Town of Chester – Technical Review Committee Meeting – March 6, 2023

Town of Chester

Technical Review Committee Meeting

Monday, March 6, 2023
Town Hall Meeting Room
Approved Minutes
I
Preliminaries
9:00am Call the Meeting to Order

Roll Call
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions
Approval of Minutes – February 6, 2023
Applications:

Christ Covenant Church: Service Time Change Request – Stevens Hall on Sundays
Any Other Business:
MPR Usage Requests Received – Busche Academy
Date of Next Meeting & Adjournment
1.1
Call to Order

Chairman Bunker called this meeting of the Technical Review Committee (TRC) to order at 9:02am.

1.2
Roll Call

Members Present
Aaron Berube, Police Chief; TRC Vice Chair

Myrick Bunker, Building Inspector; TRC Chair 

Paul Cavanaugh, Maintenance Director
John Dalrymple, Health Officer

Debra Doda, Town Administrator

Andrew Hadik, Town Planner

Justin Paquette, Chester PD Lieutenant / PD Designee

Corinna Reishus, Recreation Director / Facilities 
Caroline Wilson, Building AA; TRC Secretary
Members Absent

Chester Academy Designee

Conservation Commission Designee

Stephen D’Angelo, Selectman

Phil Gladu, Fire Chief 

Mike Oleson, Road Agent

James Piper, Supervisor of Roads

Others Present at Various Times
John Baker, Christ Covenant Church – Elder

Karl Knudsen, Christ Covenant Church - Member

Matt Lourdeau, Christ Covenant Church - Pastor 
1.3
Chairman’s Additions or Deletions
None.
II.
Old Business
2.1       Approval of Minutes – February 6, 2023
The draft minutes of February 6, 2023 were distributed to members prior to the meeting.
Maintenance Director Cavanaugh moved to accept the Technical Review Committee minutes of February 6, 2023 as written; Town Planner Hadik seconded the motion. 
Recreation Director Reishus suggested that the discussion on Stevens Hall User Proposed Time Change should have its own section; Secretary Wilson will make this change.

TA Doda moved to accept the Technical Review Committee minutes of February 6, 2023 contingent upon the suggested change being made; Maintenance Director Cavanaugh seconded the motion.  The vote was seven in favor with Vice Chair Berube abstaining and six members absent; motion carried.
III.
New Business
3.1      Christ Covenant Church: Service Time Change Request – Stevens Hall on Sundays
Karl Knudsen appeared before the TRC along with Pastor Matt Lourdeau and Elder John Baker of Christ Covenant Church to discuss their proposal to change their Sunday services start time, held at Stevens Hall, from 5:00pm to 10:00am.
Mr. Knudsen shared photos that he took on Sunday, February 12th during the proposed morning time period to demonstrate the density and placement of vehicles parked at Stevens Hall, the Post Office, and along route 121.  

Mr. Lourdeau explained that the current service time brings 40-60 parishioners, many of which are children, and therefore there are not as many vehicles.  Easter and Christmas services have brought as many as 80-90 parishioners, and these services were held simultaneously with the Chester Congregational Baptist Church’s services without incident.
Mr. Knudsen indicated that he had asked the owners of Bittersweet Blessings if they would allow overflow parking in their lot.  They said they would, but not during their busy months of October, November, or December.

Police Chief Berube explained that the Chester PD cannot dictate parking on Route 121, but he suggested encouraging parishioners to all park on one side, preferably the northbound lane.  Police Chief Berube also suggested encouraging parishioners to drop their passengers off at Stevens Hall and then go park to reduce pedestrian traffic.  
Recreation Director Reishus explained that she is not able to singlehandedly authorize this time change request and that it should at least be brought to the Board of Selectmen’s attention.  TA Doda will add this request to the BOS’s meeting agenda this Thursday.  

TRC recommends the applicant consult with Recreation / Facilities and Administration departments for this event. 
Mr. Knudsen, Mr. Lourdeau, and Mr. Baker departed the meeting at 9:15am.

3.2       Any Other Business
3.2.1   MPR Usage Requests Received from Busche Academy
Recreation Director Reishus informed the TRC that she received two MPR usage requests this weekend from Busche Academy: one for a dance, and the other for two graduation ceremonies on the same day.  Recreation Director Reishus advised the applicant that she will need to submit applications for these to the TRC to be reviewed at the next meeting.  
IV.
Adjournment
The next TRC meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 3, 2023, at 9:00am in the Town Hall Meeting Room.
Maintenance Director Cavanaugh moved to adjourn the meeting; Town Administrator Doda seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative; motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:19am.
Respectfully Submitted,
Caroline Wilson, Secretary
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