the 

rights and easements, and rights reserved to the grantor therein. 
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Welcome to another year of budget management and planning! 
 
The FY24-25 budgeting process will be substantially the same as last year.  Templates and 
instructions will be prepared by Finance Director Smith and distributed to Department 
Heads and Board/Committee/Commission Chairs in mid-November.  Once the templates 
have gone out, a training session will be offered.  The final due date for submissions will be 
Friday, December 29th, 2023, which is approximately six weeks from the distribution date.   
Please keep in mind, however, that you are more than welcome to return your template 
earlier than that in order to allow the Town Administrator and Finance Department 
sufficient time to review and then enter your data into the budgeting software before the 
Selectboard and Budget Committee begin reviewing requests in early February 2024. 
 
As you work on your budget, please note the following: 
 
· Each Department Head or Chair is required to submit a budget, even if they are not 

requesting that any changes be made. 
 
· The budgeting process is for operating expenditures (i.e., costs associated with the 

normal course of business for the current year), not capital expenditures (i.e., costs 
associated with purchases of items that have at least three years of useful life and 
generally exceed $5,000).  Budgeting for capital equipment and projects occurs 
separately and is handled by the Planning Board. 

 
· The Selectboard and the Budget Committee have determined that departmental budgets 

for non-payroll-related expenses will be expected to increase by no more than 3% for the 
coming year.  This percentage has been calculated by considering the average of the past 
three years’ CPI as well as the increase in households over the past year.  However, if 
there is a compelling reason for increasing the budget for a specific line by more than that 
figure, there must either be an offsetting dollar decrease in another line within your 
budget, or a justification must be attached to the template itself, with all increases over 
the mandated 3% prioritized.  This percentage will be reviewed at the start of Budget 
Season to determine if it is still appropriate and may be changed. 

 
· The reallocation of budget dollars within line items to better align the budget with the 

prior year’s actual expenditures is encouraged. 
 
· Salaries, wages, and benefits are entered into the Budgeting Software by the Finance 

Director after consultation with the Finance Officer and the Wage Matrix. However, 
overtime wages and stipends are budgeted for by the individual Departments.  Each 
employee must have a current review in order to have his or her increase placed into the 
budget. 

 
· Members of the Budget Committee will be encouraged to attend the Selectboard’s Budget 

Review sessions where the Department Heads are present.  Should the Budget 
Committee request a Department Head’s presence at a Budget Committee meeting, 
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however, the Department Liaison and the Town Administrator will also attend that 
meeting. 

 
· Warrant articles must initiate through the Town Administrator’s office.  These Warrant 

Articles should be submitted by March 1st, 2024, and those received after this date may 
not be considered.  If you need assistance writing the article, please see TA Doda. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation as we work together to develop the FY24-25 operating 
budget for the Town of Chester. Please feel free to contact either Finance Director Smith, TA 
Doda, or your liaison with any questions you may have. 
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Budget Meeting Schedule 
Budgets & Warrant Articles 

 
 
Thursday, February 1, 2024 - Internal Departments 
 

Building Inspector – Myrick Bunker 
Government Buildings – Paul Cavanaugh 
Executive/Administrative – Debra Doda 
Welfare – General Assistance, Governmental, Other Health Agencies – Debra Doda 
Planning Department – Andrew Hadik/Brian Sullivan 
Town Clerk, Tax Collector – Justine Celentano 

 
Thursday, February 8, 2024 – Internal Departments 
 

Police/Animal Control – Aaron Berube 
Assessing – Jean Packard  
Recreation, Wason Pond, WPCC, Fireworks – Corinna Reishus  
Finance, Insurance, Ad & Regional Associations, Legal, Debt Service, Benefits – Joanne 

Smith  
IT – Mike Ebbett 
ZBA – Nancy Hoijer/Billie Maloney 

 
Thursday, February 15, 2024 – External Departments 
 

Highway – James Piper 
Transfer Station, Landfill – Stacy Manfrates 
Ambulance, Fire, Forest Fire, Fire Department Grants, Ambulance Billing – Phil Gladu 
Emergency Management – Phil Gladu  
Library – Kandace Knowlton 
 

Thursday, February 22, 2024 – Other Budgeted Departments 
 

Senior Citizens – Kathy Dircks 
Supervisors of the Checklist – Leslie Packard 
Great Hill Cemetery – John Colman 
Treasurer – Rhonda Lamphere  
Village Cemetery – Aaron Mansur 
Patriotic – Darrell Quinn 
Street Lighting – Debra Doda 

 
Thursday, March 2, 2024 – Boards, Committees, Commissions 
 

Conservation Commission – Victor Chouinard 
Trustees of the Trust Funds – Colin Costine  
PACT – Bob Grimm 
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Wason Pond Commission, Bath House, and Cottage – Chris Hadik 
Spring Hill Farm – Beth Sautter 
Budget Committee – Ephraim Dobbins 

 
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
 
 Warrant Articles – all Department Heads and Chairs 
 
Friday, March 15, 2024 
 
 Budget and Warrant to Budget Committee 
 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
 
 Last day to accept petitioned warrant articles 
 
Thursday, April 18, 2024 
 
 Budget & Warrant Public Hearing 
 
Tuesday, April 30, 2024 
 
 Last day to post Budget and Warrant   
 
Thursday, May 16th, 2024 
 
 Town Meeting 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

INVITATION TO BID 
 
The Town of Chester is soliciting qualified and responsible engineering firms, or individuals with 
municipal engineering experience, to submit written proposals for the provision of engineering 
services for the Town of Chester, New Hampshire.   As the Town Engineer, the selected firm 
or individual(s) will be expected to provide general engineering services, including 
engineering design, subdivision and land development reviews, construction inspections, 
storm water management, structural engineering, attendance at public meetings, 
construction supervision, and other engineering consulting services as needed. 
 
Five (5) hard copies and one (1) electronic copy on a USB flash drive of the response to this 
Request for Proposal shall be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly labeled with the Bidder’s 
name and “Request for Proposal – Engineering Services” to the following address: 
 

Engineering Services 
RFP 08-SEP-23 

Town of Chester 
84 Chester Street 

Chester, NH 03036 
Attn:  Debra Doda, Town Administrator 

 
Questions concerning this Request for Proposal shall be directed to Debra H Doda, Town 
Administrator. 
 
All proposals must be received no later than Monday, October 1st, 2023 at 3:00pm (time period 
may be extended at the discretion of the Selectboard) to be considered.    It is the sole 
responsibility of the Bidder to have the packet at the designated location prior to the deadline 
date and time.    Faxed submittals will not be accepted.     
 
Sealed proposals must be signed by a duly authorized official of the Bidder.    Proposal terms 
shall be valid for a period of ninety (90) days from receipt by the Town of Chester.  It is 
anticipated but not guaranteed that a contract will be awarded to a Bidder based upon the RFP 
response and evaluation prior to Tuesday, October 31st, 2023. 
 
All responses are governmental records subject to public disclosure under the Right-to-Know 
Law.    The Town will not accept responses marked confidential in whole or in part. 
 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL/QUALIFICATIONS FOR MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES  
 
The Request for Proposal/Qualifications (RFP) is part of a competitive procurement process 
which helps to service the Town’s best interests.   It also provides Engineering firms with a 
fair opportunity for their services to be considered.   The process of competitive negotiating 
being used in this case should not be confused with the different process of competitive 
sealed bidding.  The latter process is usually used where the goods or services being 
procured can be described precisely and price is generally the determining factor.  With 
competitive negotiation, however, price is not required to be the determinative factor, 
although it may be, and the Town has the flexibility it needs to negotiate with engineering 
firms to arrive at a mutually agreeable relationship.   
 
GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE TOWN OF CHESTER  
 
The Town of Chester is located in the southeastern part of New Hampshire, and operates 
under the Selectboard form of government with a five (5) member Selectboard and a Town 
Administrator.  The Town is just over 26 square miles with approximately 56 miles of Town 
roads and 14 miles of State roads.  There are three Town-owned bridges, two of which are 
red-listed, and two Town-owned dams.  
 
The Town provides its citizens with local 24/7 Police coverage, call fire and contracted 
ambulance services, public works, solid waste services, building code enforcement, zoning, 
planning, parks and recreation, and other municipal services.  The Selectboard meets the 
first and third Thursday of each month for its regular public meetings, and the fifth Thursday 
of each month for a workshop when necessary.  The Town has an approximate residential 
population of 5,232, and an annual budget of the Town and School combined of 
approximately $20 million.   
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS  
 
The selected firm must provide personnel who meet the following minimum criteria:  
 

1. Are licensed to practice engineering in the State of New Hampshire,  
 

2. Have a minimum of seven (7) years of experience as a municipal engineer, 
 

3. Have expertise in the areas of engineering design, storm water management design 
and inspection, road construction, traffic/transportation engineering, community 
planning, funding coordination, grant writing, budgeting for projects, subdivision and 
land development review, and regional planning, 
 

4. Can provide all aspects of general municipal engineering that may, from time to time, 
arise in Town operations, and  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
5. Have a clean criminal background for all employees working for and on behalf of the 

Town of Chester. 
 
The selected firm must either provide personnel who meet the following minimum criteria 
or be able to subcontract (and provide the name and qualifications of the subcontractor) who 
meet the following minimum criteria:  
 

1. Mechanical engineering services;  

2. Electrical engineering services;  

3. Structural engineering services;  

4. Environmental engineering services;  

5. Other specialty engineering services not otherwise listed herein.   

 
SCOPE OF SERVICES TO TOWN OF CHESTER  
 
The services may include, but are not limited to:  
 

• Attendance at Planning Board and Selectboard meetings, and other 
miscellaneous meetings as needed. 
   

• Zoning reviews per Town Code requirement – as requested  
 

• Stormwater reviews  
 

• Stormwater Permit and Inspection Services  
 

• MS4 compliance and annual report preparation as requested  
 

• Inspection services for civil projects  
 

• Review and approve developers’ improvement agreement calculations  
 

• Review and recommend Escrow releases  
 

• Respond to all manner of general engineering requests  
 

• Capital projects planning and budgeting  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
• Coordination with state and federal agencies 

 
• Grant identification and assistance in writing  

 
• In-house survey services  

 
• Capital project design  

 
• Capital project management and surveillance  

 
• Conduct semifinal and final inspections of public improvements, and 

subdivision & land development projects  
 

• On-site construction inspection  
 

• Prepare construction documents suitable for competitive bidding  
 

• Design, prepare specifications, and manage road construction work, 
surveying, and facility project work 
 

• Either have on staff or be able to subcontract structural engineers, electrical 
engineers, environmental engineers, and other specialty engineers often 
needed for specialized work not typically in the scale of municipal services  
 

• Prepare current and final estimates for payment to contractors  
 

• Project scheduling  
 

• Liaison with affected utilities and other communities  
 

• Serve as consultant with all departments within the Town  
 

• 24/7 availability to Selectboard Planning Board, residents, and other 
departments  

 
TERM  
 
The term for all municipal appointments, by requirement of the RSAs, shall last no longer 
than one year unless the contract contains a non-appropriation clause.  Moreover, the Town 
has the right to dismiss the firm or individual(s) at any time, and the firm or individual(s) 
serves at-will, at the discretion of the Town.   
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

CURRENT, EXISTING, AND ON-GOING WORK  
 
The selected Engineer will assume all engineering duties for the Town immediately upon 
appointment.  However, the current contracted municipal engineering firm shall complete 
any projects in which it is currently involved.  A complete list of those projects shall be 
determined at a later date and is at the complete discretion of the Town.   
 
MANDATORY CONTENT OF PROPOSAL  
 

A. Contact Information  
 

a. Provide the name and address of the firm; the name, telephone number, and 
email address of the individual responsible for the preparation of the proposal.   

b. List the names of the firm’s partners/principals and all local offices of the firm.   
c. Identify the location of the firm’s primary office that will be working with the 

Town of Chester.   
d. List of all projects or contracts in which the firm is currently involved in the 

Town of Chester.   
 

B. Level of Service  
 

a. Provide a staffing plan listing those employees who will be assigned to the 
engagement should your firm be selected, including the designation of the 
principal professional Engineer responsible for all services under the 
engagement.  Include the relevant resume information of the individuals who 
will be assigned, including the specific tasks or services for which they will be 
responsible.  This information should include a description of each individual’s 
relevant professional experience, years and type of experience, and number of 
years with the firm.   

 
C. References  

 
a. List of all New England municipalities where your firm presently serves as 

municipal Engineer or provides similar services.  Identify the duration and 
scope of service at each community.   

b. Identify up to three non-municipal clients you wish to include as references.   
c. Identify ten (10) of the most significant projects which your firm has been 

involved with over the past five (5) years.  Please describe your firm’s 
involvement in each of the projects, including a brief description of the project, 
the role of the firm, the anticipated budget, the actual final cost of the project, 
and if the project has been successfully completed.   

 
D. Disciplinary Actions  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
a. Identify if the firm or any principal therein has been subject to any 

professional disciplinary action over the past ten (10) years.  Provide a 
description of the event and the disciplinary action.   

b. Provide a description of any ongoing investigation and/or litigation matters 
involving the firm, its partners, principals, officers, or other individuals 
employed by the firm.  Please give a history of the same over the past ten (10) 
years.   

 
E. Subcontractors  

 
a. If the firm intends to subcontract out any part of the work contained in the 

scope of this RFP, the firm shall provide a complete description of the services 
to be subcontracted, an estimate of the overall amount of work to be 
subcontracted, the rationale behind the need to subcontract, and a 
comprehensive description and experience of the proposed subcontractor.  
The Town reserves the right to disapprove any proposed subcontractor and 
to revoke the previous approval of any subcontractor should the need arise.   

 
F. Insurance  

 
a. Detail your insurance coverage applicable to the services described herein.  

Such coverage must include, at a minimum, Workers Compensation, 
Employer’s Liability, Commercial General Liability, Comprehensive 
Automobile Liability, Umbrella Liability, and Professional Liability coverage.  
Include insurance certificates summarizing such insurance coverage.   

 
G. Fees  

 
a. Firms shall itemize their fee schedule to include all costs, with an explanation 

of how costs are calculated, and the methodology used to do the same.  
Itemized costs shall include ALL costs passed onto the Town, including but not 
limited to professional consulting and engineering costs, and all ancillary 
expenses such as travel, copying, phone, postage, etc.   

b. Identify any increase in rates for your municipal clients over the past five (5) 
years.   

 
H. Please discuss any other factors not mentioned above which you believe relevant to 

the selection of your firm.   
 
SELECTION PROCESS  
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

All proposals will be reviewed by the Selectboard, Planning Board, and Supervisor of Roads 
to determine responsiveness.  Non-responsive proposals will be rejected without evaluation.  
For vendors that satisfy the Minimum Qualifications and the Mandatory Proposal Content 
portions of the application, the Town’s evaluation will include but not be limited to the 
following evaluation criteria, separate or combined in some manner, and not necessarily 
listed in order of significance:  
 

A. The vendor’s general approach to providing the services required under this RFP.   
 

B. The vendor’s documented experience in successfully completing projects of a 
comparable size and scope of the engagement addressed by this RFP.   
 

C. The qualification and experience of the vendor’s management, supervisory, or other 
key personnel assigned to the engagement, with emphasis on documented experience 
in successfully completing work on contracts of comparable size and scope to the 
services required by this RFP.   
 

D. The overall ability of the vendor to mobilize, undertake, and successfully complete 
the scope of work in a timely fashion.  This criterion will include, but not be limited 
to, the following factors: the number and qualifications of management, supervisory, 
and other staff proposed by the vendor to perform the services required by this RFP, 
the availability and commitment to the engagement of the vendor’s management, 
supervisory, and other staff proposed.   
 

E. The vendor’s oral presentation and interview, if selected by the Town, shall assist 
with affirming or supplementing information contained within the RFP.   
 

F. Costs and fee schedules.   
 

G. The Town may reject any and all proposals, whole or in part, for any reason.   
 

H. The Town has the right to waive any irregularities in the proposal.   
 

I. The final selection shall be made using criteria judged to be of the maximum benefit 
to the Town as a whole.   

 
INTERVIEWS 
 
The Selectboard reserves the right to interview any or all of the firms submitting a proposal.  
Although interviews may take place, the proposal should be comprehensive and complete as 
submitted.  However, while there is no specified page limit to a response to this RFP, 
applicants are advised to only provide material related to the request and qualifications for 
service.  Please avoid providing extensive boilerplate, corporate marketing, or filler material.   



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
SELECTION AND CONTRACT  
 
The Town will select the vendor deemed most advantageous to the Town, with price and 
other factors considered.  The resulting contract will include this RFP, any clarification of 
addenda thereto, the selected vendor’s proposal, and any changes negotiated by the parties.   
 
ACCEPTANCE BY TOWN FOR TOWN ENGINEERING  
 
The Town hereby accepts the proposal for Soliciting Services and awards this contract for 
Soliciting Services per the firm’s proposal for Soliciting Services and RFP documents of Town 
of Chester RFP 08-SEP-23. 
 
 
 
Firm:  
 
By (signature):            
 
Printed Name:             
 
Title:              
 
 
Town of Chester:  
 
By (signature):            
 
Printed Name:             
 
Title:              
 
 
 
Date of Bid Award:           



 

 
 

 

 

 

 





























































































Town Administrator’s Report 

August 26th – September 1st, 2023 

 

 
1. 102/121 Intersection:  I have confirmed with Andrew that any request for a meeting 

from NHDOT about the intersection will result in a joint session of Planning Board and 

Selectboard. 

 
2. Administration:  Janis is on vacation this week; I am on vacation the week of September 

11th – 15th.   

 

3. Assessing:  There were four actual home sales in the month of July for an average of 
$545k. 

 

4. Fire Department:  Granite State Communications has been attempting to transfer trust 

fund monies to the Association; I believe that the Trustees of the Trust Funds have all 

the documents they need at this point to complete the procedure. 

 

5. Grants:  The new ‘enhanced’ budget for the Wason Pond Causeway Bridge grant has 
been submitted to the State and from there to the National Park Service.  We continue 

to wait. 

 

6. IT:  The Transfer Station laptop, which was nine years old, has given up the ghost.  
Block5 tried to repair it but to no avail.  We’ve ordered a new one. 

 

7. School:  The Administration has been speaking with neighbors about the new electronic 
sign.  Comments I’ve heard have been generally positive; it’s not bright and relatively 

unobtrusive. 

 

8. Solar Working Group:  We are currently working on producing an RFP that meets the 
Town’s specs. 

 

9. Tax Deeded Property:  The former homeowner has received his deed and the home 

ownership has been updated in Avitar. 
 

10. Town Hall:  Air duct cleaning took place the week of August 28 and the ducts were 

reportedly “not as bad as expected after so many years”. 
 

11. Transfer Station:  Stacy was provided with the document giving her authority to sign 

for the $2,500 grant to assist with the cost of the contaminated oil removal.  As a result, 

we have remained at the top of the list.  Darrell has returned to brush pile burning. 

 



12. Wason Pond:  The Community Center was closed for a couple of days due to an issue 

with the water, but this has been repaired and it’s back in business.  Corinna 
accommodated the displaced groups elsewhere. 

 

13. Welfare:  No new requests for assistance right now. 


