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1 

Spring Hill Farm Advisory Committee 1 

January 20, 2020 2 

Draft Minutes 3 

7:00 PM 4 

Attendance 5 

 6 

Present: 7 

 8 
Chair Emily Kunelius 9 
Cindy LeBlanc 10 
Maria Oakley 11 

Ted Broadwater 12 

Beth Sautter 13 
Selectman Chuck Myette, Spring Hill Farm Trustees Representative 14 
 15 
Absent: 16 

 17 
Kendall Kunelius 18 
Joe Krasowski 19 
Kristina Snyder 20 
Stephen O. Landau, Selectman Liaison 21 
James Piper, Alternate 22 
Colin Costine, Alternate 23 
 24 

Members of the Public Present at Various Times: 25 

 26 

1.   Call to Order – Open Meeting 27 

 28 
Chair Emily Kunelius noted there was no quorum for this meeting.  The discussion began at 7:07 PM. 29 
 30 
Old Business 31 
 32 
2.  Review of Minutes – November, December - Tabled 33 
 34 

New Business 35 

 36 

3.  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair - Tabled 37 

 38 

4.  Town Report article 39 

 40 
Chair Emily Kunelius noted she prepared an article for the Town Report which is due at the end of the week.  41 
Selectman Myette noted the article always contained a paragraph concerning the history of the donation if that 42 
could be added, and also that there are now trail maps available. 43 
 44 
Ms. Sautter recommended added information concerning the maple sugaring and haying the fields.  Mr. 45 
Broadwater added having RFPs for haying and high tunnel, and workdays. 46 
 47 

5.  RFP for Haying and High Tunnel 48 

 49 
Chair Emily Kunelius obtained a template from the Town Administrator, Mrs. Doda, they could use for haying 50 
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and the high tunnel.  Selectman Myette noted a description should be added.  Mr. Broadwater asked if electric 51 
and water were included in the rent and Selectman Myette indicated it had been in the past.  Mrs. Leblanc 52 
questioned whether the land in front of the high tunnel should be included and Selectman Myette noted it should 53 
be, however parking would have to be moved for the Fall Festival.  Ms. Sautter asked if the Farm still needed 54 
200 bales of hay and Selectman Myette indicated no, to remove that. 55 
 56 
Chair Emily Kunelius recommended being specific about allocation of acreage and Selectman Myette indicated 57 
it would be better to encourage people to come out and look prior to applying. 58 
 59 
Mr. Broadwater asked about prior use of the high tunnel and associated costs and Selectman Myette indicated 60 
there had not been with this Committee but there had been before and there were costs associated with that. 61 
 62 
Mr. Broadwater recommended $500 and asked about the fields and Selectman Myette indicated the fields are 63 
tough and they usually have to pay people to mow them, so they remain open and clean.  Chair Emily Kunelius 64 
recommended a two year with a plus one option.  Selectman Myette indicated they could only do one year with 65 
extension option due to the municipal fiscal year budget laws.  Multi-year would be put to town vote. 66 
 67 
Mr. Broadwater asked about the haying equipment on the property and Selectman Myette indicated there are 68 
three tractors, mower and baler which are operable.  Had three bids before, not all wanted to be paid to do it.  69 
Chair Emily Kunelius asked why Charmingfare did not return and Selectman Myette indicated they only did the 70 
first cut and felt it wasn’t fair to the Town. 71 
 72 
Chair Emily Kunelius indicated the previous negotiation on the high tunnel fell through due to the insurance 73 
requirement, which was $1 million for liability.  Mr. Broadwater asked if Town personnel are covered and 74 
whether if the Committee ran it the extra policy would not be required?  Mr. Broadwater recommended if 75 
someone joined the Committee that wanted to do something, that cost could potentially be avoided. 76 
 77 
Mrs. Oakley recommended doing something with the Summer Program in the high tunnel. 78 
 79 
Chair Emily Kunelius will set a deadline for April 15th and prepare the RFPs for the haying and high tunnel and 80 
note electricity is charged separately and send to Mrs. Doda.  Once the description is ready, she will put it on the 81 
Town webpage and Facebook.  Mr. Broadwater recommended putting it in the Tri-Town Times.  It could be 82 
advertised out of Town too. 83 
 84 
6.  Any additional new business 85 

 86 
Mr. Broadwater asked about the maple sugaring operation and Selectman Myette noted he will return after job is 87 
done. 88 
 89 
Mrs. LeBlanc asked about getting the ADA compliance for the house and Selectman Myette indicated they were 90 
still looking into it. 91 
 92 

9.  Adjournment 93 

 94 

Next Meeting:   February 17, 2020 at 7 PM 95 

 96 
The discussion concluded at 8:18 PM. 97 
 98 
Respectfully submitted, 99 
 100 
 101 
Daniel Hoijer, 102 
Recording Secretary 103 


