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Charles F. Myette, Chairman, ’25  Steven M. Couture, Vice-Chairman, ‘24 
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PLEASE NOTE: To be added to the next agenda, please contact the Board of Selectmen’s office by phone, in-
person, or by email by 12pm Thursday prior to the next meeting.  Please include any applicable 
documentation at this time for the Board’s review.  Agenda items may be added or deleted without notice. 

 

SELECTBOARD MEETING AGENDA 

Date of Meeting: November 2nd, 2023 @ 6:00 PM – Meeting Room 

Broadcast on Channel 6  and streamed on Government (cablecast.tv) – click “Watch Now” 

 

I. PRELIMINARIES: 

 

1.1 6:00 PM Call the Meeting to Order 

1.2 Roll Call  

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 

1.4 Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 

1.5 Public Comment (10 minutes) 

 

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

2.1 Dogs at Spring Hill Farm  

2.2 UFB for Lane Road 

2.3 Converting Class VI portion of Dump Road to Class V 

 

III. APPOINTMENTS 

 

3.1 Ortins  

3.2 Scarecrows:  Historical Society 

 

IV. BUSINESS: 

 

4.1 Engineering RFP Opening 

4.2 Wage Matrix Review (COLA) 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

5.1 Minutes 10/5/23 & 10/19/23 

 

VI. SELECTMEN’S ITEMS: 

 

6.1 Chairman’s Announcements 

6.2 Roundtable  

6.3 TA Report 

mailto:ChesterBOS@gsinet.net
https://reflect-chesterctv-from-nh.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1
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6.4 Action Items  

6.5 Potential Non-Public Sessions 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT: 
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Town of Chester, New Hampshire 
 

REGULATIONS: DOGS AT SPRING HILL FARM 
 

SECTION I: AUTHORITY 

 

These Regulations have been enacted pursuant to the authority granted the Selectboard by 

RSA 41:11-a and RSA 31:39, and the Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee by RSA 35-B, 

which allow the Selectboard and Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee to adopt regulations 

for the use of Spring Hill Farm. 

 

SECTION II: PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of these Regulations is to supplement the Town’s 1980 adoption of RSA 466:30-

a and to provide for regulations pertaining to the presence of dogs at Spring Hill Farm and 

the responsibilities of their owners. 

 

SECTION III: LEASH REQUIREMENTS 

 

No person shall exercise or walk a dog on Spring Hill Farm property unless the dog is leashed 

with a leash, or similar item, of a length that ensures that the dog remains within sight and 

voice of its owner, and that is able to restrain the dog under the physical control of the person 

exercising or walking the dog. 

 

SECTION IV: EXCEPTIONS 

 

The following shall be exempt from the requirements of these Regulations: 

 

a)  A service dog that has been individually trained to provide assistance to an individual 

living with a disability. The tasks performed by the dog must be directly related to the 

person’s disability, and/or 

 

b)  A dog assisting law enforcement officers. 

 

SECTION V: ENFORCEMENT 

 

These Regulations are enforceable by the Animal Control Officer, and/or the Chester Police 

Department. 

 

SECTION VI: PENALTIES 

 

Any person who violates the provisions of these Regulations shall be guilty of a violation and 

shall be subject to the penalties as provided under New Hampshire law, including, but not 

limited to a fine not exceeding $1,000. See RSA 651.2. 
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SECTION VII: WAIVERS 

 

The Chester Selectboard and Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee jointly reserve the right, 

for cause shown, to make special exceptions and/or waive any portion of the Regulations. 

 

SECTION VIII: SEVERABILITY 

 

If any provision of these Regulations is held to be invalid, other provisions and sections shall 

not be affected, and to this end, the provisions and sections hereof are declared to be 

severable. 

 

SECTION IX: ADOPTION 

 

These Regulations shall take effect immediately upon adoption of the Selectboard and Spring 

Hill Farm Advisory Committee. 

 

 

Approved by the Selectboard this    day of      , 2023:  

 

 

SELECTBOARD, CHESTER, NH 

 

 

             

Chuck Myette, Chairman    Steven M. Couture, Vice-Chairman 

 

 

             

Stephen O. Landau, Selectman   Dana Theokas, Selectwoman 

 

 

      

Richard S. Trask, Selectman 

 

 

 

 

Approved by the Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee this   day of   

 , 2023. 
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SPRING HILL FARM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

 

             

Beth Sautter, Chair     Kim Rairdon, Member at Large 

 

 

             

Cindy LeBlanc, Agriculture    Mark Desiderio, Recreation 

 

 

             

Kristina Snyder, Conservation   Joe Biedrzycki, Member at Large 



 Town of Chester 
Selectboard 

84 Chester Street 
Chester, NH 03036 

Phone: (603) 887-3636 x114 
E-mail: ChesterBOS@ChesterNH.org 

 
Charles F. Myette, Chairman, ’25  Steven M. Couture, Vice-Chairman, ‘24 
Stephen O. Landau, ’24 Dana Theokas, ’26 Richard S. Trask, ‘26 

 
October 19th, 2023 
 
Commissioner Lindsey M. Stepp 
Department of Revenue Administration 
Governor Hugh Gallen State Of ice Park 
109 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
Dear Commissioner Stepp: 
 
The Town of Chester is requesting approval for an emergency over-expenditure under RSA 32:11, 
Paragraph II, in the amount of $203,937.40, to offset the costs expended for the emergency repair of 
a washed-out roadway occasioned by the upstream collapse of a beaver dam caused by this year’s 
excessive rainfall. 
 
As you are aware, this Spring and Summer’s unprecedented amount of rainfall has caused bridge and 
road collapses almost everywhere in New England, and Chester has been no exception.  At 
approximately 3:00am on the morning of Wednesday, July 26th, 2023, a beaver dam situated on Long 
Pond, which is on private property approximately one-quarter mile upstream of Lane Road, gave way 
and the resulting rush of water and debris destroyed a ~12’ – 15’ section of Lane Road, sending its 
existing 36” culvert and all of the associated road materials downstream and leaving a deep gully.   
 
As this collapsed roadway met the de inition of an insuf iciency per NH RSA 231:90, II (a):  It is not 
passable in any safe manner by those persons or vehicles permitted on such sidewalk or highway by state 
law or by any more stringent local ordinance or regulation, proper danger signals were immediately 
put in place and a plan was developed to repair the road with all reasonable dispatch.  The 
contractor’s work included, among other things, dewatering, removal of debris, replacement of 
culvert and headwalls, building and paving the road, the installation and leveling of the shoulder 
gravel, and the installation of guardrails on the downstream side.  Other necessary work included 
permits, potentially hazardous material removal, and inspection and engineering fees.  The road 
remained closed to through traf ic until repairs were complete on Friday, August 18th, 2023.   
 
We have identi ied two accounts from which $30,900 of the necessary funds can be drawn:   
 

Offsite Improvement Fees: $ 8,171 
Highway Impact Fees: $ 22,729 

 
This will leave a balance of  $173,037.40.  We are, therefore, requesting authorization to recover the 
excess costs of emergency expenditures for the necessary repair of Lane Road from the Unassigned 
Fund Balance in the amount of $173,038.  As of our FY22 audit, the Unassigned Fund Balance 
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contained approximately $2.5m.  Utilizing these funds would still leave our Fund Balance Retention 
percentage at over 11%, well within the DRA-recommended 5% - 17%.  No additional taxes will be 
raised, and there will be no impact to the Town’s tax rate.  
 
Your consideration is appreciated. 
 
Regards, 
 
TOWN OF CHESTER 
 
 
 
             
Charles F. Myette, Chair    Steven M. Couture, Vice-Chair 
 
 
 
             
Stephen O. Landau, Selectman    Dana Theokas, Selectwoman 
 
 
 

        
Richard S. Trask, Selectman 
 

 
 
Attachments: Emergency Expenditure Revenue Source Form 

Synopsis of work done 
Copies of Invoices 
Copy of Public Hearing Notice 

   



MS-4E

RSA 32:11 EMERGENCY EXPENDITURE REVENUE SOURCE FORM
(continued)

ACCT.# SOURCE OF REVENUE REVENUE FROM MS-4 UPDATED ESTIMATE

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES

3501 Sale of Municipal Property 52,000$                                           -$                                                 

3502 Interest on Investments 100,000$                                         75,000$                                           

3503-3509 Other 64,482$                                           62,382$                                           

INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS IN

3912 From Special Revenue Funds 38,000$                                           38,000$                                           

3913 From Capital Projects Funds -$                                                 1,033,900$                                      

3914 From Enterprise Funds -$                                                 -$                                                 

Sewer - (Offset) -$                                                 -$                                                 

Water - (Offset) -$                                                 -$                                                 

Electric - (Offset) -$                                                 -$                                                 

Airport - (Offset) -$                                                 -$                                                 

3915 From Capital Reserve Funds 1,033,900$                                      -$                                                 

3916 From Trust & Fiduciary Funds -$                                                 305,000$                                         

3917 From Conservation Funds -$                                                 -$                                                 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES

3934 Proc. from Long Term Bonds & Notes -$                                                 -$                                                 

Unreserved Fund Balance Used as Revenue -$                                                 -$                                                 

TOTAL REVENUE 3,169,181$                                      3,370,081$                                      

TOTAL INCREASE IN REVENUE

Total Voted Appropriations From Annual & Any Special Meeting(s):

Increase in Expenditures Requested Under RSA 32:11:

Unreserved Fund Balance = $ No Means No?
MBA?

Amount  previously used for tax rate or emergency = $ Hearing Date:

Remaining balance = $ Reviewed by: _________________________Date:_____________

5% amount = Approved by: _________________________Date:_____________

10% amount = Denied Because:

 MS-4E 
Rev. 03/14

Town: ________Chester, New Hampshire__________________  FY: ___23/24_____  Date:____13-OCT-23_____________                  

***FOR DRA USE ONLY***
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Vendor Date
Invoice 
Number

Work Performed Amount

Bolduc Tree Service 7/31/2023 2759
Removed fallen trees and washed 
out asphalt, concrete, and steel 
culvert from Lane Road washout

6,625.00$          

Gale Associates, Inc. 8/7/2023 2307267
Pre-repair Engineering work - site 
visits, permitting, plans, reports

3,880.00$          

Busby Construction Co, Inc. 9/12/2023 123-043-1
Lane Road culvert and roadwork 
repair after washout

183,920.00$     

Gale Associates, Inc. 9/13/2023 2308387 Site visits, field reports 512.40$              

Busby Construction Co., Inc. 9/28/2023 123-043-2 Guardrail installation 9,000.00$          

Total 203,937.40$   

Town of Chester, New Hampshire
Emergency Repair Costs from Lane Road Washout of July 26, 2023























 
 

Town of Chester 
Public Hearing Notice 

 
 

The Selectboard will be holding a Public Hearing in accordance with NH RSA 
32:11 Emergency Expenditures and Overexpenditures on Thursday, November 
2nd, 2023 at 6:00pm at the Chester Municipal Offices, 84 Chester Street, 
Chester, New Hampshire, in the Meeting Room (Room No. 4) for the purpose 
of requesting approval for an emergency over-expenditure of the 2023 
Operating Budget in the amount of $203,938.  These funds are for 
unanticipated expenses due to the washout of Lane Road in July 2023.  The 
source of the revenue would come from the unassigned fund balance which is 
currently $2,556,675. 

 
By 
Steven M. Couture, Vice-Chairman 
Chester Selectboard 
 
Posted:  October 20th, 2023 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
TOWN OF CHESTER, NH & REMI-SONS, INC. 

 
 
THIS AGREEMENT (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) is entered into this    
day of     , 2023 by and between the Town of Chester, New Hampshire, a 
municipal corporation with a mailing address of 84 Chester Street, Chester, NH 03036 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Town”) and Remi-Sons, Inc., a New Hampshire corporation 
with a mailing address of PO Box 178, Chester, NH  03036 (hereinafter referred to as “Remi-
Sons”), collectively referred to herein as the “Parties”. 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. Town Dump Road (hereinafter the “Road”) is a Town-owned public way of 
approximately 1.43 miles, approximately 0.22 miles of which is paved.  See 
Attachment A. 
 

B. The Town and Remi-Sons each have facilities situated approximately 1,100 feet into 
the unpaved portion of the Road – the Town a Salt Shed, and Remi-Sons a Composting 
Facility. 
 

C. Inclement weather often makes it difficult for the Town’s and Remi-Sons’ vehicles to 
traverse that 1,100 feet of unpaved road. 
 

D. Remi-Sons filed a petition with the Selectboard to change the status of the 1,100 foot 
section of the Road from a Class VI to a Class V road. 
 

E. If the Selectboard approves the petition to change the status, approximately 1,100 
feet of the Road, from the end of the current paved portion to just past the entrance 
to the Town’s Salt Shed, will be improved in order to allow for easier access to their 
facilities for both Parties and for the General Public. 
 

F. Now therefore, in consideration of the mutual premises contained herein, the Parties 
hereto agree as follows. 

 
ARTICLE I.  Premises 

 
1.1 Condition.  This Agreement is conditioned upon the Selectboard changing the status 

of the approximately 1,100 foot section of the Road from a Class VI to a Class V road. 
 

1.2 Description.  The Town grants the authority to Remi-Sons to perform work on the 
Road.  The Town agrees to pay for the materials for said work as stated in Attachment 
B, upon all of the terms and conditions as set forth in this Agreement.  

 
ARTICLE II.  Term 
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2.1  Term.  The Term of this Agreement shall commence after the Selectboard changes the 
status of the Road and terminates when Remi-Sons has completed its work on the Road to 
the Town’s satisfaction. 
 

ARTICLE III.  Use 
 
3.1 Status of Road.  The Road is currently a Class VI public way which all members of the 
Public and both parties may use for viatic purposes.  This Agreement does not change this 
status and is conditioned upon the Selectboard changing the Road status from a Class VI to a 
Class V road. 
 

ARTICLE IV.  Work to be Performed 
 
4.1  Details.   
 
Remi-Sons shall coordinate with Town’s Supervisor of Roads (hereinafter referred to as 
“Supervisor”) prior to any start of work and will continue to coordinate with him during the 
entire process. 
 
The road shall be built utilizing the Typical Roadway Section Detail and Pavement Tie-In 
Detail documents prepared by Gale Associates, Inc. and appended to the end of this 
Agreement as Attachment C. 
 
4.2  Manner of Work.  All alterations and/or improvements by Remi-Sons shall be performed 
in a good and workmanlike manner and in compliance with applicable codes and ordinances 
and all other provisions of law.  Remi-Sons shall obtain, at Town’s sole cost and expense, any 
permits required by any law, code, and regulation and shall have the right to make 
application for such permit in the name of the Town.  Remi-Sons warrants that any such 
alterations or improvements will not weaken or impair the property or substantially lessen 
its value. 
 

ARTICLE V.  Cost Sharing 
 
5.1  Town’s Obligations 
 
The Town shall pay the cost of all materials necessary to perform this work; see Attachment 
B. 
 
5.2  Remi-Sons’s Obligations 
 
Remi-Sons shall provide all equipment and labor necessary to prepare for paving by 
Continental Paving, Inc. at no cost to the Town. 
 

ARTICLE VI.  Insurance and Indemnification 
 
6.1 Insurance.  Remi-Sons shall, at its sole cost and expense, keep in force throughout all 
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Terms of this Agreement insurance policies and coverages of at least the kind and minimum 
amounts indicated in Attachment C including general liability insurance with contractual 
liability coverage applicable to the indemnification obligations in this Agreement to protect 
the Town and Remi-Sons and their authorized agents, representatives, employees and 
volunteers of and from any and all claims and demands, costs, damages, loss of service or 
consortium, expenses, compensation and attorneys’ fees, including but not limited to any and 
all claims for personal injury and/or death, workers’ compensation and property damages, 
including loss of personal property, which may in any way, either directly or indirectly, arise 
from or out of Remi-Sons’ work on or related to Remi-Sons’ work on the Road.  Such policies 
shall also provide that the Town is an additional insured.   
 
Remi-Sons shall provide to the Town Certificates of Coverage for all coverages no later than 
the effective date of the Agreement, which coverages shall include endorsements that 
coverage, whether in whole or in part, provided by the policies shall not be reduced or 
canceled without thirty (30) days advance written notice given to the Town, unless for 
cancellation for non-payment of premium or other event for which coverage may be 
terminated on 10 days’ notice to the policyholder, in which case no less than 10 days’ 
advance written notice shall be given to the Town. 

 
All contractors and subcontractors, as agents of Remi-Sons providing services to or on behalf 
of Remi-Sons at or on the Road, are subject to the same insurance requirements as Remi-
Sons. 
 
6.2 Notice.  Remi-Sons agrees to notify the Town in writing as soon as practicable of any 
claim, demand or action arising out of an occurrence for which coverage under a required 
insurance policy has been sought. 

6.3 Indemnification.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, Remi-Sons shall protect, 
indemnify, save, defend and hold harmless the Town, including its officials, agents, 
volunteers and employees (“Indemnified Parties”), from and against any and all liabilities, 
obligations, claims, damages, penalties, causes of action, costs, interest and expenses, 
including but not limited to reasonable attorneys’ fees, which Indemnified Parties may 
become obligated or suffer by reason of any accident, bodily injury, personal injury, death 
of person, economic injury or loss of or damage to property, arising indirectly or directly 
under, out of, in connection with, or as a result of this Agreement or the activities of Remi-
Sons or its agents, employees, contractors or subcontractors, and even if caused in part by 
any negligent act or omission of Indemnified parties. 
 
Remi-Sons’ obligation to indemnify as provided herein shall survive the termination or 
expiration of this Agreement and said obligation of indemnification shall not be limited or 
diminished by the presence or absence of insurance required hereunder, or otherwise. 
 

ARTICLE VII.  Default and Termination 
 
7.1 Default.  The occurrence of any of the following shall constitute a default by either party: 
 



 
 

4 

A. Abandonment of the Road paving project; 
 

B. Failure to make any payment due hereunder; or 
 

C. A breach of or the failure to perform any other provision of this Agreement, whether 
it be a condition or a covenant, if the breach or the failure to perform is not cured 
within thirty (30) days after written notice has been given to either party.  If the 
default cannot reasonably be cured within thirty (30) days, the offending party shall 
not be in default of this Agreement, if they commence to cure the default within the 
thirty (30) day period and diligently and in good faith continues to cure the default 
until such default is cured. 

 
7.2 Remedies.  In the event of default by either party, the remedy shall be notice and, upon 
failure to cure, termination of the Agreement.  No remedy herein or otherwise conferred 
upon or reserved to either Party shall be considered to exclude or suspend any other remedy 
but the same shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to every other remedy given 
hereunder, or now or hereafter existing at law or in equity or by statute, and every power 
and remedy given by this Agreement may be exercised from time to time and so often as 
occasion may arise or as may be deemed expedient. 
 
7.3 Termination/Surrender.  In the event either Party fails to cure a default and/or the 
Parties elect not to pursue dispute resolution proceedings, the Agreement shall terminate 
without further notice.  Within no more than ten (10) days after the effective date of 
termination of this Agreement, by default, lapse of time or otherwise, Remi-Sons shall return 
the Road in as good condition as when Remi-Sons took possession, including all Remi-Sons’ 
improvements and alterations, reasonable wear and use excepted, failing which the Town 
may restore the Road to such condition and Remi-Sons shall pay the reasonable cost thereof, 
which obligation shall survive the expiration or other termination of this Agreement. 
 

ARTICLE XIII. Dispute Resolution. 
 
8.1 Dispute Resolution.  Any controversy arising out of or relating to this Agreement may be 
settled first by voluntary non-binding mediation, and in the event mediation is unsuccessful, by 
voluntary binding arbitration or by legal proceedings in a New Hampshire court of competent 
jurisdiction.  The place of arbitration shall be in Chester, New Hampshire.  
 

ARTICLE IX.  Notice 
 
9.1.  Any and all notices, demands, or communications required to be given hereunder shall 
be in writing and sent by first class mail, or hand-delivered, with an additional copy by e-
mail as follows: 
 

To Remi-Sons: 
Jonathan Remillard 
Remi-Sons, Inc. 
PO Box 178 

To the Town: 
Selectboard 
Chester Town Hall 
84 Chester Street 
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Chester, NH  03036 
jremisons3@gmail.com  

Chester, NH 03636 
BOS@ChesterNH.org 

 
Either party may notify the other party of changes in names and addresses. 
 

ARTICLE X.  Miscellaneous 
 
10.1 Binding Effect.  Except as otherwise provided herein, all of the covenants, agreements, 
obligations, conditions and undertakings herein contained shall extend to, inure to the 
benefit of, and be binding upon the legal representatives, successors and assigns of the Town 
and Remi-Sons, the same as if they were in every case specifically named. 
 
10.2 Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New 
Hampshire. 
 
10.3 Singular and Plural.  Whenever reasonably required by the context of this Agreement, 
the singular shall include the plural. 
 
10.4 Severability.  The unenforceability, invalidity, or illegality of any provision shall not 
render the other provisions unenforceable, invalid, or illegal. 
 
10.5 Representations and Warranties; Authorization.  Remi-Sons represents and warrants 
to the Town that (i) Remi-Sons is a legal entity duly organized, validly existing and in good 
standing under the laws of the State of New Hampshire; (ii) all corporate action necessary to 
authorize the execution of this Agreement has been taken by Remi-Sons’ ownership or 
equivalent; and (iii) the party executing and delivering this Agreement on behalf of Remi-
Sons has been authorized to do so, and such execution and delivery shall bind Remi-Sons.  
Remi-Sons, at the Town’s request, shall provide the Town with evidence of the foregoing 
authority. 
 
The Town represents and warrants to Remi-Sons that (i) the Town is a New Hampshire 
municipal corporation, duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws 
of the State of New Hampshire; (ii) the persons who on behalf of the Town are executing this 
agreement are duly authorized to so bind the Town; and (iii) the Town, at Remi-Sons’s 
request, shall provide Remi-Sons with evidence of such authority. 
 
10.6 Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, with electronic 
signatures, and a .pdf or other electronic copy of a signature page shall be considered the 
same as an original. 
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Dated this            day of                       , 2023. 
 

TOWN OF CHESTER 
 
                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Charles F. Myette 

Chairman, Selectboard 
 

 
                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Steven M. Couture 

Vice-Chairman, Selectboard 
 
 

                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Stephen O. Landau 

Selectman 
 
 

                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Dana Theokas 

Selectwoman 
 
 

                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Richard S. Trask 

Selectman 
 

 
 
Remi-Sons, INC. 

 
                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Jonathan Remillard 

Treasurer 
 

 
                                                 By:                                                  
Witness       Bryan Remillard 

President 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                      , 2023, personally appeared the above-named 
CHARLES F. MYETTE, who acknowledged himself to be SELECTBOARD CHAIRMAN, a duly 
authorized representative of the Town of Chester, and affirmed that he executed the 
foregoing instrument for the purposes therein contained on behalf of the Town of Chester. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-
named STEVEN M. COUTURE, who acknowledged himself to be SELECTBOARD VICE-
CHAIRMAN, a duly authorized representative of the Town of Chester, and affirmed that he 
executed the foregoing instrument for the purposes therein contained on behalf of the Town 
of Chester. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-named 
STEPHEN O, LANDAU, who acknowledged himself to be SELECTMAN, a duly authorized 
representative of the Town of Chester, and affirmed that he executed the foregoing 
instrument for the purposes therein contained on behalf of the Town of Chester. 
 

Before me, 
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Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-
named DANA THEOKAS, who acknowledged herself to be SELECTWOMAN, a duly authorized 
representative of the Town of Chester, and affirmed that she executed the foregoing 
instrument for the purposes therein contained on behalf of the Town of Chester. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-
named RICHARD S. TRASK, who acknowledged himself to be SELECTMAN, a duly authorized 
representative of the Town of Chester, and affirmed that he executed the foregoing 
instrument for the purposes therein contained on behalf of the Town of Chester. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
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On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-named 
JONATHAN REMILLARD, who acknowledged himself to be Treasurer and a duly authorized 
representative of Remi-Sons, Inc., and affirmed that he executed the foregoing instrument 
for the purposes therein contained on behalf of Remi-Sons, Inc. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public/Justice of the Peace 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, SS 
 
On this the            day of                       , 2023, personally appeared the above-named BRYAN 
K. REMILLARD, who acknowledged himself to be President and a duly authorized 
representative of Remi-Sons, Inc., and affirmed that he executed the foregoing instrument 
for the purposes therein contained on behalf of Remi-Sons, Inc.. 
 

Before me, 
 
 
                                                        
Notary Public/Justice of the Peace 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 
 

 



     

                  

CELEBRATING THE ANNUAL SCARECROW FESTIVITIES OF THE 

CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2023 

I rise today in recognition of the Chester Historical Society’s annual scarecrow celebration in Chester, 

New Hampshire. Each year, as the weather cools and the leaves fall, hundreds of new faces appear in the 

town of Chester as residents decorate scarecrows in support of the Chester Historical Society. These 

stylized scarecrows represent everything from pop culture icons to historical figures and local heroes, but 

together they tell the story of a small town celebrating community and a beloved tradition.  

From scarecrows depicting Paul Revere on horseback to a Star Trek-inspired Taylor Swift, each 

scarecrow is a unique expression of the creativity of Chester residents. For 14 years, this celebration has 

served as an opportunity for residents to showcase their artistic skills with money raised from the sale of 

scarecrow kits supporting the efforts by the Historical Society to promote the history of the town and 

continuous education about local culture. Along Routes 102 and 121, hundreds of scarecrows line the 

street demonstrating that the Chester Historical Society succeeds in spreading history and happiness 

across town.  

On behalf of my constituents in New Hampshire’s First Congressional District, I want to congratulate the 

Chester Historical Society for preserving this cherished tradition and to commend them on the work they 

have done to educate town residents on local culture. I look forward to a continued partnership with the 

town of Chester, and I cannot wait to see the creativity displayed in this year’s crop of scarecrows. 

 

_______________________ 

   Chris Pappas  

   Member of Congress 
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fy 2023/2024

Steps +2%

Grade +10% 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Labor Grade 01 7.70 8.28 8.44 8.61 8.78 8.96 9.14 9.32 9.51 9.70 9.89 10.09 10.28 10.50 10.71 10.92 11.14 11.36 11.59 11.82 12.05

Labor Grade 02 8.47 9.11 9.29 9.48 9.66 9.85 10.05 10.25 10.46 10.67 10.88 11.11 11.33 11.56 11.79 12.02 12.26 12.50 12.76 13.01 13.27

Labor Grade 03 9.32 10.02 10.22 10.42 10.63 10.84 11.06 11.28 11.50 11.74 11.97 12.21 12.45 12.70 12.96 13.22 13.48 13.76 14.03 14.31 14.60

Labor Grade 04 10.25 11.02 11.24 11.46 11.69 11.93 12.17 12.41 12.66 12.91 13.18 13.44 13.71 13.99 14.27 14.55 14.85 15.14 15.45 15.75 16.07

Labor Grade 05 11.27 12.13 12.37 12.62 12.87 13.12 13.39 13.65 13.92 14.20 14.48 14.78 15.07 15.37 15.68 16.00 16.31 16.64 16.97 17.31 17.66

Labor Grade 06 12.40 13.33 13.60 13.87 14.14 14.43 14.71 15.01 15.31 15.62 15.93 16.25 16.57 16.91 17.25 17.59 17.94 18.30 18.67 19.05 19.42

Labor Grade 07 13.64 14.67 14.96 15.26 15.56 15.88 16.20 16.52 16.85 17.18 17.53 17.88 18.24 18.60 18.97 19.35 19.74 20.14 20.54 20.95 21.37

Labor Grade 08 15.00 16.14 16.47 16.79 17.13 17.48 17.83 18.18 18.55 18.92 19.30 19.69 20.08 20.48 20.89 21.31 21.74 22.17 22.61 23.06 23.52

Labor Grade 09 16.50 17.76 18.12 18.48 18.85 19.22 19.61 20.00 20.40 20.81 21.23 21.65 22.08 22.53 22.98 23.44 23.91 24.39 24.87 25.37 25.87

Labor Grade 10 18.15 19.54 19.93 20.33 20.74 21.15 21.57 22.00 22.44 22.89 23.36 23.82 24.29 24.78 25.27 25.78 26.29 26.82 27.35 27.90 28.46

Labor Grade 11 19.97 21.50 21.93 22.37 22.82 23.27 23.74 24.21 24.69 25.19 25.69 26.21 26.73 27.27 27.82 28.37 28.94 29.52 30.11 30.71 31.32

Labor Grade 12 21.97 23.64 24.11 24.60 25.09 25.60 26.11 26.64 27.17 27.72 28.28 28.85 29.42 30.01 30.61 31.22 31.84 32.48 33.14 33.80 34.47

Labor Grade 13 24.17 26.01 26.52 27.05 27.58 28.13 28.70 29.28 29.87 30.47 31.08 31.70 32.33 32.97 33.63 34.30 34.99 35.69 36.41 37.13 37.88

Labor Grade 14 26.59 28.60 29.17 29.75 30.35 30.96 31.58 32.21 32.85 33.50 34.18 34.86 35.56 36.27 37.00 37.73 38.49 39.26 40.05 40.85 41.67

Labor Grade 15 29.25 31.46 32.10 32.74 33.39 34.06 34.75 35.44 36.14 36.87 37.61 38.36 39.13 39.91 40.71 41.52 42.35 43.20 44.06 44.95 45.84

Labor Grade 16 32.18 34.61 35.30 36.01 36.72 37.46 38.21 38.97 39.75 40.55 41.36 42.19 43.03 43.90 44.77 45.66 46.58 47.51 48.46 49.43 50.42

Labor Grade 17 35.40 38.07 38.83 39.60 40.39 41.20 42.02 42.86 43.73 44.60 45.49 46.41 47.33 48.28 49.25 50.24 51.25 52.27 53.31 54.37 55.45

Labor Grade 18 38.94 41.88 42.72 43.57 44.44 45.34 46.24 47.17 48.11 49.08 50.06 51.06 52.08 53.12 54.18 55.26 56.37 57.49 58.64 59.82 61.02

Labor Grade 19 42.83 46.06 46.99 47.92 48.88 49.86 50.86 51.88 52.92 53.98 55.06 56.17 57.29 58.44 59.61 60.79 62.01 63.26 64.52 65.81 67.13

Labor Grade 20 47.11 50.67 51.68 52.71 53.76 54.83 55.93 57.04 58.18 59.34 60.53 61.74 62.97 64.23 65.52 66.83 68.17 69.53 70.92 72.34 73.79

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

2.00% step 2.00%  steps 11-20

10.00% grade

3.00% CPI '23

TOWN OF CHESTER

 Wage Matrix

STEPS
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Town of Chester 1 
Selectboard’s Meeting  2 

Thursday, October 5, 2023 3 
Municipal Complex 4 

Draft Minutes 5 
 6 

I.  Preliminaries 7 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 9 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 11 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 13 
Solar Working Group RFP 14 

Stevens Hall Chairs: Karl Knudsen 15 
Review Property Repurchase Procedure 16 

Acceptance of Gift to Conservation Commission  17 
Consent Agenda  18 

Chairman’s Announcements 19 
Roundtable 20 
TA Report  21 

Action Items  22 
Potential Non-Public Sessions 23 

Adjournment 24 
 25 
1.1 Call to Order 26 

 27 
Chairman Myette called the meeting of the Chester Selectboard to order at 6:00pm. 28 
 29 
1.2 Roll Call 30 
 31 
Selectboard Present: 32 

 33 
Chuck Myette  34 
Steve Couture  35 
Dick Trask  36 
Dana Theokas  37 
Stephen Landau (via Zoom)  38 
 39 
Town Administrator Debra Doda  40 
 41 
Members of the Public Present at various times: 42 
  43 
Jon Baker  44 
Ted Broadwater, Solar Working Group Member 45 
Victor Chouinard, Conservation Commission Member  46 
Patrick Connelly, Solar Working Group Member  47 
Karl Knudsen 48 
Darrell Quinn 49 
 50 
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and other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary. 51 
 52 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 53 
 54 
Chairman Myette led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 55 
 56 
1.4 Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 57 
 58 
Chairman Myette added Department Plans and an Intent to Cut to the agenda.  59 
 60 
Public Comment 61 
 62 
Chairman Myette opened the meeting to public comment at 6:02pm. 63 
 64 
As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 6:03pm. 65 
 66 
II.  Appointments  67 

 68 
2.1 Solar Working Group RFP   69 
 70 
Vice Chairman Couture thanked the group for working diligently and identifying three properties in 71 
Town for a solar array. The RFP the working group worked on is much better than the last one that 72 
was sent out.  73 
 74 
Mr. Connelly mentioned the group looked at properties that create the most revenue for the town. 75 
Chairman Myette mentioned some of the downfalls from the last Town Meeting. Mr. Connelly advised 76 
the group will be addressing the residents’ concerns when they interview the different companies.  77 
 78 
The school roof is not part of this RFP because they are looking at replacing their roof. Once that is 79 
done solar may be an option for the school.  80 
 81 
Selectman Trask asked how much of the Salt Shed property would be needed for a solar array. Mr. 82 
Broadwater advised two acres would be clear cut for the project. Selectman Trask is worried about 83 
the environmental impact of cutting trees.  84 
 85 
Selectman Landau feels a closer look at other properties in town is needed. Mr. Broadwater 86 
mentioned the group had multiple companies look at all the town owned properties and give their 87 
assessment for each parcel.  88 
 89 
One item will be added to the RFP for the companies to explain how the proposed contract will affect 90 

current and future third-party electricity supply agreements. 91 

 92 
Selectwoman Theokas motioned to release the RFP as amended. Vice Chairman Couture 93 
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– abstained, Theokas – aye, 94 
Couture – aye, Landau – abstained. With three in favor, the motion passed with Landau and 95 
Trask abstaining. 96 
 97 
2.2 Stevens Hall Chairs: Karl Knudsen 98 
 99 
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Mr. Knudsen and Mr. Baker presented a picture of the chairs the Christ Covenant Church would like 100 
to donate for use in the 2nd floor auditorium at Stevens Hall. The church meets at Stevens Hall every 101 
Sunday and the chairs from the last donation are showing their wear. The new chairs have better 102 
rubber footings so the floors will not be damaged.  103 
 104 
Vice Chairman Couture motioned to accept the donation of chairs for Stevens Hall in the amount 105 
of $5,500.00. Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, 106 
Trask– aye, Theokas – aye, Couture – aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 107 
 108 
III. New Business 109 
 110 
3.1 Review Property Repurchase Procedure (moved to later in the meeting)  111 
 112 
3.2 Acceptance of Gift to Conservation Commission (moved from later in the meeting)  113 
 114 
Mr. Chouinard is asking for the Board to accept a cash gift in the amount of $46,500.00 for an 115 
ecological study in the North Woods. The donor who is working with Mr. Chouinard would like to 116 
remain anonymous. The Conservation Commission has agreed to accept the gift.   $20,000 has been 117 
received thus far with the remaining $26,500 to be transferred at a later date. 118 
 119 
Selectman Trask inquired if all the properties are under conservation easement. Mr. Chouinard 120 
answered yes, all the properties in the North Woods are under conservation easements.  121 
 122 
Vice Chairman Couture motioned to accept the donation of $46,500.00 for the Natural Resource 123 
Inventory in the North Woods. Selectwoman Theokas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 124 
taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas – aye, Couture – aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the 125 
motion passed. 126 
 127 
3.1 Review Property Repurchase Procedure (moved from earlier in the meeting)  128 
 129 
Chairman Myette mentioned this document was already sent to the Town Counsel for review. Town 130 
Administrator Doda mentioned Town Counsel did make some minor changes to some of the wording 131 
on the document.  132 
 133 
Selectman Trask motioned to accept the Property Repurchase Procedure. Vice Chairman 134 
Couture seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas – aye, 135 
Couture – aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 136 
 137 
3.2 Acceptance of Gift to Conservation Commission (moved to earlier in the meeting) 138 
 139 
3.3 Department Plans    140 
 141 
Chairman Myette mentioned the department heads are working on department plans. This will help 142 
the Board understand where the departments are and where they are going. Things for department 143 
heads to think about are leadership, organization, and CIP. Departments are thinking three to five 144 
years out for the plans. Fire, Highway, Maintenance, and Police will have more information than some 145 
of the other departments.  146 
 147 
Vice Chairman Couture mentioned the Board has seen the Police Department plan and it is very 148 
impressive. Chief Berube was very detailed, and the information provided is valuable for the budget. 149 
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 150 
Town Administrator Doda mentioned all but one plan has been received and everyone is utilizing the 151 
same template. They should be ready for the Selectboard meeting of October 19th.  152 
 153 
Selectwoman Theokas mentioned the department heads have put a lot of thought into the plans.   154 
 155 
IV Consent Agenda  156 
 157 
4.1 Abatements 158 
 159 
4.2 Minutes September 7, 2023 & September 21, 2023 160 
 161 
4.3 Intent to Cut 162 
 163 
Vice Chairman Couture motioned to approve the consent agenda. Selectman Trask seconded the 164 
motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –abstained, Couture –aye, 165 
Landau – abstained. With three in favor, the motion passed with Theokas and Landau 166 
abstaining. 167 
 168 
V.  Selectmen’s Business 169 
 170 
5.1 Chairman’s Announcements  171 
 172 
Chairman Myette announced the following meetings: 173 
               174 
Tuesday October 10, 2023  Conservation Commission Meeting at 6:00pm  175 
 176 
Wednesday October 11, 2023  Planning Board Meeting at 7:00pm  177 
 178 
Monday October 16, 2023  Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee Meeting at 7:00pm 179 
 180 
Tuesday October 17, 2023  ZBA Meeting at 7:00pm  181 
 182 
Thursday October 19, 2023  Selectboard Meeting at 6:00pm  183 
 184 
Chairman Myette announced the following events: 185 
 186 
Friday October 6, 2023 LAST day to Register to vote or change your party affiliation 187 

before Primary Elections. Room #6 from 7pm to 8p. If you're 188 
registered as an Independent, you can choose your ballot 189 
during the Primary - you don't have to register as another 190 
party now 191 

 192 
Saturday October 7, 2023 Blood Drive at the Fire Department from 9-2. Appointments 193 

are needed. Sign up online. 194 
 195 
Monday October 9, 2023   Town Offices will be closed in observance of Columbus Day  196 
 197 
Saturday October 21, 2023  Household Hazardous Waste day in Atkinson 198 
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Selectman Trask asked why Household Hazardous Waste Day is being held in Atkinson. Town 199 
Administrator Doda explained that in the spring it is always held in Plaistow, and the other towns 200 
rotate in the fall. The Towns participating are Atkinson, Chester, Danville, Hampstead, Kingston, and 201 
Plaistow. 202 
 203 
5.2 Roundtable  204 
 205 
Selectman Landau asked if he should purchase candy for Halloween. Usually, a member of the 206 
Selectboard will sit in front of the municipal building and pass out candy and open the MPR for people 207 
to utilize the restrooms.  208 
 209 
Selectman Trask motioned to approve the expenditure of up to $200.00 for Halloween candy. 210 
Vice Chairman Couture seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, 211 
Theokas –nay, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed. 212 
 213 
Selectman Trask attended the Fall Fest at Spring Hill Farm. He mentioned there were hundreds of 214 
people and he was really impressed. Chairman Myette thanked everyone on behalf of the committee.  215 
 216 
Selectwoman Theokas mentioned there was a strong volunteer support for the event. Chairman 217 
Myette is hopeful that the house will be open for next year’s event.  218 
 219 
Selectwoman Theokas mentioned Block 5 changed the phone tree for the municipal building.  220 
 221 
Vice Chairman Couture 222 
Nothing to report. 223 
 224 
Chairman Myette mentioned the Conservation Commission will be doing some clean up at Wason 225 
Pond.  226 
 227 
Chairman Myette inquired about the grant for the Wason Pond bridge. Town Administrator Doda 228 
mentioned there are no updates on the grant. The grant is a 50% matching reimbursement grant, and 229 
a warrant article will be needed.  230 
 231 
5.3 Town Administrator’s Report 232 
 233 
Town Administrator Doda mentioned with everyone driving around looking at scarecrows, the 234 
Historical Society is paying for a porta potty near the shed by Stevens Hall.   235 
 236 
A donation needs to be accepted from the Rand family on behalf of the Fire Association, and it is 237 
unknown the market value of the donation currently.  The Trustees of the Trust Funds will be 238 
managing these funds, once received. 239 
 240 
Selectman Trask motioned to approve accept the donation from the Rand Trust at the current 241 
market value. Vice Chairman Couture seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – 242 
aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 243 
 244 
Fremont Bridge is open. The repairs were done in six weeks.  245 
 246 
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There is a lease agreement that needs to be signed for the Highway Department to rent a tractor. 247 
They have purchased the mower for the sides of the roads and need a suitable tractor to attach it to. 248 
The rental agreement has been approved by Town Counsel.  249 
 250 
Selectman Trask motioned to allow Chairman Myette and Mr. Piper, Supervisor of the Roads, to 251 
sign the tractor lease agreement. Selectman Landau seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 252 
taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the 253 
motion passed. 254 
 255 
5.4 Action Items  256 
None  257 
 258 
5.5 Non-Public Session(s) 259 
 260 
Chairman Myette announced non-public sessions on Legal.  261 
 262 
Selectman Trask motioned to go into non-public session pursuant to 91-A:3(II) (c) reputation 263 
and (e) pending litigation.  Vice Chairman Couture seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 264 
taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the 265 
motion passed. 266 
 267 
The meeting was closed to the public at 7:45 PM. 268 
 269 
Vice Chairman Couture motioned to come out of non-public session. Selectman Trask seconded 270 
the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, 271 
Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 272 
 273 
The meeting was reopened to the public at 7:56 PM. 274 
 275 
Vice Chairman Couture motioned to seal the minutes of the non-public sessions, on Reputation 276 
and Pending Litigation. Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette 277 
– aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 278 
 279 
VI.  Adjournment 280 
 281 
Selectman Trask moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chairman Couture seconded the motion. A 282 
roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With 283 
all in favor, the motion passed. 284 
 285 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 286 

 287 
Respectfully submitted, 288 

 289 
Janis A. Jalbert  290 
Recording Secretary  291 
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Town of Chester 1 
Selectboard’s Meeting  2 

Thursday, October 19, 2023 3 
Municipal Complex 4 

Draft Minutes 5 
 6 

I.  Preliminaries 7 
 8 

Call the Meeting to Order 9 
Roll Call 10 

Pledge of Allegiance 11 
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 12 

Public Comment (10 minutes) 13 
Rockingham Tower Update  14 
Wason Pond Wrangler 2024 15 
Highway Department Update  16 

Town Clerk/ Tax Collector Clerk Candidate  17 
Lane Road Repairs Funding  18 
Transfer Station Plow Bids  19 

Consent Agenda  20 
Chairman’s Announcements 21 

Roundtable 22 
TA Report  23 

Action Items  24 
Potential Non-Public Sessions 25 

Adjournment 26 
 27 
1.1 Call to Order 28 

 29 
Vice Chairman Couture called the meeting of the Chester Selectboard to order at 6:00pm. 30 
 31 
1.2 Roll Call 32 
 33 
Selectboard Present: 34 

 35 
Steven M. Couture 36 
Richard S. Trask  37 
Dana Theokas  38 
Stephen O. Landau  39 
 40 
Selectboard Absent: 41 
 42 
Charles F. Myette 43 
 44 
Town Administrator Debra H. Doda  45 
 46 
Members of the Public Present at various times: 47 
 48 
Justine Celentano, Town Clerk / Tax Collector  49 
Jessica Hatch  50 
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Melanie Parker  51 
James Piper, Supervisor of Roads  52 
Andrew Wickson 53 
 54 
and other persons unknown to the Recording Secretary. 55 
 56 
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 57 
 58 
Vice Chairman Couture led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 59 
 60 
1.4 Chairman’s Additions or Deletions 61 
 62 
Vice Chairman Couture deleted 2.3 Dogs at Spring Hill Farm and Dump Road Discussion and added 63 
2.5 Meet the TC/TX Clerk candidate and 3.2 Transfer Station bids.   64 
 65 
Public Comment 66 
 67 
Vice Chairman Couture opened the meeting to public comment at 6:02pm. 68 
 69 
As no Members of the Public wished to be heard, Public Comment was closed at 6:03pm. 70 
 71 
II.  Appointments  72 

 73 
2.1 Rockingham Tower Update   74 
 75 
Town Administrator Doda pointed out Chief Berube (not present) came to the Board on August 17th 76 
to discuss radio coverage in Chester Academy. The updates with the tower in Candia are still in 77 
process and will hopefully be done by early November. A motion was made at the August meeting 78 
to allow Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department sixty (60) days to complete the upgrade in 79 
Candia. After sixty (60) days, the Chief was authorized to move forward with a proposal of 80 
$2,370.00 for engineering services at Chester Academy.  TA Doda stated that it would be fiscally 81 
imprudent to expend the funds now as the upgrades were incomplete. 82 
 83 
Selectman Landau stated that he had made the motion because he was concerned with the safety of 84 
the children. With the new information Selectman Landau is willing to amend the motion.  85 
 86 
Selectman Landau motioned to allow Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department an extension of 87 
sixty (60) days to complete the upgrade in Candia. Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll 88 
call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With 89 
four in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 90 
 91 
Selectwoman Theokas pointed out in the email from Chief Berube that service has already improved.  92 
 93 
2.2 Wason Pond Wrangler 2024 94 
 95 
Ms. Hatch announced they survived the first annual Wason Pond Wrangler and are looking for the 96 
Board’s blessing and support for the Wason Pond Wrangler in 2024.   97 
 98 
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A slide show was shown that highlighted the statistics, the recipients of the $14K raised for charity, 99 
sponsors, and town partners from 2023. Ms. Hatch mentioned what is in store for the next 100 
wrangler.  101 
 102 
Ms. Hatch will be going to a meeting with the Wason Pond Commission to ask for approval to keep 103 
the barn for storage.   104 
 105 
Selectman Trask motioned to allow the Wason Pond Wrangler to hold the event on May 11th, 106 
2024, and to continue to utilize the barn for storage subject to Wason Pond Commission 107 
approval. Selectman Landau seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, 108 
Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed 109 
with Myette absent. 110 
 111 
Vice Chairman Couture thanked Ms. Hatch and Mr. Wickson for continuing the annual event.  112 
 113 
2.3 Dogs at Spring Hill Farm (deleted from the meeting)   114 
 115 
2.4 Highway Department Update   116 
 117 
SOR Piper mentioned the hooped building has been installed. Town Administrator Doda will let 118 
Finance Officer Duffy (not present) know so it can be insured.  119 
 120 
SOR Piper updated the Board on the new truck that will hopefully be delivered before 121 
Thanksgiving.  122 
 123 
The Fremont Road Bridge deck was completed and because of some issues that arose once it was 124 
opened up, it went over budget.  125 
 126 
SOR Piper pointed out roadside mowing was delayed. The rental mower was in an accident while in 127 
use by another customer, and was unavailable. The Highway Department has purchased a roadside 128 
mower, and the town has contracted with a local farmer to utilize their tractor.  129 
 130 
At the end of the month, Busby will be in town grading the dirt roads.  131 
 132 
2.5 Town Clerk/ Tax Collector Clerk Candidate  133 
 134 
Vice Chairman Couture thanked Ms. Parker for coming in to meet the Board. 135 
 136 
Ms. Parker stated she saw the ad and the job interested her. She has helped with her husband’s 137 
business and now that it has slowed, she has time on her hands to pursue something outside of her 138 
home.  139 
 140 
Selectman Landau pointed out Ms. Parker cannot run for the Town Clerk/Tax Collector position as 141 
she is not a resident in town. Although there is not a contract for the position, there is an extensive 142 
amount of Town-paid training, and Selectman Landau inquired if she would be willing to stay for a 143 
couple of years. Ms. Parker understands and is willing to give the town two years.  144 
 145 
Selectwoman Theokas questioned how she would adapt to working for someone vs working for 146 
herself. Ms. Parker has worked for other companies in the past.  147 
 148 
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Selectman Landau mentioned the Town Clerk’s office has confidential information and there are 149 
concerns with information getting out. Ms. Celentano mentioned there is a training module that will 150 
cover this.  151 
 152 
Selectwoman Theokas motioned to go into non-public session pursuant to 91-A:3(II) (b) 153 
employment.  Selectman Landau seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, 154 
Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed 155 
with Myette absent. 156 
 157 
The meeting was closed to the public at 6:48 PM. 158 
 159 
Selectman Landau motioned to come out of non-public session. Selectman Trask seconded the 160 
motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, 161 
Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 162 
 163 
The meeting was reopened to the public at 7:03 PM. 164 
 165 
III. New Business 166 
 167 
3.1 Lane Road Repairs Funding  168 
 169 
Town Administrator Doda presented the documents for the Lane Road expenditures. She feels it 170 
may be too early for DRA to approve use of the Unassigned Fund Balance. Selectman Trask feels this 171 
letter is putting them on notice that we may overspend our budget and there might need to be a 172 
freeze at the end of the fiscal year. If it is denied now, it can always be resubmitted.  173 
 174 
Selectwoman Theokas motioned to move forward with a public hearing on November 2nd, 2023, 175 
for the Lane Road emergency expenditures. Selectman Landau seconded the motion.  A roll call 176 
vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four 177 
in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 178 
 179 
Selectman Trask inquired if a public hearing for Dump Road and Dogs at Spring Hill Farm should be 180 
held on November 2nd as well. It was decided to hold all three at the November 2nd Selectboard 181 
meeting.  182 
 183 
3.2 Transfer Station Plow Bids  184 
 185 
Vice Chairman Couture presented the one bid for the plowing at the Transfer Station. Selectman 186 
Trask inquired if it should be open longer for more bids to come in.  The bid is $442.00 over the 187 
budgeted amount.  188 
 189 
Selectwoman Theokas motioned to accept the bid of $7,700.00 for the snow plowing at the 190 
Transfer Station. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture 191 
–aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 192 
 193 
IV Consent Agenda  194 
 195 
4.1 Intent to Cut  196 
 197 
4.2 Current Use Penalties and Warrant  198 
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 199 
Selectman Trask motioned to approve the consent agenda. Selectwoman Theokas seconded the 200 
motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, 201 
Landau – abstained. With three in favor, the motion passed with Landau abstaining and Myette 202 
absent. 203 
 204 
V.  Selectmen’s Business 205 
 206 
5.1 Chairman’s Announcements  207 
 208 
Vice Chairman Couture announced the following meetings: 209 
               210 
Wednesday October 25, 2023  Planning Board Meeting at 7:00pm  211 
 212 
Wednesday November 1, 2023 Planning Board Meeting at 7:00pm  213 
     School Board Meeting 6:00pm  214 
 215 
Thursday November 2, 2023  Selectboard Meeting at 6:00pm 216 
 217 
Vice Chairman Couture announced the following events: 218 
 219 
Saturday October 21, 2023 Household Hazardous Waste day in Atkinson from 9am to 220 

12pm. It will be located at Woodlock Park across from the 221 
tennis courts (where the Brush & Recycling Center is located). 222 

 223 
Saturday October 28, 2023 Drug Take Back Day from 10am to 2pm at the Transfer 224 

Station. 225 
 226 
Selectman Landau asked for the agenda items on the Planning Board’s meetings to be mentioned 227 
during the announcements. It was mentioned that the Planning Board’s agenda may not be available 228 
in time for the Selectboard meetings.  229 
 230 
Selectwoman Theokas mentioned the playoff brackets have been released for Chester Academy 231 
soccer. The Boys soccer round 1 playoff game is at Derryfield tomorrow at 3:30pm and the girls 232 
quarter finals will be on Monday October 23rd at 3:30pm at Chester Academy.  233 
 234 
5.2 Roundtable  235 
 236 
Selectwoman Theokas mentioned the Conservation Commission was recognized for their work in 237 
town by the NH Cooperative Extension.  238 
 239 
Selectman Landau suggested selling the charger and batteries for the old scrubber now that the new 240 
one is in. With the donation of new chairs at Stevens Hall, perhaps there is another building that might 241 
be able to utilize the old chairs. Selectman Trask suggested asking some of the nonprofits in town if 242 
they want them.  243 
 244 
Selectman Landau has been discussing crushing systems for cans and glass at the Transfer Station 245 
with Maintenance Director Cavanaugh (not present). Without crushing cans, we are mainly shipping 246 
air and the tipping fees are expensive. Vice Chairman Couture suggested putting together a 247 
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presentation with costs and savings for Board. Selectwoman Theokas thought this would be a great 248 
item for the department’s strategic plan.   249 
 250 
Selectman Trask:  251 
Nothing to report. 252 
 253 
Vice Chairman Couture 254 
Nothing to report. 255 
 256 
5.3 Town Administrator’s Report 257 
 258 
Per a discussion at the previous Selectboard meeting, the Christ Covenant Church was asked if they 259 
would be interested in managing a Christmas tree and decorations for the center of town, but were 260 
unable to assist; they would, however, like to host a Carol Sing. Selectman Landau mentioned he 261 
might have a pine tree. He would need help picking the tree. Once it was selected, he would need 262 
assistance with cutting and delivering to the center of town. The decorations are in the municipal 263 
building.  264 
 265 
Vice Chairman Couture mentioned the Town Fair Committee is down to two volunteers. He suggested 266 
we ask for volunteers. Town Administrator Doda will ask Recreation Director Reishus (not present) 267 
what the timeline is.  268 
 269 
The repairs to the cannons have been completed by Don Brown. They look amazing.  270 
 271 
5.4 Action Items  272 
 273 
Vice Chairman Couture mentioned there is a request to process payroll early due to holidays. The 274 
Board agreed it would be ok to process payroll early on November 9th and November 23rd.  275 
 276 
Selectman Landau stated he would be sitting in front of the municipal building passing out candy on 277 
Halloween.  278 
 279 
5.5 Non-Public Session(s) 280 
 281 
Vice Chairman Couture announced a non-public session on reputation.  282 
 283 
Selectman Landau motioned to go into non-public session pursuant to 91-A:3(II) (c) reputation.  284 
Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – aye, Trask– aye, 285 
Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With all in favor, the motion passed. 286 
 287 
The meeting was closed to the public at 7:33 PM. 288 
 289 
Selectman Trask motioned to come out of non-public session. Selectman Landau seconded the 290 
motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, 291 
Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 292 
 293 
The meeting was reopened to the public at 7:45 PM. 294 
 295 
Selectman Landau motioned to seal the minutes of the first non-public session, on Employment. 296 
Selectman Trask seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, 297 
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Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed with Myette 298 
absent. 299 
 300 
Selectman Landau motioned to seal the minutes of the second non-public session, on Reputation. 301 
Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, 302 
Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With four in favor, the motion passed with Myette 303 
absent. 304 
 305 
VI.  Adjournment 306 
 307 
Selectman Landau moved to adjourn the meeting. Selectman Trask seconded the motion. A roll 308 
call vote was taken Myette – absent, Trask– aye, Theokas –aye, Couture –aye, Landau – aye. With 309 
four in favor, the motion passed with Myette absent. 310 
 311 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 312 

 313 
Respectfully submitted, 314 

 315 
Janis A. Jalbert  316 
Recording Secretary  317 



Town Administrator’s Report 

October 14th – 27th, 2023 

 

1. Christmas:  Selectman Couture is currently looking for a Christmas tree – SoR Piper will 

get a price to have it installed.  The CCC is willing to hold a Carol Sing and the School 

request to participate has been forwarded to them. 

 

2. BOS:  I did get some questions, so confirmed with Counsel – the terms “Selectman”, 

“Selectwoman”, “Selectperson”, “Board of Selectmen”, and “Selectboard” are all 

considered to be interchangeable and there is no issue using one rather than another. 

 

3. DRA:  They disallowed a small amount - $2,863 – from our March warrant due to the 

fact that the anticipated amount in the Article for the Highway Block Grant was smaller 

than expected.  DRA has recommended a rewording of the Article for the future in order 

to ensure that we don’t rely on an exact figure from DOT. 

 

4. Grants:  No update on the finalization of the Wason Pond Causeway Bridge grant as of 

yet.  AmpliFund has marked it as “approved”, but we still need to hear from the State. 

 

5. Halloween:  Parking will not be available at Busche Academy this year.  The Town 

Clerk’s office will be open from 9am to 4pm rather than their usual Tuesday hours of 

10am to 6pm. 

 

6. Highway:  Rumour has it that the State will be providing additional Road and Bridge 

Aid again this year; no figures as of yet. 

 

The Hooped Building has been added to the Town’s insurance policy. 

 

7. Maintenance:  The old floor scrubber, battery charger, and spare batteries have been 

posted on Municibid and bids have already been received.  The auction is live through 

November 10th.  

 

8. Police:  The Nalox Boxes are on site; last decision made was to install one at Town Hall 

and to check with Kandy to see if she wanted one at the Library.   

 

9. Tax Rate:  DRA has set our preliminary tax rate at $23.60, which is 10.28% higher than 

last year’s rate of $21.40: 

 

 

jjalbert
Typewriter
6.3



 

At your 2pm meeting on Monday, October 30th, you have the option of utilizing part of 

the Unassigned Fund Balance (which is currently $3,206,675, or 15.56%) to adjust the 

Municipal portion.  Using $400k of the UFB would bring the Municipal portion down to 

$6.58, almost identical to last year, but would still leave the new tax rate at $23.06.  

Unfortunately we cannot control or adjust the County, State Education, or Local 

Education (School) portions.  It would take $1.6m to bring the overall tax rate down to 

$21.44, but that would leave our UFB at an unacceptably low ~8%.   

 

In addition, DRA needs to approve the tax rate once it’s set by you. 

 

10. Town Clerk:  the new part-time Assistant Town Clerk begins work today (Monday, 

October 30th).  She is set up with an email and door code. 

 

11. Transfer Station:  We’ve stopped taking “outside items” now that Winter is coming. 

Paul and Stacy will both be attending the NRRA Annual Meeting on November 1st, 

 

12. Veterans’ Day:  There is no indication that any group in Town is planning any sort of 

Veterans’ Day service.  The American Legion will be hosting a breakfast – free to 

Veterans, donations from others welcomed. 
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