
 Ice at SHF 
Some years it comes early, some years it comes late, 
but one thing that we know for sure is…ICE will 
come. Before a small pond can freeze over, its entire 
water column from top to bottom much reach the 
magical temperature of 39 degrees F. This natural 
cooling process is called “fall overturn”. It is a gradual 
process as the surface water slowly cools until it is as 
dense as the bottom waters. Then, with the help of the 
wind, the water can be “turned over”. 
Most ponds and lakes don’t completely freeze because 
ice  (and eventually snow) on the surface acts to 
insulate the water below. 

 
 

 

Don’t want to miss an issue? Send us an email to: 
SHFtrust@yahoo.com 
(include “Subscribe to Newsletter” in the subject line). 
You will be added to our mailing list. 

in this issue >>> 

Spring Hill Farm Winter 2024 
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Mission statement of Spring Hill Farm: to preserve and promote the 
legacy of Muriel Church through the continuance of agricultural 
operations and the stewardship of both open land and forests, while 
providing educational and recreational opportunities to the public. 
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Did you know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          
 

 

On the Horizon 
Mark your Calendars… 

 

Annual 
Winter Festival  
Sat Feb 24th 
Noon-5PM 

 

 

Snowflakes fall at a rate of 1 to 6 feet per second. 
 

 

 

 

SHF FUN FACT: 
How did Miss Church start her hay and sleigh rides? 

 
In 1947 Miss Church was teaching in Chester.  Her students were very interested in visiting 
her farm and seeing her many horses. So, she brought the children to Spring Hill Farm from 
the school in her hay wagon and team of horses. Soon the hay rides became very popular.  
When the weather became too cold for horseback riding, Miss Church hitched up a sleigh to 
her team of horses so her riding club, the Chester Trailriders, could go on a sleigh ride. This 
was the beginning of what would become a revenue producing adventure for Spring Hill 
Farm.  In the book IN THOSE DAYS The Life and Times of Muriel Church as told to Ronald 
Baptiste, Miss Church says “So the romance of the team bells ringing and the squeaking of 
the runners gliding over the cold and frozen snow on zero nights seems to have taken hold.” 
 

In Seed time……Learn 
In Harvest………Teach 
In Winter……….Enjoy! 
 
                     --- William Blake 



  PROGRESS in the Farmhouse!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 

           
 

 

Spring Hill Farm is edging closer and closer to receiving the final permitting which will allow the needed 
modifications to the farmhouse’s first floor for ADA compliance. ADA compliance will allow the building 
to be opened up to the general public - a goal that has been in the works for a couple of years. 
 
The project’s biggest challenge is designing and constructing an ADA compliant bathroom. The bathroom 
renovation is taking place in the ell of the house which was constructed in 1912. This ell is an addition built 
off the rear of the original 1852 structure. An ell such as the one at Spring Hill Farm would have been added 
as a summer kitchen, additional working space, storage and possibly even a luxurious indoor privy.  
 
In an effort to get a head start on the modifications to the farm house prior to final permitting, three 
volunteers donated over 40 hours of time in January. They started by  dismantling the existing bathroom and 
pantry and hauling away the debris. (These activities did not require a permit.) 
 
Whenever you take on a remodeling project in an old building it’s almost a guarantee that you will find 
some construction surprises and this farmhouse was no exception. Rotted subflooring, unconventional 
framing techniques, makeshift materials just to name a few. 
 
Removing the old bathroom and pantry proved to be a great place to get a head start on this project as it 
provided much needed insight into the existing construction details and condition of the impacted area.  
 
As expected, the new plumbing needed for the ADA compliant bathroom will be the biggest challenge. Only 
a shallow crawl space exists under the new bathroom area which is also true for the entire ell.  There’s no 
nice basement that you can stand up in to do the needed plumbing work. 
 
Opening up the farmhouse to the public in 2024 is the number one priority of the Committee and the Trust.   
We are going to make it happen this year! 



“Your photos” 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

This photo, taken at SHF by Kristina Snyder, shows the remnants of a red squirrel’s pine cone snack. 
Although the squirrel was not in sight, this evidence is commonly seen around the base of pine trees. The 
squirrels chew the scales off the cones in a manner similar to a person eating corn on the cob. They begin 
chewing at the stem end and as each scale falls away, a pair of seeds is exposed. 
 Repeat, repeat, repeat!  

 
Proof positive. You are never too   
young to enjoy the cows at SHF! 

Want to share your photo from Spring Hill Farm?  
 
We would love  to see them and include them in the 
SHF Newsletter. Show us how you enjoy the farm. It 
is the town of Chester’s jewel, so let’s spread the 
love.  Include your name and what activity you were 
enjoying. 
 
Just send your photo to: 
 

SHFtrust@yahoo.com 
 

 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More of “Your Photos” 

Alex Bartels captured this 
quintessential winter photo of 
the FIRST tap at SHF   
on Feb 4, 2024. 
 
Love the bluebird sky, Alex! 

Deb Munson saw 
the magic in the ice 
formations at SHF 
and is sharing it 
with us. 
 



 
 
 

 Geary Farms is offering tasty treats at SHF   
 
                     Order some today! 



  



     
 

 
  
   



 



          Remember last year? 
  
                 See you there 
         

        THIS year….Sat Feb. 24th 
            
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 




